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CHAIRMANôS CALL     
     With encouraging signs that Covid-19 

is gradually abating after two incredibly 

troublesome years, this summer we look 

forward with Her Majesty The Queen to 

celebrating her Platinum Jubilee; I am 

sure all members of this UK (Founder) 

Branch will join me in congratulating her 

on her  reign of 70 years, which started 

with her accession on 6th February 1952, 

and wishing her well. 

     Although comprehensive plans for the 

jubilee celebrations this summer have yet 

to be announced, we can look forward 

events involving our military musicians 

including the Queenôs Birthday Parade 

back on Horse Guards Parade on 

2nd June, (the 69th anniversary of the 

Coronation in 1953) as well as Retreats 

by the bands of the Royal Marines and 

The Rifles and a Military Music 

Spectacular by the Household Division in 

July. 

     It gives me great pleasure to record 

that Wing Commander Piers Morrell, 

Principal Director of Music Royal Air 

Force, was awarded an OBE in the New 

Yearôs Honours List.   

     In the same list an MBE was awarded 

to Lieutenant Colonel Bryon Brotherton, 

recently retired from The Royal Scots 

Dragoon Guards; he was pipe major from 

1997 to 2002. In 1998 he had the honour 

of playing as the coffins of Tsar Nicholas 

II and the Tsarina were taken into Peter 

and Paul Cathedral at St Petersburg to be 

properly laid to rest. Also, Mrs Berendina 

Norton was awarded an MBE after many 

years as an academic professor at The 

Royal Military School of Music, Kneller 

Hall. 

     You will find elsewhere in this issue a 

notice about the Branchôs Annual 

General Meeting on Saturday 19th March 

at Cole Court, Twickenham starting at 

2.00pm followed by our customary 

quarterly meeting.  As well as being a 

necessary formality our AGMs are 

valuable occasions when your officers 

can bring you up to date with whatôs been 

happening but also, even more 

importantly after two Covid-19-

dominated years, share with you our 

plans going forward. 

     I know that visits to bands are of great 

interest to our membership and are 

always very popular.  With Covid-19 

(hopefully) receding it is our clear 

intention to set up some visits and we 

hope to announce these soon. 

     AGM-time enables me to express my 

appreciation to my officers and 

committee for their hard work and their 

contributions to the Branchôs fortunes 

during two incredibly difficult years.  

Roger, Alan, Mike, Steve, Rodney, 

Martin, Ron, Guy and Brian (get well 

soon), on behalf of all our Branch 

members, thank you all very much. 

     Finally, if perchance you may have 

omitted sending us your £25 subscription 

cheque or have yet to upgrade your 

standing order to the current £23 standing 

order rate, please may I invite you to do 

so; you will make our Treasurerôs task 

somewhat less onerous. 

     Thank you to our membership for 

your support and encouragement, and for 

sharing with us your interest in, and 

enjoyment of, military music and military 

music-making. 
Jim Davies 
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FRONT COVER:  

Drum Major Flight Sergeant Jeanette 

Scott and Director of Music Flight 

Lieutenant Tom Rodda led the Central 

Band of the RAF on 1st  February for a 

óblue on blueô guard change marking 

the 80th anniversary of the founding of 

the Royal Air Force Regiment.  

(Photo: Colin Dean) 

Follow us on Facebook 
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Following the meeting in September 

the Chairman asked me to find a more 

suitable venue for future Branch 

Meetings and subsequently the 

December meeting  was held at Cole 

Court Centre in Twickenham. This 

proved to be a better option and the 

Centre has now been booked for all 

our meetings this year.  

Cole Court is 300 yards from 

Twickenham railway station. Coming 

out of the train station turn right, walk 

across the bridge and turn right again 

with a short walk down to Cole Court 

entrance. Bus routes 267, 281, 681 

and H22 all stop outside the station 

and, if you are driving, there is secure 

parking. Just pull up to the entrance 

and the gate will automatically rise.  

December Meeting 

 
Lieutenant Colonels Kevin Roberts, 

Frank Renton and Stuart Watts with 

Major Roger Swift at the December 

meeting. (Photo: Jim Davies) 

In December we were delighted to 

welcome Lieutenant Colonels Frank 

Renton, Kevin Roberts and Stuart 

Watts  who looked back on their 

illustrious years in music and chose 

some of their favourite music with 

suitable tales to support their choices. 

The success of the meeting can be 

measured by the fact that it didnôt 

finish until nearly 5.00pm. 

March meeting and AGM 

This yearôs Annual General 

Meeting will take place at Cole 

Court Centre, 150 London Road, 

Twickenham, TW1 1HD on 

Saturday 19th March 2022 starting 

at 2.00pm.  

The Agenda and Officersô Reports are 

printed elsewhere in this Journal. If 

you intend attending the meeting, 

please make sure you bring the 

Journal with you as copies of the 

Reports will not be available on the 

day. 

Following the AGM our Branch 

President will give us a talk entitled 

óMy Life In Musicô. 

Future Meetings 

On Saturday 11th June we will be 

joined by Lieutenant Colonel Roger 

Tomlinson who will give us a 

presentation which he has entitled 

óDisasters I have experienced during 

37 years of a career in Army Music ï 

from the Amusing to the 

Embarrassing and Including the 

seriously Horrific!ô This should be a 

very entertaining afternoon and I urge 

you to put the date in your diaries 

now. 

The remainder of the meetings in 

2022 will be on 17th September 

(speaker still to be confirmed) and 3rd 

December when Wing Commander 

Piers Morrell OBE, Principal Director 

of Music, Royal Air Force Music 

Services, is hoping to be with us. 

Final Thoughts 

On Saturday 17th September, the 

Central Band of The Royal British 

Legion will be giving a concert at the 

Cadogan Hall near Sloane Square. 

I appreciate that this is the same day 

as our Branch meeting, but it could be 

an ideal opportunity to finish off your 

day with a fine concert marking the 

Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the 

Queen. Tickets for the concert are 

now on sale direct from the Cadogan 

Hall at www.cadoganhall.com or by 

telephoning 020 7730 4500. 

I hope that we will be able to see you 

at a future meeting, and in the 

meantime please keep well. 

Alan Purdie 

It is with much sadness that we record 

the death of John Billingsley on 

24th  January 2022 after having 

suffered with Parkinsonôs Disease for 

more than 20 years.  

John was just 64 and, despite living in 

Gloucestershire, was a regular 

attender at branch meetings for many 

years and a committee member and 

treasurer in the 1980s. 
 
RAF Germany Band tribute 

On 11th February 1985 a coach 

carrying the Band of the Royal Air 

Force Germany to an engagement at 

the RAF Winter Survival School in 

Bavaria collided with a fuel tanker on 

the autobahn. Nineteen musicians, 

including Squadron Leader Robin 

Tomsett, the Director of Music, 

perished in the accident. 

On the anniversary each year RAF 

Music Services hold ceremonies at 

Northolt and Cranwell to remember 

and pay tribute to those who died.  

This yearôs ceremony at Northolt took 

place at the Memorial outside 

Headquarters RAF Music Services.  

Wreaths were laid by Wing 

Commander Piers Morrell OBE 

Principal Director of Music, relatives 

and other guests. 

The Central Band of the RAF 

provided suitable reflective music 

before, during and after the movingly 

short, simple but emotional 

ceremony. 

Per Ardua Ad Astra. 
                           Jim Davies 

s

BRANCH SECRETARYôS NOTES 

The Central Band of the RAF conducted by Flight Lieutenant Tom Rodda provided the 

music during the Band of RAF Germany memorial service. (Photo: Jim Davies) 
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A happy coincidence 

The appearance of Lieutenant Colonel (Rtd.) Frank Renton at 

our recent meeting sparked these reminiscences from long-

time IMMS UK member, Louise Denny: 

In May 1983, having just returned from attending the 

premiere military band performance of my march The 

Winged Dagger in St. Michaelôs Cave in Gibraltar by the 

Band of HM Royal Marines, Commander-in-Chief Fleet, 

there was a message from Major Frank Renton, Director of 

Music of the Royal Artillery Band. There was to be a new LP 

by the Royal Artillery Orchestra and he was interested in 

including The Winged Dagger. As luck would have it, I had 

an orchestral 

version that the 

BBC Concert 

Orchestra had 

played on Friday 

Night is Music 

Night, so I sent 

Major Renton a 

score and orchestral 

parts. 

It was quite a while 

before I heard any 

more but eventually, 

I was contacted to 

say that the Royal Artillery Orchestra was going into the 

recording studio the following week and would I like to come 

and hear The Winged Dagger put in the can, so to 

speak. I managed to re-schedule the gigs I was booked for and 

duly arrived at the recording studio.  

 

A happy discovery 

Member Martin West reports a happy discovery while 

watching the 1966 film Thunderbirds Are Go! with his 

grandson. Behind the rolling credits at the end of the film a 

Royal Marines band led by Drum Major Charlie Bowden 

BEM plays the Thunderbirds March by Barry Gray. At the 

end of the initial marching sequence our Founder President, 

Lieutenant Colonel Sir Vivian Dunn KVCO, OBE, stands on 

a dais to conduct the stationary band. 

Comperes and compering ï a personal opinion 

Notwithstanding the tremendous musical skills of the 

performers on stage and the obvious ability and experience of 

conductors, enjoyment of a concert can be greatly enhanced 

by either (a) the conductor and how he or she introduces the 

performance or (b) a non-performing guest compere.   

In my opinion, but with certain notable exceptions, the ideal 

arrangement is for the compering to be handled by the 

conductor him or herself. It gives an audience direct and 

personal insights into the music to be heard, the musicians 

being featured and about the event itself (fund-raising, special 

guests present, etc.) 

While I realise there is much for the conductor to concentrate 

on during a performance, I believe personal contact from the 

rostrum to the audience really makes an audience feel at 

home, comfortable and ready to be involved. I would 

particularly nominate Major Pete Curtis MBE, RM and 

Captain David Cole OBE, MVO as brilliant exemplars of this. 

There was a full dayôs recording and more the next day. I was 

invited to the pub afterwards and had a chance to meet various 

musicians as well as Major Renton. We somehow got onto 

the subject of ófirst jobsô and I volunteered mine.   

I had auditioned for the chorus of the pantomime at the 

Theatre Royal at Windsor and got in (I was just 15 years 

old). Major Renton asked me which year this was, and I said 

1962/63. It turned out that he had played in the pit orchestra 

that year while a young musician in the Horse Guards (The 

Blues), stationed at Windsor.  

Iôd had a full ballet training at Elmhurst Ballet School and 

that pantomime included a little cameo ballet, The Butcher, 

the Baker and the Candlestick Maker. I danced the role of the 

butcherôs boy complete with boater, stripey apron and a string 

of fake sausages which I finished my dance skipping with, en 

pointe, to a solo trumpet. 

Well, youôll never guess who was playing that 

trumpet - Frank Renton.  Itôs extraordinary that we ever 

discovered that - what a coincidence! 

Incidentally, The Winged Dagger went on to head the 2007 

Trooping the Colour, and I went on to become a pianist and 

played for teas at the Ritz Hotel, Piccadilly, among others. 

Louise Denny 

The Royal Artillery Orchestraôs recording of Winged Dagger 

was released on the LP Marching Strings in 1986, the CD 

Reflections in 2003 and the 2007 Trooping The Colour CD, 

all produced by Bandleader. A listing and some audio files of 

Louiseôs other compositions can be found on the Bardic 

Music website at www.bardic-music.com and her recent 

march Captain Tom, a Man in a Million can be heard on 

YouTube by searching: Captain Tom march. 

Colin Dean reminds us that Drum Major Charlie Bowden 

BEM is not to be confused with Drum Major Colin Bowden 

BEM who was, disconcertingly, Drum Major of the 

Portsmouth band at the time. Colin adds that he once had the 

temerity to introduce Sir Vivian at an IMMS meeting as 'the 

only star of Thunderbirds Are Go! with no strings attached'! 

To see, or be reminded of, the sequence you can find it on 

YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6LeDxlaig0.   

Of course, the scale of some major events almost dictates 

introductions by a non-performing compere. For example, the 

Mountbatten Festival of Musicôs roll of comperes including 

Dan Snow, Sir John Tusa and not forgetting the late and great 

Richard Baker OBE, RD. 

By contrast, am I alone in being embarrassed and 

uncomfortable when a compere seems to think he or she is the 

star of the show, rather than complementing it? Also, Iôm 

really not sure that I need to be regaled with irrelevant ójokesô 

or to be whipped up into further applause in holiday camp 

redcoat style (ñWasnôt that great? Well done Corporal 

Bloggs, letôs give him another round of applause!ò) when the 

óredcoatô comes charging back into view on stage during the 

ónaturalô applause. 

In my view, irrespective of the musical professionalism and 

quality on display, a compere can quite simply make or mar 

the enjoyment of a performance. 
     Jim Davies

Composer, pianist and long-time 

IMMS UK member Louise Denny.  

(Photo from Louise) 

 MEMBERS WRITE 
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The current Director of Music and Bandmaster appointments in British Services music, as at time of publishing, are listed below.  

Royal Marines 
Principal Director of Music/Commanding Officer, Royal Marines: Lieutenant Colonel Jason Burcham 

Band of the Royal Marines Portsmouth Captain Dan Button WO2 Lisa Keachie 

Band of the Royal Marines Plymouth Captain Matt Weites WO2 James Parkinson 

Band of the Royal Marines Collingwood Captain Sam Hairsine WO2 Hannah Trudgeon 

Band of the Royal Marines Scotland Captain Tom Griffin WO2 Rich Sharp 

Band of the Royal Marines Commando Training Centre Major Ian Davis WO2 Dominic OôConnor 

Army 
Principal Director of Music (Army): Lieutenant Colonel David Barringer MBE 

Commanding Officer, Household Division Bands: Lieutenant Colonel Simon Haw MBE 

Commanding Officer, Regional Bands: Lieutenant Colonel Mike Smith 

Band of The Household Cavalry Major Paul Collis-Smith WO1 Daniel Shave 

Band of the Grenadier Guards Captain Ben Mason WO2 Mathias Andersson 

Band of the Coldstream Guards Major Stewart Halliday WO2 Simon Lindley 

Band of the Scots Guards Major Tony Williams WO2 Paul Mason 

Band of the Irish Guards Captain Neil Skipper CSgt Dean Nixon 

Band of the Welsh Guards Major Craig Hallatt WO2 Michael McGowan 

Countess of Wessexôs String Orchestra Captain Sarah Marinescu  

Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland Major Evin Frost CSgt Liam Grunsell 

Band and Bugles of The Rifles Major Jason Griffiths WO1 Troy Taylor-Smith 

Band of the Prince of Wales  WO1 David Hatton 

British Army Band Catterick Captain Matt Simons SSgt Chris Brown 

British Army Band Colchester Major Lauren Petritz-Watts WO2 Jonathan Rockey 

British Army Band Tidworth Captain Andrew Porter SSgt Brendan Gudgeon 

British Army Band Sandhurst Captain Laura Stead SSgt Ben James 

Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 

Assistant Director of Music 

Captain Sean OôNeill 

Captain Basudev Gurung 

 

Band of the Royal Gibraltar Regiment  WO2 Tom Rundle-Wood 

Director of Army Bagpipe Music and Highland Drumming: Major Gordon Rowan, The Royal Regiment of Scotland 

Army School of Ceremonial, Drumming Wing: WO1 James Bennett, Grenadier Guards, Senior Drum Major, Army 

 

Royal Air Force 
Principal Director of Music, Royal Air Force: Wing Commander Piers Morrell OBE 

Central Band of the Royal Air Force Flight Lieutenant Tom Rodda WO Anthony Scannell 

Band of the Royal Air Force College Flight Lieutenant Chris IôAnson  

Band of the Royal Air Force Regiment Flying Officer Mike Parsons  

Royal Air Force Salon Orchestra Sgt Henry Eastburn-Pentreath (Leader)  

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 2022 
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Looking to the past and the future  
Iôm conscious of the fact that, in line with January being 

named after the two-headed Roman God Janus, the start of 

any year is when we are supposed to take a long hard look at 

both our past and future and resolve to make changes for the 

better. Maybe itôs to do more phys., consume less food and 

alcohol, adopt a better work life balance, or perhaps in my 

case all the above would be beneficial! 

Itôs also the time when we get the chance to acknowledge 

those who have gone above and beyond in their chosen 

careers, with well-deserved recognition in the New Year 

Honours List. It was therefore especially pleasing to see three 

of our ranks rewarded with their Meritorious Service Medal. 

WO1 Colin óBusterô Brown, WO1 Si Tripp and Colour 

Sergeant Kev Harvey have all served as exemplars for others 

during their long and distinguished careers, as well as being 

heavily involved in charitable and community work. Our 

heartfelt congratulations go to each of them.  

Op ESCALIN and Op RESCRIPT have continued to have a 

large impact on our personnel with many only now returning 

from deployments across the UK. They have all demonstrated 

the multi-faceted and adaptable face of the modern day 

RMBS with great work being delivered across all areas. 

We have, though, been able to return to normal musical 

activities too, and this was led by last yearôs Remembrance 

events, which were finally able to welcome back the public, 

and perhaps none more so than the National events at the 

Royal Albert Hall where our very own Corporal Bugler Dave 

Nevatte had the honour of carrying the Torch of 

Remembrance. 

These were closely followed by our Christmas concerts 

across the UK, in particular the inaugural Massed Bands 

Christmas Spectacular in Portsmouthôs Guildhall to a near 

sell-out audience in excess of 1.100 people. Alongside the 

Portsmouth and Collingwood Bands, and our host, Charles 

Collingwood (a direct descendent of Admiral Collingwood) 

it was great to include and strengthen our links with the local 

Royal Marines Cadet Unit to create a truly Corps family 

event. The overwhelming success of this occasion means it 

will become a regular addition to our calendar, so make sure 

you book early for Christmas ó22 to avoid missing out! 

 
The Christmas Spectacular concert at Portsmouth Guildhall with 

the Collingwood and Portsmouth Bands. 

 (MOD/Crown Copyright2021) 

The uninterrupted continuation of our training has been a 

major success story throughout the pandemic, and the 

addition of Tp1/21 to Phase 2 training following their 

December passout shows the brilliant work done by the staff 

at both RMSoM and CTCRM. I have no doubt these ranks are 

at the start of a great career, but more hard work lies ahead of 

them before they get to enjoy all the trappings of life with Her 

Majestyôs finest! 

Outside of Phase 2 training some who are further on in their 

careers are currently at various stages of production as 

Bandmasters, Drum Majors and Sergeant Buglers. I briefly 

attended the final assessment of the Drum Majorsô course and 

was amazed to see how many people it is now deemed 

necessary to assess the correct position of a pole. Iôm still 

trying to work out whether that was due to intimidation tactics 

or a quiet Thursday morning in the Corps, but it did at times 

bear a passing resemblance to that of road workers on the hard 

shoulder!  

Congratulations to the four ranks who successfully completed 

the course, although you know youôre getting old when the 

Drum Majors look that young. I swear one of them was still 

wearing nappies! 

 
Final exam for the RM Drum Major Course, Corporal Bugler Kim 

Hare leading. (Photo: MOD/Crown Copyright2022) 

Sport is never far from our minds in the RMBS, and this has 

been borne out in Montagu and Navy Cup football matches, 

indoor and outdoor hockey tournaments, and representation 

across a plethora of RN and RM teams. Special mention must 

go to Musician George Prentice, though, who was recently 

presented with the Brian Weeks Memorial Trophy as the 

Royal Navy Rugby Under 23 Player of the Season, following 

in the footsteps of another musician, 2014 winner, Ed Pascoe.  

Even more credible is the fact that he achieved this in his first 

season with them and all whilst still in training at the Royal 

Marines School of Music. Who knows if he will break into 

the Senior XV in time for Twickenhamôs annual showdown 

with the Army, but Iôm prepared to take the risk and go to 

watch anyway! 

Our main focus at the moment is most definitely the 50th 

Mountbatten Festival of Music and it will be brilliant to have 

you all back with us in the Royal Albert Hall. The Massed 

Bands on stage will always take the applause and you might 

not always be aware of the huge amount of work that goes on 

in advance by our equally superb production team. They are 

currently working away like Trojans, and I can assure you it 

will be another great show in front of a packed house. 

See you there, and if itôs not too late, Happy New Year! 

WO1 Nev Dednum RM 
           Public Engagement Officer 

 

ROYAL MARINES BAND SERVICE 
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A welcome return  
The Guards Chapel Recital Series made a welcome return on 

25th January with saxophonist Lance Sergeant Stephen 

Shepherd playing music based on folk tunes by Ralph 

Vaughan Williams, Bela Bartok and Jean Charles Richard. 

Colour Sergeant Rachel Smith, principal flautist of the Band 

of the Coldstream Guards describes the development of the 

series: 

ñThe Guards Chapel Recital Series celebrated its 

10th anniversary in 2019. Since the series started, over 100 

lunchtime recitals have been held featuring various 

ensembles from the Household Division Bands that offer a 

contrast to the usual marching band or concert band set-up.  

The Guards Big Band performing as part of the Guards Chapel 

Recital Series in July 2019. (Photo: MOD/Crown Copyright2019) 

Back in 2008 there was limited scope for chamber ensembles 

from the Household Division to perform to a public audience. 

Brass and woodwind quintets were accustomed to providing 

the entertainment at dinner nights and regimental events and 

deserved an audience in their own right. The Guardsô Chapel 

seemed the perfect venue to create a recital series and, in 

2009, this vision became a reality with the first of the Guardsô 

Chapel Lunchtime Recitals being held in January of that year.  

 

The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland 

The series has since followed a schedule of 11 concerts a year 

held on the last Tuesday of each month. Open to the general 

public, the series has raised substantial sums for Household 

Division Charities. 

The aim for the Recital Series was to give a platform for 

musicians and ensembles from the Household Division Bands 

to perform a variety of different repertoires at the highest 

level. It has featured diverse ensembles from brass, wind and 

percussion and even the Coldstream Guards 18th Century 

Band! It also inspired the introduction of the Household 

Division Concert Series ï a series of evening concerts given 

by bands from the Household Division and wider British 

Army Music.  

Following the success of the Recital Series it expanded into 

the Household Division Music Festival in 2017. This week-

long event occurs at the end of June, and each day includes a 

classical recital at lunchtime in the Chapel, open-air jazz 

during the afternoon on the Chapel Square, and a full band 

concert in the early evening, with the Guards Big Band being 

a particular favourite. 2020 would have been the fourth year 

of this event but, due to the Covid-19 restrictions, all recitals 

and concerts were cancelled, as well as the music festival.  

The Recital Series, the Concert Series and the Music Festival 

would not be possible, of course, without the dedicated 

behind-the-scenes team, the talented musicians who perform 

and, of course, the supportive and loyal audiences.ò  

Note: Rachelôs description first appeared on the Friends of 

State Ceremonial Musicians of the Household Division 

website. If you have internet access and have not yet signed 

up as a Friend, further information can be found on their 

website https://www.householddivision.org.uk/scm-friends 

 

ROYAL CORPS OF ARMY MUSIC 

The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland, led here in Windsor on 22nd February by Drum Major Richard Kerr, are on Public Duties 

'south of the border' until mid-March. (Photo: Paul Barker LRPS) 
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óBack Stageô with RAF Music 
Over the past few months RAF Music has supported a variety 

of State Ceremonial and Service engagements, whilst a 

number of personnel have continued to deploy on UK 

resilience operations as part of the national COVID-19 

response. We currently have musicians administering 

vaccines in Scotland, driving ambulances in Wales and 

supporting the NHS in the West Midlands.  

The easing of COVID-19 restrictions has seen public 

ceremonial duties resume, notably the famous Changing of 

the Guard ceremony at Buckingham Palace. RAF Music 

made history at the beginning of February when Flight 

Sergeant Jeanette Scott became the first female Drum Major 

of any Service to lead a band in the prestigious ceremony. ñTo 

be involved in such a prestigious event, in a role that has not 

yet been undertaken by a woman, is é [an] é amazing 

privilegeò, said Flight Sergeant Scott. 

To continue with accolades, we were proud to see two RAF 

Music personnel named in the New Year Honours List this 

year. Principal Director of Music Wing Commander Piers 

Morrell received an OBE for his inspirational leadership 

throughout his tenure as Principal Director, working 

selflessly for the benefit of the personnel he commands and 

for the future sustainability of RAF Music Services, for his 

charitable contribution and valued support to the COVID-19 

response through the Cabinet Office and his outstanding 

contribution to the musical reputation of the Service.  

Corporal Shona Brownlee was awarded an MBE for 

demonstrating incredible strength to surmount mental and 

physical challenges and for her support to wounded, injured 

and sick Service personnel. In 2012, during phase one 

training, Shona suffered a serious lower limb injury resulting 

in a below the knee amputation. She became involved with 

the Armed Forces Para Snowsport Team through the 

Government's Battle Back Programme. Demonstrating 

unwavering mental perseverance and physical robustness, she 

quickly progressed from novice to international competition 

and in 2019 became the number one ranked female mono-

skier in Great Britain. She is now ranked ninth in the world. 

In 2019, her participation with the Para Snowsport Team solo 

and team events raised just under £50,000 to support 

wounded, injured and sick serving and ex-military personnel.  

Shona is now 

competing on the 

international circuit, 

notably winning a 

silver in the World 

Para Snowsports 

Championships in 

Lillehammer, Norway 

ï and has just 

qualified for the 

Beijing Paralympics 

2022!   

The Band of the RAF Regiment is also going to be taking to 

the world stage, joining the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

and Royal Choral Society, at the Royal Albert Hall for Classic 

FM Live on 11th April. This event will feature the world 

premiere of a new hymn for the RAF Chaplaincy Per Ardua 

Ad Astra composed by Paul Mealor with words by Graham 

Davies. 

From 7th to 11th March, RAF Music is hosting a free Chamber 

Music Festival in the beautiful surrounds of the Church of the 

Royal Air Force, St Clement Danes. Our musicians will 

present nine intimate and varied performances across the five 

days. 

There will also be a free lunchtime concert on Friday 

4th March at Regent Hall, London, featuring the Central Band 

of the RAF under the direction of Wing Commander Piers 

Morrell. The programme will include premiere performances 

of works dedicated to RAF Music Services: Leap Day by 

Adrian Quince, who is based in California and connected to 

RAF Music via a mutual friend of the PDM; Breaking 

Atmosphere by Tom Davoren, commissioned in 2019 by the 

RAF Charitable Trust Enterprises; A Picture on the Wall by 

Amelia Clarkson, commissioned in 2020 and based on the 

WW2 memoir of Flight Lieutenant George Calwell of No. 99 

Squadron - her Great Uncle, and Lights on in Space by 

Andrew Pearce, commissioned in 2021 and dedicated to UK 

Space Command. Andrewôs previous commission with the 

RAF was the dramatic Lightning II, that you may well be 

familiar with.  

On Friday 11th February we paid tribute to the 19 members of 

the Band of the Royal Air Force Germany, the RAF 

Policeman travelling with the band and the German civilian 

coach driver who lost their lives tragically in a traffic accident 

in 1985. The service, held annually, was live streamed this 

year and can still be watched on our Facebook page.  

 
Principal Director of Music RAF, Wing Commander Piers Morrell 

OBE, laying a wreath at the Germany Band memorial at RAF 

Northolt. (Photo: MOD/Crown Copyright2022) 

On the 21st May, RAF Music is hosting a Women of RAF 

Music Reunion in celebration of women serving as musicians 

in the RAF. All current and past serving women, as well as 

members of the pre-1972 Womenôs Royal Air Force Central 

Band, are invited.  

Later in the year, RAF Music will have its part to play in Her 

Majesty The Queenôs Platinum Jubilee celebrations, and our 

musicians are looking forward to some very exciting 

performances.  

Corporal Emily Eastburn-Pentreath 
RAF Salon Orchestra 

For future concert dates and for more information on any of 

the events mentioned above, head to our website 

https://www.raf.mod.uk/display-teams/raf-music-services 

and follow our social media pages @RAFMusic.

RAF MUSIC SERVICES 

Corporal Shona Brownlee MBE, 

competing on a sitski. (Photo: 

MOD/Crown Copyright) 
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Saint-Saëns: Music for Wind Ensemble 
Band of the RAF College conducted by Jun Markl 

Saint-Saëns? Apart from The Carnival of the Animals, Danse 

Macabre and The Organ Symphony, no other compositions 

immediately sprang to mind. Upon looking at the track listing 

of this CD by the Band of the RAF College conducted by Jun 

Markl, however, many of the titles sounded vaguely familiar.  

When I began listening, I immediately knew why. I had 

played many of these arrangements in a distant past, namely 

as a cornet player on the Kneller Hall Pupilsô Course of 

1977/78 under Trevor Sharpe initially and George Evans 

subsequently (I only mention this because IMMS members 

might have a similar experience when they begin listening to 

this CD).  

And herein lies the rub for me with recordings like this ï the 

merit of the project relies, to the largest extent, on the 

integrity of the arrangements used and whether the 

transcriptions have managed to preserve the character of the 

original works. The overarching point here is that 

19th  Century arrangers tended to think in terms of outdoor 

performances (promenade concerts) and were inclined to 

double the parts and over-score. They were also guilty of 

writing for bands with larger numbers of clarinets, like those 

found on óThe Rockô at Kneller Hall in times gone by.  

With the bands of today however, and the RAF College Band 

has a larger compliment of clarinets than most, this can result 

in a sound that is simply too small to be credible, for example 

the opening few bars of Marche héroïque on this recording.  

Finally, when you see the word óMarcheô, do not expect to 

hear any of the more familiar parade-ground-style gems of 

simplicity. 

The booklet is both attractive and informative with succinct 

and interesting programme notes to whet the listenerôs 

appetite. (It was a pleasant surprise for me to see two familiar 

names listed inside the booklet - Corporal David Pretorius, 

4th Horn, who once played under my baton at the Band of the 

Irish Guards, and the Producer, Mike Purton, who recorded 

us óMicksô in an album entitled Castle Hill Bandstand back 

in 2008 inside the Chapel at Chelsea Barracks.) 

The choice and order of the music ebbs and flows nicely. The 

bandôs performances are refined and the conductorôs 

interpretations engaging. The intonation is secure, with the 

exception of Marche religieuse and a few other tired 

moments.  

In terms of the recording, the expanse of sound achieved is 

rather reserved and a little muffled in timbre. There is 

excellent detail in the lighter passages but, disappointingly, in 

the heavier sections the basses boom a little and the 

woodwinds are all but inaudible. I confess to being a little 

bewildered as to why this might be the case. In the IMMS 

sponsored double-album,  40 Marches Around the World, 

which was recorded in the Guards Chapel, in the bass section 

of Track 40 (The Welshman by Peter Hannam) the timbre of 

the bassoon can be heard very subtly amongst a melee of 

infinitely more powerful bass instruments. In the real world 

this would not be possible of course, but in a digital one it 

most certainly is, so why not take advantage of it? 

What I like most about this recording is the accomplished 

playing, the tight ensemble in the more technically 

demanding passages and the conductorôs interpretations of 

the music. What I like least is the overall lack of an expansive 

sound in the recording, the inaudible woodwinds in the louder 

passages and some of the arrangements used ï none of which 

do the band or the composer justice. For a direct comparison, 

listen on YouTube to the United States Navy Band playing 

Pas redoublé in a different arrangement, by Frackenpohl, on 

a recording entitled Seawolf. 

On this CD, the standout tracks for me are 2. Bacchanale, 3. 

Danse des Prêtresses de Dagon, 5. Marche militaire français 

and 14. Gigue et Final.  

My overall impression is: pleasant easy listening for lazy 

Sunday mornings. 

Stephen Barnwell 

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) 

The CD can be purchased at www.naxosdirect.co.uk and by 

post from Naxos Music UK Ltd, Unit 8, Salbrook Industrial 

Estate, Salbrook Road, Salfords, REDHILL RH1 5GJ or by 

telephone on 01737645600 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm). It costs 

£11.99 per copy with postage free within the UK.

 

 CD REVIEW 


