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CHAIRMAN’S CALL
The first of September 2019 marks the
25th anniversary of the Corps of Army
Music and we send our congratulations
and best wishes to the Corps on their
Silver Jubilee. The Gala Concert in the
Park at Kneller Hall on Saturday
20 July, which was attended by a huge
audience, marked the event in some
style.
One of the biggest cheers of the night
at the Gala Concert was accorded,
rightly,
to
In-Pensioner
Colin
Thackery from The Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, who sang Wind Beneath My
Wings, the song that earnt him a richlydeserved spot at this year’s Royal
Variety Performance. It was good too
to see our longstanding friend Phil
Shannon, now a Captain of Invalids at
the Royal Hospital, back on The Rock
directing
the
bands’
sensitive
accompaniment
This summer it was good to see our
military bands supporting so brilliantly
major national events, notably in June
the State Visit of President and Mrs
Trump, the moving and complex
ceremonies both in Portsmouth and
Normandy to mark the 75th
anniversary of the D Day landings and
the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo to
name just three.
As Colonel Reid, Kneller Hall’s
Commandant, wrote in the programme
for this year’s Concerts in the Park
series, “British Army music continues
to deliver a great deal to many, and
there is much to be excited about.”

I am sure those sentiments can be
applied to the bands of the other
services as well as the Reserve bands
now taking an increasingly important
musical role.
The closure of Kneller Hall, of course,
will affect from next September our
quarterly meetings which we have been
privileged to hold at the school through
the good offices of the Branch’s then
President, the late Lieutenant-Colonel
George Evans OBE. Your committee
and our Secretary will be looking at
alternative locations for our meetings
and an announcement will be made
about this in due course and also how
your Branch will be marking the
school’s closure.
You will find information in our diary
feature on page 18 giving details of
military band parades, concerts and
other appearances through to the end of
the year and I hope you will be able to
attend at least some of these.
Specifically, I urge members to support
those concerts promoted in aid of one
or more local or national charities.
Concerts organised in this way
frequently face considerable costs in
presenting such events and organisers
must very work hard to sell sufficient
tickets to cover their costs before even
starting to raise funds for the quoted
beneficiaries. The musicians deserve
our support, as do the plucky
organisers!
Jim Davies
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welcome. The annual membership subscription, due on 1st January, is £25 of which the UK
Branch retains £8 to help finance local activities. Members receive in addition to the UK
Branch Journal three editions each year of Band International, which is sent to all members
worldwide. Further details about the Society and its activities are available from the UK
Branch Secretary. Enquiries and correspondence about the Society’s meetings should be
addressed to the Branch Secretary and not to Kneller Hall. The contents of the UK Branch
Journal are copyright and no part of it may be reproduced without permission. Opinions
expressed do not necessarily reflect the views of the President, the UK Branch Committee
or the Society’s membership as a whole.
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BRANCH SECRETARY’S NOTES
Branch meetings

Various postings followed including
that of Director of Music to the
Brigade of Gurkhas which meant that
he was required to learn Nepalese.
His time with the Gurkhas also
entailed an annual trip to Nepal with
the Band.
Vernon’s final posting as Director of
Music was to return to the Band of the
Scots Guards where he had also been
Bandmaster.

With the kind permission of Colonel
Victoria Reid OBE, Commandant of
the Royal Military School of Music,
our next few meetings will continue
to take place at Kneller Hall,
Twickenham TW2 7DU.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
All members intending to attend
quarterly meetings must notify me
in advance of their intention to
attend. If you are travelling by
public transport please confirm this
and if arriving by car please include
details of your car registration.
This will assist the personnel in the
Guardroom. If you arrive without
informing me then entry may be
refused.

Future meetings
The next Branch meeting will be on
Saturday 21st September starting at
1400hrs when our speaker will be
Major Huw Williams, currently
Director of Music (Training) at the
Royal Marines School of Music in
Portsmouth.
Huw has promised to not only cover
his career so far, with musical
accompaniment, but may give a brief
insight into the future training of
musicians in both the Royal Marines
and the Corps of Army Music.

IMMS UK information leaflet
Some members will already have
seen our new information and
recruitment leaflets. These tri-fold
pamphlets describe the Society’s
aims, the benefits of membership and
the yearly subscription. They also
contain a membership application
form to complete and send in and
stirring photos of bands from all three
Services.

The December meeting will now be
held on Saturday 14th December
also starting at 1400hrs. Our speaker
will be Captain Paul Goodwin MBE
who will review his musical career
before his retirement at the end of this
year.
Meetings in 2020

Additionally all members must carry
their IMMS membership cards as
proof of identity. Lost cards can be
replaced by the Membership
Secretary on request.

Dates for meetings next year have
been confirmed by your Committee
as:
• Saturday 21st March
• Saturday 20th June
• Saturday 19th September
• Saturday 5th December

June meeting
The speaker at our meeting in June
was Lieutenant Colonel Vernon
Yates,
Commanding
Officer,
CAMUS Regional HQ.

I have had confirmation that the
meetings in March and June can still
be held at Kneller Hall and your
Committee is currently looking at
possible future venues.

Having initially apologised for not
having any visuals to support his
presentation he went on to give us a
very lively presentation starting from
his enlistment as a Junior Musician at
Bovington in 1982 and covering his
Pupils course during his nine years
with the Hussars.

As an experiment, and in order to
assist members outside the M25 to
attend meetings, I have written to the
National Memorial Arboretum in
Staffordshire to ask them to allow us
to meet in September. I am hoping
that it will be possible to arrange short
guided tours in the morning before the
normal afternoon meeting. Further
details will be sent to members as they
become clearer.

After his Student Bandmasters course
he was posted as WO1 to the Band of
the King’s Division (Normandy).

Kneller Hall Concerts in the
Park 2020
Early indications are that there will be
two Concerts in the Park in July next
year before Kneller Hall finally closes
its gates. Should these go ahead I am
sure that the final event will be a
spectacular celebration of the history
of an institution not only for the local
residents but for the whole of military
music over many years.
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The front of the new IMMS UK
information leaflet
If you could make use of these leaflets

to attract new members, please write
to me at 5 Hemming Close, Hampton,
Middlesex TW12 2JD saying how
many leaflets you think you could
use.
Alan Purdie
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IMMS INTERNATIONAL GATHERING 2019
Seven members from the UK with 58 members from other
On Thursday we boarded the coach to Rotterdam where we
countries attended the Biennial IMMS International Event in
attended a tribute to the veterans at the Van Ghent Barracks,
The Hague, Netherlands, from 26 th to 29th June. The event
home of the Marine Band of the Royal Netherlands Navy.
culminated in a visit to the Veterans Day Parade organised by
After lunch we re-boarded the bus for a trip on a SPIDO boat
the Dutch Branch celebrating 200 Years of Military Music.
around the harbour, then back to the barracks for a
The weather was forecast to be good, and it was.
demonstration of Drum and Fife calls by the Marine Corps.
Most of us arrived on the
We then returned to The
Wednesday morning and
Hague for our Official Dinner
made the short journey to
which was accompanied by
The Hague from Schiphol
beautiful music by the
Airport, Amsterdam, this
Saxophone Quartet from the
was so that we could take
Band of the Military Police.
advantage of a trip to the
Friday started with our
Royal Stables where we
formal meeting where we
could see the horses and the
were given addresses by our
very opulent Royal Coaches.
President, Bob Davis, (New
Then we were told of an
Zealand) and our Chairman,
impromptu concert being
David Minois, (France)
held in one of the many
translated
by
Kris
squares by the Veterans
The Central Royal Military Band play Festmusik Der Stadt Wien on the
Schauvliege (Belgium). The
Band for some dignitaries.
first evening of the Gathering (Photo: Ron Rose)
open forum brought lively
discussion on how to increase membership. Then it was a
After the concert we went to our hotel, which had been ideally
visit to the Art Gallery and the Parliament before an exchange
chosen as the centre of most of the activities, for a reception
of CDs and gifts.
and welcoming address from the chairman of the Dutch
Branch, Geert Bergsma. The welcome culminated in gifts of
Saturday, the main day, started with a medal parade attended
goody-bags of CDs, DVDs and memorabilia.
by King Willem Alexander with the Royal Military Band
playing. After a standing lunch it was the Veterans’ Parade
After a buffet dinner we attended a joint concert by the
with the veterans and bands getting rapturous applause and
Central Royal Military Band of the Netherlands Army "Johan
another visit from King Willem Alexander. We were given
Willem Friso" and the Band of The Royal Netherlands Army
straw hats to wear in the searing heat which were very
Mounted Regiments (the latter often seen at tattoos, usually
welcome. After the parade we went to a band concert at a
on bicycles!)
tribute area where the IMMS Netherlands branch had their
The Central band opened with Richard Strauss’ Festmusik
own stall. Finally, in the evening, we attended a tattoo by nine
Der Stadt Wien and their set included A Tribute to the
Regimental Association bands.
Liberators by Dutch composer Henk van Lijnschooten,
On behalf of myself and the British contingent, I’d like to
Another Brick in the Wall by pop group Pink Floyd and Stand
thank the Dutch Branch for hosting this event, and all of the
By Me by King, Leiber and Stoller. Music from the Mounted
attendees for being so friendly. See you all again in two years’
Regiments band included the St Louis Blues March, Marlene
time.
Dietrich’s song Johnny Wenn Du Geburtstag Hast and The
Edited highlights of the visit can be found on our IMMS UK
Candy Man from the film Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Facebook page and on YouTube.
Factory. A thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Ron Rose

THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 2019
Following last year’s enjoyable after show get-together, Steve
Mason is again organising a meet after the LMS. He writes:
“Members who are in London on Saturday 9 th November for
the Lord Mayor's Show are invited to meet for an informal
get-together after the show at the Crosse Keys pub
(9 Gracechurch Street, a short walk from Mansion House).
The get-together is expected to start at around 3pm and will
finish around 6pm to allow members time to catch the TV
coverage of the Festival of Remembrance (or even get to the
Royal Albert Hall if they are lucky enough to have tickets!)
There is no need to book as the event will be totally informal
with food and drink ordered by the individual on the day.”
4

The Fifes and Drums of the Company of Pikemen and Musketeers
with the Lord Mayor's State Coach before last year's Show.
(Photo: courtesy of HAC Company of Pikemen and Musketeers)
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A READER WRITES
Where Have The Good Marches Gone?
When listening to bands on the march these days they seem
content to choose just a few marches and repeat them day in,
day out. I can cite one ‘guest’ band on Guard Mounting that
played the same marches in the same places each day they
were on. I’m sure that the band must have had more than six
marches.
I can remember when the bands did a ‘Double Chelsea’ with
three different marches each way – five each way if there was
no corps of drums. Ah, the memories!
It is rare to hear a Sousa march nowadays and I don’t know
why they have fallen out of favour. Just listen to the
recordings by the Scots and Grenadier Guards bands and the
Naxos series by the Royal Artillery band.
There must be lots of good marches that could be aired again.
Here are a few suggestions:
Under the Double Eagle (J F Wagner)
Unter den Linden (W A Crosse)
Berliner Luft (C E P Lincke)

Step Lightly (P Anderson)
Under the Banner of Victory (F von Blon)
Belphegor (E Brepsant)
Waldmere (F Losey)
Lynwood (J Ord Hume)
These are not necessarily my favourites, but we don’t hear
them now.
Whilst thinking about marches, why do the bands not play a
good march in concerts these days? They often seem content
just to play the Regimental/Corps march at the end. In days
gone by a concert would be opened by a parade march and
another halfway through. The Royal Marines often play a
good march, but it is spoilt by the entry of the Corps of Drums
and the audience starting to applaud.
What is it that Sousa said? “A good march makes a man with
a wooden leg step out.” I would say a good march, played
well, lifts the spirits of both performer and listener.
Averil Skinner

Double Chelsea

Guards marching from Chelsea Barracks pass Victoria Station for the last time in
December 2007, uniquely with two bands – the Scots Guards followed by the
Welsh Guards. (Photo: Colin Dean)

A brief note to explain the term 'Double Chelsea': this dates
from the days when one or two Foot Guards battalions were
stationed at Chelsea Barracks. When one of these battalions
mounted the Queen's Guard on weekdays they marched the
(roughly) 25 minute route to Buckingham Palace (or St.
James's Palace until the early 1960s) led by a band, often with
a corps of drums (or pipes and drums).
If the dismounting guard was also Chelsea-based, the band
would march them back after the ceremony (rather than
taking the much shorter route to Wellington Barracks), hence
these occasions being referred to as Double Chelseas as
opposed to, say, a Double Welly or a Chelsea/Welly.
It has to be said that their popularity with the musicians was
not universal. They were, however, loved by the general
public, not least by our current chairman who had the
wonderful spectacle of a Guards band marching past his
window on a regular basis as he toiled in the BOAC offices
in Buckingham Palace Road.

Major Tony Richards, The Life Guards, composer
of Double Chelsea. (Photo: Colin Dean)

Towards the end of the 1970s Averil's late husband, George,
had attended a concert by the Band of The Life Guards at
Victoria Embankment Gardens with some friends and, while
leaving, stopped to chat with the Director of Music, Major
Tony Richards.
Major Richards extended an invitation to join him for some
refreshment and, with thirst suitably quenched, he mentioned
that he had written a new march, and asked for ideas for a
title.
George immediately suggested 'Double Chelsea' and Major
Richards roared with laughter at the thought of poking very
gentle fun at his foot-bound colleagues. Double Chelsea it
became.
The Band of the Royal Corps of Transport under Major T A
Kenny subsequently recorded Double Chelsea and it was
released by Ronco on Record 3 of the 4 LP Box Set Military
Gold in 1979 (RTD4-2042).
Colin Dean
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NOTES FROM CAMUS
Concerts in the Park 2019
This summer thousands of people travelled to Kneller Hall to
enjoy the spectacle that is Concerts in the Park. As always,
the season began with a Children’s Concert which was open
to various local schools and organisations. The Royal
Artillery Band and the Initial Trade Trainees of Rendle VC
Troop presented a concert which told the story of a wizard
whose magic wand (her baton!) had lost all of its powers.
Pieces such as Jurassic Park, The Lion King and Aladdin
were performed, and various members of staff played the
story characters and narrator. The children were then treated
to a pop band performance from the
Royal Artillery Band that allowed
them to burn off plenty of energy!

recognition of the Order of St John at St Paul’s Cathedral.
This ensures that the trainee musicians experience performing
in public to large crowds as part of their training before being
assigned to one of the Regular Army Bands.

The Corps Engagement Team had the pleasure of hosting
Wardle Academy Youth Band and the Co-operative Youth
Band who each performed prior to the Scotland concert and
Gala concert respectively. These bands impressed the
audience with their professionalism, talent and high standards
and are certainly worth keeping an eye on in the future!

Saens’ Organ Symphony, Fantasia on British Sea Songs and,
of course, Pomp and Circumstance No1. The flag waving and
singing was led by Captain Bethan Waters and the audience,
as always, joined in with tremendous enthusiasm!

The final concert of the season was to celebrate 25 years since
the formation of the Corps of Army Music. The CAMUS 25
Gala Concert featured The Royal Artillery Band, The Band
of the Royal Armoured Corps, The Band of the Household
Cavalry and the Band of the Coldstream Guards. The opening
fanfare, Argenteus was composed by Major Craig Hallatt and
performed by fanfare trumpeters of
the Band of the King’s Division, The
Band of the Royal Corps of Signals
and the Band of the Prince of Wales’s
The next concert was Scottish themed
Division. This set the scene for a
and featured The Royal Artillery
particularly special concert which
Band, the Band of the Scots Guards
featured the winner of the CAMUS 25
and The London Scottish Pipes and
Solo Competition, LCpl Stephen
Drums. The performance of Highland
Shepherd, and Britain’s Got Talent
Cathedral was a particular highlight,
2019 winner Mr Colin Thackery.
as was the Hymn of the Highlands
Colin sang Wind Beneath My Wings
finale piece accompanied with
which propelled him to fame in the
fabulous fireworks. The following
Rendle VC Troop performing outside St Paul's
National competition earlier this year
concert, featuring the British Army
Cathedral. (Photo: MOD/Crown Copyright2019)
and earned him a standing ovation
Jazz Orchestra and specialist
from the hugely appreciative audience.
contemporary groups, gave the audience plenty of
opportunity to enjoy old American classics such as American
The Principal Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel Kevin
Patrol and to sing along and dance to pop classics including
Roberts MBE, led the band through the well-known Last
hits by the Beatles and Mumford and Sons!
Night of the Proms themed finale which included Saint-

As well as providing support for the Concerts in the Park,
Rendle VC Troop performed as part of the Church Service in

The evening concluded with a terrific firework display which
included specially designed fireworks showing the cap badge
and ‘CAMUS’ shining proudly around the rock.
LCpl Gail Ronson, Media JNCO

Lt Col Kevin Roberts MBE, PDOM (A), conducting the finale of the Gala Concert.
(Photo: MOD/Crown Copyright2019)
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PALACE PREMIERES
A new CD from the Countess of Wessex’s String Orchestra
Taking over as Director of Music of the Countess of Wessex’s
String Orchestra (CWSO) in early 2016 was a real privilege.
On arriving at the orchestra at Royal Artillery Barracks,
Woolwich, I discovered that the old orchestral library had
remained. It contained not only the RA Band
full orchestral library but also many quality
string chamber works that had not seen the light
of day for years, possibly decades. Much to the
exasperation of the CWSO library staff, I made
several forays into the archives to bring out
music for performance at Investitures, where
light music is the mainstay of the performance.
For Investitures it is important to play music
that does not drown out Her Majesty (or the
other Royal family member who is presiding) when talking to
the recipient, but also to play loud enough to mask the words
that are being said. Furthermore, the music must not distract
from the proceedings or indeed draw attention to a single
recipient.
I found that a great deal of the music that I had discovered
was not only suitable for the practicalities of the occasion, but
that the orchestra enjoyed playing it, and the audience seemed
to enjoy listening to it. I had also been sent short pieces by
contemporary composers whose music was entirely
appropriate for Investitures. With all this great music hidden
from the general public it seemed a shame that it was not more
readily available.

The opportunity to remedy this arose when, having been with
the orchestra for three years, one of my last projects with the
CWSO was to undertake a recording as a training exercise.
Recording at the Royal Military Chapel at Wellington
Barracks was fantastic, with first-rate acoustics
for strings. I could talk in-depth about every piece
we recorded but I think that three particularly
stand out, for different reasons: Alan Macbeth’s
Intermezzo Forget-Me-Not is perhaps the most
charming ‘earworm’ that you will ever come
across; William H Speer’s Nocturne is a forgotten
masterpiece that should be at the forefront of
every string orchestra’s repertoire; Markham
Lee’s Rivers of Devon Suite is a wonderfully lush
film score but without any images! The works recorded for
strings are not available anywhere else and so if you want to
listen to the pieces and know more about them then you’ll just
have to buy the CD!
Palace Premières is available from several sources, but if you
buy it from British Ceremonial Arts’ website shop page
(www.bcafilm.co.uk/shop) at £14.95 plus £2.95 postage, £10
from each sale will be donated directly to the Corps of Army
Music Trust.
Major David B Hammond
Editor’s note: This piece has been extracted from a fuller
article by Major Hammond that we will run, with a review of
the CD, in the next edition of the UK Journal.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE
Colour Sergeant Darren Hardy
Colour Sergeant Darren Hardy was awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal on 9th June 2019 following his retirement from
the Band of the Coldstream Guards. After a
period in the TA Darren joined the Regular
Army in 1996 as a musician with the
Coldstream, the band he served with
throughout his career.
Principally a flute and piccolo player, Darren
has featured playing the Northumbrian pipes,
most notably at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo
1998. Such is the breadth of his musical tastes
and abilities that he has also been known to
‘moonlight’ playing fife with the Drums of the
Company of Pikemen and Musketeers of the
Honourable Artillery Company.

revised edition of John Gleeson’s Pomp and Circumstance:
The Band of the Coldstream Guards, a History 16852017. With a passionate interest in his band’s
great heritage, he was also heavily involved
in selecting appropriate music for the last two
Coldstream ‘Troops’.
A poem he wrote to commemorate the
centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele
became the focal point for the Beating
Retreat narrative on Horse Guards in
2017. He then further demonstrated his depth
of knowledge and historical perspective in
compiling the narrative for Major Simon
Haw’s composition, Cenotaph. Written to
mark the Centenary of the Armistice, its first
performance was on 1st November 2018 in
the Guards’ Chapel, London.

As the Coldstream band librarian, he played a
major role in the production of the Royal
As the citation for his Meritorious Service
Heritage series of CDs made by the band
Colour Sergeant Hardy pictured with
Medal
says, “He is a most dedicated,
around 10 years ago. This involved searching
his concert flute and Northumbrian
accomplished
musician and through his hard
various sources to find the music for marches
pipes. (Photo: MOD/Crown
Copyright)
work
and
endeavours
he has helped to
played on the Sovereigns’ Birthday Parades
promote the Military in the very best traditions of the
since 1864. During this research he found himself in the
Service.”
somewhat unusual position of having a serving Brigadier,
who was heavily involved with the project, as his assistant!
We wish Darren well in his new career as a Yeoman Warder
In 2016, Darren helped with the editing and publication of the

at The Tower of London.
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REVIEWS
The Royal Bath and West Show
The Band of H M Royal Marines, Portsmouth, provided
music for the four-day Show this year from 29th May to
1st June. The band would have delighted many IMMS
members as, unusually these days, they gave traditional
bandstand concerts on the purpose-built bandstand each day
with two concerts on the final day. They also closed each day
with a Beating Retreat.

being performed for the first time in public. This was
followed by the Overture to Orpheus in the Underworld
(Offenbach) then an oboe solo unknown to me, Califfa
(Morricone), which turned out to be first class.

Under the direction of WO2 Mike Robinson, the concert
programme opened with Famous Songs of the British Isles by
our Founder President, Sir Vivian Dunn. Other pieces of note
in the first half included the rather misleadingly named
Bugler’s Holiday (Anderson), originally scored for trumpet
trio and orchestra, and the enduring film themes Lawrence of
Arabia (Jarre) and Cockleshell Heroes (Dunn).
The second half of the concerts began with The Padstow
Lifeboat March by Sir Malcolm Arnold. Symphonic Marches
of John Williams, a medley of the main themes of two famous
movies, Indiana Jones and the Star Wars saga, plus his
Olympic Fanfare and Theme, was followed by Vaughan
Williams’ Folk Song Suite. The stirring Pirates of the
Caribbean theme (Zimmer/Badelt) preceded the final number
Royal Salute by the late Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Waterer
RM.
All in all, a fine four days of music from the RM Portsmouth
Band.
Phil Havell

Eastbourne Bandstand
With the dearth of military band concerts these days, what a
delight it was to see The Heroes Band at Eastbourne
Bandstand on 23rd June. This 31 piece band, mainly formed
of ex-military musicians, was superb. Under their Director of
Music David Vaninetti-Smart FLCM, ex-Band of The Life
Guards, looking every bit the part in his white tunic, red sash,
Life Guards overalls and spurs, the band presented a wellrounded concert played to perfection.
The mixed programme, very popular with the audience,
included Albert Edward Kelly’s marches Arnhem and
Arromanches, Frank Erickson’s Toccata for Band, André
Waignein’s Trumpet Fiesta and Goff Richards’ Doyen.
Selections from Carmen, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, The
Greatest Showman and some Shirley Bassey favourites also
delighted the audience before Sussex by the Sea (WardHiggs) and the National Anthem (arr. Jacob) brought the
concert to a close.
This band really has to be heard to be appreciated.
Phil Havell

The Layard Theatre, Wimborne, Dorset
On Friday 5th July the Band, Pipes and Drums of the Royal
Irish Regiment gave a concert in the Layard Theatre at
Canford School in Wimborne, Dorset. Member Billy Mear
was there and reports: “Under WO1 Bandmaster Richard
Douglas MBE, ex-Coldstream Guards and Royal Yeomanry
bands, the Royal Irish gave us a very varied, well played and
conducted programme.
The opening number, The Ulster Tower written by the band’s
LCpl Downey to commemorate the WW1 Irish Division was
8

Bandmaster Richard
Douglas MBE (Photo:
Neil Byrne 2017)

With
the
recent
75th
commemoration of D-Day, The
Longest Day (Anka) was played
followed by, for me, a real treat – the
Pipes and Drums came on playing
the Regimental March Off, Off Said
the Stranger (Craven). Then came
another piece new to me, Seal
Lullaby (Whitacre). The six pipers
and four drummers then joined the
rest of the band to finish the first half
with the Regimental Marches
Carrickfergus, The Green Glens of
Antrim and Star of the County
Down.

The second half opened with a favourite march of mine, The
Ulster Division (Marks), followed by tunes from Les
Miserables (Schönberg) and Adagietto for Flute (Huggens).
The latter is rarely heard but excellently performed here.
After the traditional Irish Washerwoman, the Pipes and
Drums started the finale with The South Down Militia (Trad.)
and Run (Lightbody), a tune by Northern Irish alternative
rock band Snow Patrol. The Parting Glass (Trad. arr.
Downey) and the Regimental Quick March, Killaloe (Martin)
brought to an end what was, for me, the best programme of
music I’d heard in a long time.”
Billy Mear

Princes Gardens, Aldershot
The unveiling of a statue of an Airborne Soldier in Princes
Gardens, Aldershot, on 6th July was the occasion for a March
Past and a Bandstand Matinee by the Band of the Parachute
Regiment. To start proceedings the welcoming address was
given by Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer KCB, DSO,
MBE who had begun his illustrious career as an Officer in the
Parachute Regiment. The unveiling ceremony was followed
by responses from the local Mayor and the Falklands Islands
UK Representative, the granite block on which the statue
stands having been gifted by the government of the Falkland
Islands.
After a Drumhead Service, the band led the March Past
playing Colchester Castle (Brigham), Ride of the Valkyries
(Wagner arr. Ripon/Keeling), Back to Camp (Blankenberg),
Trafalgar (Zehle), Guards Armoured Division (Willcocks)
and The Queensman (Pryce). The march ended, as tradition
dictates, with a reprise of Ride of the Valkyries.
On the bandstand, under the baton of Director of Music
Captain Matt Simons, the band’s programme began with
Pathfinders March (Lockyer) and Light Cavalry Overture
(Suppe). In the Miller Mood then featured a selection of
Glenn Miller classics followed by medleys from stage and
screen: Miss Saigon, ABBA on Broadway, Game of Thrones
and Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves.
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The second half of the Matinee opened with The Dambusters
March (Coates) followed by Cornish brass band arranger and
composer Goff Richards’ Doyen. The theme for the 1998
FIFA World Cup in France, Carnaval de Paris (Dario G arr.
Stubbs), was then followed by Pharrel Williams’ song Happy
(arr. Holland). The themes from Mary Poppins, The Mask of
Zorro, Where Eagles Dare and Wicked then made up the body
of this part of the concert which concluded with a final March.
Any guesses?
Yes, the Valkyries rode again in the arrangement by Donald
Keeling (Bandmaster, 2nd Bn. the Parachute Regiment) and
Ernest Rippon MBE (Bandmaster, 3rd Bn. the Parachute
Regiment).
From information supplied by Phil Havell

Somerton Arts Festival, Somerset

The concert, broadly based on the Mountbatten Festival of
Music, opened with the fanfare Heroes Unite (Tyler arr.
Powell), written for the 2018 Winter Olympics.
This was followed by the march Vanguard (Page) before the
entry of the 18 Buglers of the enhanced Corps of Drums.
Walcheren, in remembrance of Operation Infatuate the
invasion during WW2 of the eponymous Dutch island, is a
Drum Display originated by Buglers Lewis Crowe and Mike
Thomas.
Norwegian Pirate, written by American movie composer
Thomas Bergersen and arranged by WO1 Bandmaster Ivan
Hutchinson, preceded Richard Waterer’s march Top Malo.
The great old favourite that is Suppe’s Light Cavalry
Overture followed and was performed to perfection.

The 35 strong HMS Heron Royal Navy Volunteer Band
played at the Arts Festival at St Michael and All Angels
Church in Somerton, Somerset, on 11th July.
Under the baton of Bob Spiller, the evening started off with
Edwin Bagley’s National Emblem March followed by the
well-loved Second Suite in F for Military Band by Holst. Lord
of the Dance (Carter) was then followed by Moon River
(Mancini ) featuring alto saxophonist Tracey Cullen.
Another great piece by Henry Mancini, not often played, Pie
in the Face Polka featured flautist Kim Murtin. The first half
concluded with A Bridge Too Far (Addison) and John
Williams’ excellent march, 1941.
Elton John’s The Lion King began the second half and then
another favourite of mine, Moment for Morricone,. This is an
arrangement by Johan de Meij of some of Morricone’s Italian
Western movie themes including The Good, the Bad and the
Ugly and Once Upon a Time in the West. Next, Somewhere
from West Side Story was followed by the ever-popular
Pirates of the Caribbean (Zimmer/Badelt) and Percy
Grainger’s Irish Tune from County Derry.
A ‘Frank Sinatra in Concert’ section was very well received
by the older members of the audience before the concert
concluded in typical Naval fashion with Sunset and Evening
Hymn, Last Post, Rule, Britannia! and Heart of Oak.
A superb concert by a very fine band, much applauded by the
packed audience.
Billy Mear

Deal Memorial Bandstand
Imagine a traditional bandstand on a sunny Sunday afternoon
with over 10,000 people in the audience. Yes, it could only
be for the Royal Marines!
This year was the 30th anniversary of the tragic bombing in
Deal, and on Sunday 14th July the town turned out in force for
a spectacular afternoon of music. This year the Band of HM
Royal Marines Portsmouth was joined by the Band of HM
Royal Marines Collingwood, an extended Corps of Drums
and a fanfare team.
The Collingwood band marched from the old barracks along
The Strand to the bandstand to join the Portsmouth band for
the second half of the programme. Conducting was then
shared between Lieutenant Colonel Jon Ridley and Captain
Andy Gregory.

Deal Memorial Bandstand Concert 2019 (Photo: Phil Havell)

A trombone solo by Musician J Walker of You Raise Me Up
(Lovland arr. Tripp) provided a contrast, then, not for the
faint-hearted, (I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction (Jagger/Richards
arr. Tripp) was played on electric guitar by Musician M
Gregory.
Bringing the pop music up to date, in a superb arrangement
by WO2 Trevor Naughton, Relight The Magic featured Never
Forget; Could it be Magic; A Million Love Songs; Shine; Rule
the World and Relight my Fire. This selection enabled the
band to show off the soloists, especially the vocalists. Not
only is this popular with the bands, but it also appeals to a
younger audience which is what is needed in this day and age
to keep military music alive.
The film music from The Greatest Showman (Pasek/Paul arr.
Tripp) opened the second half featuring the superb voice and
showmanship of vocalist Musician G Gissing at which point
the Collingwood band joined for the Memorial Service. Deal
in Memoriam sung by Musician Gissing featured The Final
Countdown (Tempest) and Love Changes Everything (Lloyd
Webber). Originally arranged by Captain David Cole as a
tribute to the 11 Musicians who lost their lives in the Deal
bombing, it has been updated by Lieutenant Phil Trudgeon.
Returning to a more conventional setting, the Tribute to
D - Day ’75 followed with Overlord (Keachie) and Britannic
Salute (Shillito) before the concert concluded with Heart of
Oak and A Life on the Ocean Wave.
All in all, a wonderful three hours of entertainment.
Phil Havell

IMMS UK (Founder) Branch Journal – Autumn 2019

9

The Guildhall Yard, London
One hundred years ago the Honourable Artillery Company
paraded in the Guildhall Yard for a Lord Mayor of London’s
inspection to mark the regiment’s service in the Great War.
On Wednesday 24th July this year the regiment paraded again
for a Review by the current Lord Mayor’s Representative to
mark the 100th anniversary of the original parade.
The body of the regiment marched from Armoury House to
the Guildhall led by the Regimental Band and Corps of
Drums. This was to be WO2 Stuart Freebody VR’s last
parade as Band Sergeant Major and, knowing his march
composer preferences, the band librarian had picked a feast
of Alford marches.
Regimental Standing Orders dictate that The Standard of St
George is played when the regiment is marching out of
barracks, but it was followed on this occasion by The Voice
of the Guns, The Thin Red Line and Army of the Nile. Enough
Kenneth J Alford there to keep the BSM happy!

Unfortunately, as often happens in Eastbourne, the weather
affected some of the performances with exceptionally strong
winds forcing the musicians to play in the main arena in front
of the bandstand on some occasions. Despite the weather the
band provided a series of fantastic concerts which were well
supported by the local population, and we must congratulate
them on overcoming the elements.
The concerts also gave Captain David Cole, their everhumorous Director of Music, an opportunity to promote the
band’s new CD, In Town Tonight, which was only received
on the day of the opening concert.
This is the band’s tenth CD conducted by David Cole and is
a perfect potpourri of music for easy listening. Of the 15
tracks six feature soloists, and while one shouldn’t pick out
individuals I especially liked the meditation Westminster
played beautifully by Rodney Kenny on euphonium. It was
also nice to hear Commonwealth On The March written by
Jiggs Jaeger which isn’t heard too often.
Details of how to obtain In Town Tonight can be had by
leaving a message on the Contact page of the band’s website
(www.centralband.com).
The full track listing is: Covent Garden; Westminster;
Knightsbridge; My Fair Lady selection; A Bridge Too Far;
Pre-Goodman Rag; This Guy’s In Love With You; Morning,
Noon And Night In Vienna; Love Of My Life; Commonwealth
On The March; What Are You Doing The Rest Of Your Life;
633 Squadron; Tambourin; Birdcage Walk; Into The Light.

The Regimental Band plays the HAC marching contingent on to
the Guildhall Yard with Drum Major Mark Goatcher to the fore.
(Photo: Mike Boxall)

While the troops were being inspected, Director of Music
Major Bruce Miller conducted two George Gershwin classics
Strike up the Band and Summertime, followed by Fly me to
the Moon (Howard). After the parade all attended a reception
in the Guildhall. Later, back at Armoury house, a bar was
open until 2300 where Pimms, beer, lager and soft drinks
were available “at Happy Hour prices”. Nobody can say that
the HAC doesn’t take its traditions seriously!
Mike Boxall
(playlist supplied by Stuart Freebody)

A Windy Week of Music in Eastbourne
Having missed their annual week of concerts on the
Eastbourne Bandstand last year because of their involvement
in The Royal British Legion’s Great Pilgrimage, it was a
pleasure for the Central Band under the direction of Captain
David Cole OBE MVO to return once again this year.
Over a period of six days from Sunday, 4th August, the band
provided a total of nine programmes of music to suit all tastes.
The afternoon performances followed a fairly traditional lineup with an opening march followed by an overture and then a
wide variety of music, while the evening programme on
Wednesday was a ‘Proms Concert’ concluding with
fireworks accompanying the 1812 Overture. Thursday night
was Big Band night featuring much of the music from the
days of Glenn Miller, Ted Heath and other ‘greats’ from that
era.
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In this current climate, when there are only a few CDs being
produced, this is a worthy addition to any collection.
Bydand

The Shrewsbury Flower Show
One of the highlights of the military band calendar has to be
the Shrewsbury Flower Show and this year was no exception.
Despite thunderstorms, torrential rain, gales and even a little
sunshine, this did not deter the bands with nearly a complete
programme of music and only one concert curtailed.
It was good to see Shrewsbury-born Captain Guy Booth with
the Lancashire Artillery (Volunteers) Band back on the
bandstand where he last stood with the Royal Signals Band.
Each day the 28-strong Lancashire Artillery band and the
Lancashire Artillery Pipes and Drums marched through the
town from the castle, even in sunshine on the Friday(!), to the
Showground.
On the bandstand the Artillery band presented a wide range
of music expertly played. They included the Pipes and Drums
each day and featured a combined arrangement of Game of
Thrones (Djawadi). Band solos included a trombone quintet,
So Nice To Come Home To (Porter arr. Kitcherside) and a
euphonium solo Blaydon Races (Ridley).
The solos were complemented by the more serious Festive
Overture (Shostakovich), Where Never Lark or Eagle Flew
(Curnow), coming up-to-date with Mission Impossible
(Schifrin) and A Symphonic Portrait (Lloyd Webber).
In the Band of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers’ concerts,
conducting was divided between the new Director, Captain
Richard Watterson, and the Bandmaster, WO1 Peter Elcoat.
The music was very varied with a lot of solos, including a
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magnificently played Harry James Trumpet Concerto
(James) with PSI Dick Stacey on trumpet, Concerto for Horn
in Eb Major (Strauss) played by the Bandmaster. The other
music ranged from vocal items Summertime (Gershwin) and
The Sound of Silence (Simon) to Slavonic Rhapsody No. 2
(Freidemann) and Prelude for an Occasion (Gregson).
The RAF Volunteer Bands, under ex-Royal Marine
Bandmaster Patrick Ryan, presented a programme of show
music, including Mary Poppins, The Sound of Music and
West Side Story. Also featured were an Elvis in Concert set
(arr. Schaars), a Blues Brothers Review (arr. Bocock) and the
marches Dambusters March (Coates), On the Quarter Deck
(Alford) and Merlin (Hynd).

families the inevitably excellent results of the training they
have undertaken as they qualify for to join one of the five
bands of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines.
Captain Phil Trudgeon RM (Assistant Director of Music),
WO1 Dave Prentrice RM (School Bandmaster) and Major
Huw Williams RM (Director of Music) shared the conducting
of the concert. In addition to music by the Concert Band we
enjoyed contributions from several amazing instrumental and
vocal soloists, The Jazz Ensemble, the RMSoM Choir, The
Big Band and a glittering display from the Corps of Drums
all clearly demonstrating the versatility for which the RMBS
is rightly well-known.

All in all a good weekend for band lovers who could put up
with the bad weather. Yet again the Reserve bands showed
their versatility, enthusiasm and generally how they could
keep up the tradition set by their Regular counterparts at
Shrewsbury.
Phil Havell
For the Massed Bands arena finale on the Friday the weather
was very good until about 1600 hrs when the rain came and it
was hit and miss for the rest of the evening. As the arena
became somewhat waterlogged, the bands were unable to do
their marching display so they played everything static.
Music included Deep Purple’s Smoke on the Water arranged
as a slow march and the ever popular Highland Cathedral. On
the Saturday the weather was much better, so everything went
ahead as normal in the arena finale. All the usual suspects
were played - 1812 Overture, Pomp and Circumstance
March No.1, Jerusalem and Rule, Britannia! The Bands
marched on to Army of the Nile (Alford) with Royal Salute
(Waterer) also played. The march off was to Standard of St
George and the respective Regimental Marches.

Major Huw Williams RM
(Photo: MOD/Crown
Copyright)

Commodore Jeremy Bailey RN,
Naval
Base
Commander
Portsmouth and the Guest of
Honour, presented the principal
prizes remarking – as I myself
have done frequently in these
columns – that he was mightily
impressed by the incredible talent
that had been apparent during the
concert adding “the future of the
Royal Marine Band Service
certainly appears to be in safe
hands!” Perhaps this was
emphasised by each musical item
being introduced by a different
young musician, a delightful
innovation.

Despite threatening weather
forecasts the Beating Retreat on Guildhall Square that
followed the concert rounded off the afternoon in a
spectacular way, directed by WO1 Dave Prentice, WO2
Bugler Ross Piner RM and Dum Major Nathan Crossley.
Occasional bursts of sunshine broke through the clouds to
pick up the colour and instruments of the 60-piece marching
band during its half-hour display.
Thank you and best wishes to all involved in producing a
great afternoon of the finest entertainment; good luck to those
passing for duty with their bands and congratulations to the
various prize winners including Musician Fraser Wilkes, this
year’s winner of The Prince’s Badge.
Jim Davies

The Lancashire Artillery Pipes and Drums perform in front of the
bandstand at the Shrewsbury Flower Show. (Photo: Rodney Illsley)

Dates for your diary: next year’s Show will be on Friday 14th
and Saturday 15th August.
Rodney Illsley

Celebration and Ceremony in Portsmouth
Dubbed absolutely accurately as ‘a spectacular Concert and
Beating Retreat,’ the Band of the Royal Marines School of
Music gave us a splendid afternoon of music and marching at
The Guildhall, Portsmouth, on Saturday 10th August.
This annual fixture, held in the splendid setting of the
Guildhall, has a unique ‘end-of-term’ atmosphere enabling
the school’s young musicians to display to their parents and

Drum Major Nathan Crossley waits to lead the Band of the Royal
Marines School of Music on to Guildhall Square for Beating
Retreat on 10th August. (Photo: Roger Leaver)
.
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CAUGHT ON CAMERA

Buglers from the Royal Marines School of Music
sounding the Drummers Call, School of Music
Call and Band Call before the School Band’s
display at Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth, on
2nd August.
(Photo: Roger Leaver)

The Band and Bugles of The Rifles
completed twelve consecutive days of Public
Duties at Buckingham Palace and St James's
Palace in July.
They're now looking forward to returning in
October for more London and Windsor duty.
(Photo: Steve Mason)

Flight Sergeant Paul Phelan, formerly Drum
Major of the Central Band of the Royal Air
Force, has been appointed Senior Drum Major
(RAF) by the Principal Director of Music.
He takes over from Warrant Officer Terry
Gardner, seen here on the left handing the Senior
Drum Major's mace to the new SDM.
(Photo: MOD/Crown Copyright2019)
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TERMINOLOGY - PART 1
Should you ever be puzzled by some of the terminology of military music, this is the first in a series of short guides that will try to
explain, for example, that a Foot Guard playing a bugle is a Drummer, a Royal Marine playing a side-drum is a Bugler and a member
of The King’s Troop, RHA, playing a bugle is a Trumpeter. We begin with the Royal Marines...

The Bands of the Royal Marines are led on parade by the
Corps of Drums, but the individuals are known as Buglers,
not Drummers. Buglers can be distinguished by the
wearing of dress cords and having a thin red stripe on their
trousers. The cymbal player in the picture is a musician
and so has no dress cords and a broad red stripe on her
trouser seam.

The Buglers also use the E-flat cavalry trumpet on certain
occasions to sound fanfares. Before 1974 the trumpet
banners were blue but were soon afterwards changed to
the scarlet used to this day. In 2000, the Royal Marines
commissioned the creation of a new range of high-quality,
handcrafted fanfare trumpets which they continue to use
to great effect.

The Drum Major leads and commands the band on parade,
and acts as the band’s CSM. Historically, Drum Majors
were normally General Duty Royal Marines but since the
late 1950s they have been drawn from the Buglers’
Branch. Despite this, Royal Marines Drum Majors wear
trousers (strictly, ‘overalls’) with a broad red stripe and,
uniquely, wear miniature medals on parade.

Bugle Majors in the Royal Marines are drawn from the
Buglers’ Branch and are responsible for the musical
standards of the Buglers. They normally march at the rear
of the band. When a Corps of Drums parades without the
band the Bugle Major may lead them, sometimes carrying
a short parade cane. In this photo a Bugle Major conducts
the Buglers at the Graspan Memorial Parade in 1987.

(All photos: Colin Dean except the cavalry trumpets picture which is MOD/Crown Copyright)

Colin Dean
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AN RMSM STUDENT IN WW2
With this September marking 80 years since the outbreak of
the Second World War this article, from a letter in the UK
Branch’s first Newsletter, throws a light on Army musicians’
working lives during that great conflict. The writer, Walter
Adams, was a student at the Royal Military School of Music,
Aldershot, from 1942 to 1945. As we saw in the Summer
edition of the Journal, he ultimately became Bandmaster of
the Ghana Army Band. In 1988 he wrote:
"Regarding my time at the Royal Military School of Music,
Aldershot. Yes, it was a difficult time, but then the war years
were difficult for everyone and, although we worked very
hard with long hours - so did everyone else. The War Office
had realised that it takes several years to form a band and, in
the same way, one cannot produce bandmasters out of a hat;
so when Churchill ordered bands to be re-formed “to brighten
up the dark days of the National life”, the RMSM was brought
back into being with the proviso that the School would also
act as a band. Actually, this became our main role, our studies
being relegated to second place.
Our routine was normally as follows:• 08.30: Muster & drill parade
• 09.00-10.30: Class studies
• 11.00-13.00: Band rehearsal
• 14.00-17.00: Band rehearsal, secondary instrumental
practice, lectures, debates, medical training etc.
We normally did our homework in the evenings: our
Harmony and Instrumentation homework was done by
correspondence which made things rather difficult if one had
something to discuss. Because life was so hectic, before one
could raise a question or a problem new problems presented
themselves.
We used to give concerts practically every Saturday evening
and occasionally in mid-week. Most Saturday afternoons,
particularly in the summer months, were spent marching
through various towns on 'Salute the Sailor/Soldier/Airman'
parades, or for Scouts, Land Girls etc. Every Sunday we
played at a morning and evening service in addition to giving
a concert. Once a month we would travel to Reigate to play
at a Church Service and Parade for South Eastern Command
Headquarters.
I was in the dance band and during the winter months,
particularly, would play for Service Dances (9pm to 3am) and
once a week we played for dancing at the American Doughnut
Clubs. In the latter, we would play foxtrots all evening (8pm
to 12pm) as the GIs preferred to jitter-bug, as did their English
female partners. The dance band would normally form into a
Big Band on most concerts, during which we would play the
typical Stan Kenton-type arrangements of that era.
Once a fortnight we broadcast on the Home Service and
similarly on the Empire or Forces Programme, travelling to
the Cinema in Piccadilly Circus and other studios, sometimes
broadcasting at 1am, as most of the broadcasts were live in
those days.
The Fanfare Trumpeters, of which I was a member, used to
play on national occasions in The Albert Hall, Canterbury
Cathedral, BBC Studios for special broadcasts and, on one
occasion, at the Savoy Hotel for Sir Henry Wood's birthday.
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At our concerts, each student would conduct a piece - always
without a score - and his instrumental part would be taken by
another student. All solos, trombone quartets, fanfares and
vocal numbers were also from memory, and so, in the lorry
or coach going to each concert, quite a few of us would have
heads immersed either in a score or vocal quartet etc.,
ensuring that we could cope if suddenly asked to perform
something 'by request'. One of the snags of doing everything
from memory was that one had to learn perhaps three parts of
each trombone quartet, say, in case of illness or absence of
one player, when another student who might normally be a
euphonium player, would be fitted in and the normal
trombone players change their desks. A similar situation
could arise in the fanfare section, so in order to keep fully
conversant, one was constantly re-learning the parts.
Lugging our equipment around was a physical feat in itself.
We carried a Hammond organ, tubular bells, xylophone,
vibraphone, timpani, a complete drum kit, fanfare trumpets,
banners, music stands and a rostrum. All this was loaded,
unloaded and erected by the students before we gave the
concert. We then appeared in our pre-war dress uniforms as
if we had just stepped out of a band box. It was very hard
work, and I well remember our principal clarinettist
complaining that it took at least the first march and overture
to bring his fingers back to their normal delicate efficiency.
We also played for drill rehearsals for the local OCTU, the
Royal Military Academy (if their band was away) and other
units. At Christmas, we either put on a pantomime or a
concert where we would have the assistance of the local
WRAC choir, we students forming the tenors and basses, as
we did in the local church for motets.
While all this was going on, one was grappling with other
instruments including violin, cello and string bass. It is
amazing what an absolutely awful noise an accomplished
clarinettist can get from a trombone and the difficulty a
virtuoso euphonium player can have in trying just to get one
sound from a flute. In my case, I discovered that after a
session on the oboe or bassoon I was unable to play the
trombone at all for several hours until my embouchure had
returned. After several years of learning the other instruments
of the band it became very difficult not to let the standard of
one's own playing slip; it didn't help too, that we often played
too much and too long. As our oboe player once said to me,
"I've not only run out of reeds, I've run out of lip."
A typical weekend in summer would be:
• Saturday: morning, rehearsal; afternoon, playing and
marching in a provincial town; in the evening, a concert
(elsewhere); late evening, a dance until the early hours.
• Sunday: morning, church parade; afternoons, a march
past; church. service in the early evening, followed by a
concert elsewhere - with lots of travelling in between.
The routine we followed would be considered inefficient
today, but it was carried out under wartime conditions, and
perhaps only in such circumstances could it have been
managed.
In view of the circumstances, I am amazed that we always
gave such polished performances. "
Wally Adams
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BANDS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
No. 46 Royal Hong Kong Regiment (The Volunteers)
The history of the island of Hong Kong as a British colony can be
dated from January 1841 when it was ceded to Britain under the
terms of the Treaty of Nanking at the end of the First China War.
Additional territory was acquired in 1860 together with the New
Territories on the China mainland on a ninety-nine year lease from
1898.
The Hong Kong (HK) Volunteers was raised in 1854 when the
Crimean War led to a reduction of the British military presence in
Hong Kong and up to the 1870s was disbanded and re-raised a
number of times under different titles. The Volunteers initially
consisted of a battery of artillery and some engineers, a band
(instrumentation unknown) being added in December 1862. In
November 1864, the HK Volunteers were invited to visit the
Portuguese colony of Macau, the band marching at the head of the
parade to the Governor’s Palace. In 1878, the HK Volunteers was
re-organised as a battery of artillery with a band (again
instrumentation unknown) and rifle company added within a year.

The initial establishment was for Bandmaster, Band Sergeant Major,
two Sergeants, three Corporals and 24 bandsmen. It was agreed that
all bandsmen should be trained in first aid and would become
stretcher-bearers on mobilisation. At the same time a Corps of
Drums also came into being which formed part of the Defence
Platoon on deployment.. In March 1954, on the 100th anniversary of
the founding of the Volunteers, the HK Regiment provided the
Guard for Government House and the Band and Drums headed the
march to Government House to take up duty.
In March 1955, the band came under the complete control of the HK
Regiment and the Commandant authorised the band to be known as
the Band of the Hong Kong Regiment in July 1956. The band and
corps of drums at that time numbered 56. Roughly, half were
Filipinos, Chinese made up most of the rest. There were also a
number of Portuguese and a Panamanian in its ranks.

Major Quah became band president and CSM Castillejos looked
after discipline and administration. Colour-Sergeant M Reyes, a
Filipino bandleader, was in charge of the musical side. Another
Filipino, Corporal A
What the Regimental
Arevalo, who was
History described as ‘a
leader of the hotel band
drum and fife band’
in
which
CSM
was formed for the HK
Castillejos played and
Volunteers during the
one of the best arrangers
year 1897/98. Good
in Hong Kong looked
progress was made
after the music library.
during the following
Drum-Major Ho Chi
year greatly helped by
The Band and Drums of The Royal Hong Kong Regiment, c1960.
Ping, in charge of the
instruction from the
(Photo: from Phil Mather's collection)
Corps of Drums, was a
Sergeant Drummers of
st
nd
nineteen-year-old
Chinese
wireless
student.
1 Bn King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment and 2 Bn Royal
As most of the bandsmen worked from eight at night until two in the
Welch Fusiliers. The establishment at this time was one Sergeant
morning, the band could muster at full strength for daytime drill and
Drummer, two Corporals and 21 other ranks. The sound of the fifes
practice. For the same reason, however, they were not often asked to
and drums on parade was, by all accounts, much appreciated by all.
parade early in the morning. For evening engagements, substitutes
The band (it’s not clear whether this is a reference to the 1878 band
had to be engaged to take the places left vacant in nightclub bands.
or the ‘drums and fifes’) was still playing in 1900. The Volunteers
Bandsmen joined because they liked the musical side of their partwere again re-organised in 1902-1903, the band however was
time soldiering, but soon become equally keen on their military
reported as “tiny”.
training. For two years (1954-56), the band and drums won the
In 1919 the HK Volunteers had been renamed the Hong Kong
regiment’s .22 rifle trophy.
Volunteer Defence Corps and a Scottish Company was added and
By the middle 1950s, the band was playing at reviews and at all
inevitably pipes and drums were formed in 1920.
military and ceremonial parades in Hong Kong. It performed the
Early 1929 saw the first appearance of a new band at the Volunteers
ceremony of beating retreat on a number of occasions, played at race
annual inspection and the bandsmen had “done extremely well”
meetings and was engaged to play at the arrival and departure of
according to the retiring General Officer Commanding Hong Kong.
cruise ships. It also supplied first class bands of eight or ten for
The regimental history states, “with the tang of trombones and
dances. Besides normal band concerts it staged jazz concerts and
cornets and the steady beat of the drum keeping them in step, the
could provide an orchestra devoted to the performance of light
Corps swung from the parade ground and marched back to their
popular music.
headquarters”. An aerial photograph of a formal parade around this
Due to financial restraints imposed on the regiment, and in order to
period shows a band of 15 players dressed in whites and sun helmets.
get funding for six Ferret Scout Cars, the music was reduced to a
In June 1930, the band marched the Volunteers through Hong Kong
Corps of Drums only on 1st April 1963. During this period, however,
on occasion of the King’s Birthday.
a band of sorts could be fielded with the Corps of Drums, if required.
The Volunteer Corps was re-raised after the Second World War as
In 1969, the band was reinstated. Numbers increased, and soon the
part of the Hong Kong Defence Force being granted the title “Royal”
strength of the band and drums stood at 65.
by King George VI with effect from May 1951. The Scottish
In 1972, Clive Oxley was appointed Director of Music, eventually
Company was not re-activated so the pipes and drums effectively
rising to the rank of Major, retiring in 1990. Not a military musician
ceased with the surrender of Hong Kong to the Japanese on
by profession but a teacher and later an administrator in the HK
25th December 1941.
Government, Clive Oxley had had an interest in music from his
Approval to form a band for the Defence Force was given in July
university days and had conducted operas and choirs at various
1952, to be administered by the Hong Kong Regiment. Major
times. The band continued to perform regularly at concerts, parades,
Francis Quah, a Chinese schoolmaster, who served with the
dinners and other formal occasions throughout Hong Kong.
Regiment against the Japanese set to work to raise a band. His
Sadly, the band marched into history with the rest of the regiment
principal aide was Company Sergeant Major P Castillejos, a
when it disbanded on 3rd September 1995. Hong Kong was handed
Filipino. CSM Castillejos put the word round in musical circles that
back to China on 1st July 1997 under the terms of the end of the
recruits were needed. The HK Regiment Band was probably the only
ninety-nine year lease.
Phil Mather
army band anywhere recruited mainly from night-club musicians.
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CD REVIEW
Shining Sword. The Band of the Household Cavalry
Ah - The Household Cavalry - the most spectacular band in
the world. And there they are on the front cover - the mounted
band in all their glory. And there they are on the disc - leaping
off it with some great sounds. Let me say straight away, this
disc is really good. It also provided me with a lovely surprise.
So if you're wondering if it's worth forking out a few quid for
it - I can assure you - it is!
This is the biggest band in the army and the cover boasts an
impressive line-up - including a nice, full sax section, a piano
and a harp (I'd like to see them get those on a horse) - but no
Eb clarinet.
Two short fanfare type pieces
immediately establish the band
as being exciting, stately and
elegant - which rather sets the
tone for the whole disc. Next the march, Bravura. What a great
march. The notes tell us it was
written as a tribute to world war
one servicemen, although I had
understood that, like so many
other great marches, it was
written for the circus. Certainly,
the composer, Charles E Duble,
played the trombone in circus
bands for over twenty years.
Doesn't matter. As far as I'm
concerned it could have been
written for the Household
Cavalry. It's one that particularly
suits them when played mounted.

Other substantial pieces are Dartmoor 1912 from War Horse
by John Williams and Godspeed by the American, Stephen
Melillo, of whom I'd never heard, but, I learn, "is to wind
music what Beethoven was to the
symphony orchestra". This is
one of those fast - slow - fast
pieces with exciting rhythms that
contrast with a serene middle
section. There are lots of pieces
like this and they make great
band music. This one is very
good, and it was nice to hear the
harp in all sections.
The overture, Rule Britannia by
Schindelmeisser was entirely
pleasant but not really earth
shattering, and I would have
liked La Rejouissance to have
been a bit more fanfare like.

Under the umbrella of Instrumental Feature, the band play
three of the, perhaps, less flashy movements from suites by
Philip Sparke - Allandale from Hymn Of The Highlands,
Molto Vivo and Lento from Dance Movements. All of these
sound absolutely gorgeous, with the afore-mentioned
recurring elegance being much in evidence. The same could
be said of Dark Lochnagar from The Lochnagar Suite by
Nigel Hess. Lovely controlled cornet blowing at the
beginning. I'd give my right arm to be able to play like that.
In fact, the whole band shines throughout this lovely piece as
it meanders its way along in no particular hurry. The little
section towards the end featuring the flute was particularly
charming.
Absolutely no doubt whatsoever about the best piece on the
disc - the magnificent Variations On Laudate Dominum by
Professor Edward Gregson, one of the brass band world's
greatest ever composers. No ordinary set of variations, this.
It has been a brass band classic for many years. And this is
where my lovely surprise came in - there are two new sections
here that weren't in the original, and which I'd never heard
before. So a great piece just got even better! The whole piece
is based on the hymn tune to which is sung Oh Worship The
King and it's incredible how much variety Professor Gregson
can squeeze out of such a simple tune. The melody is well
tucked away in most of the seven variations, apart
from occasional snippets that emerge from time to time.
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Playful, purposeful, wistful, joyful, menacing, haunting - it's
all there, and wrapped up with great beauty and the great skill
for which Professor Gregson is renowned. Lovely to hear it
transcribed for military band. This version by Rob Wiffin is
not just a regurgitation of the original brass score with a bit
of woodwind accompaniment thrown in. The woodwind are
fully integrated and play a major role throughout.

A finale sequence of traditional
Household Cavalry music begins
with snippets of the regimental
slow marches. Now, it may
sound daft - as we've all heard these tunes millions of times
before - but for such a grand disc, I would rather have liked
to have heard these played in their entirety. The regimental
trot, The Keel Row is accompanied by the two best traditional
trot tunes, Money Musk and Anonymous. Evening Hymn And
Cavalry Last Post, arranged by Major Matthews, works very
well.
The disc was made in support of The Household Cavalry
Foundation which cares for the soldiers (past and present),
horses and heritage of The Household Cavalry. The
accompanying booklet has all the usual stuff including some
nice pictures of the band and brief notes about the music - in
which Lord Mountbatten is posthumously promoted to HRH!
This is a very enjoyable CD. One of the great features being,
for me, the wonderful sound of the harp which added so
much.
Stuart Dean
The CD can be ordered from the website
http://www.householdcavalrymuseum.co.uk at £15 (£10 plus
£5 post and packing) for delivery within the UK.
The whole CD, or individual tracks, in digital form can be
downloaded via the www.householddivision.org.uk/musichcav website at £0.99 per track or £10 for the full album.
The Household Cavalry Museum does not currently have
arrangements for ordering the CD by post and paying by
cheque.

IMMS UK (Founder) Branch Journal – Autumn 2019

DISCOGRAPHY
Information Required: ‘Royal Air Force Music’ Label
The discography for this edition of the Journal takes a
different form than usual. It’s more a request for information
than a specific listing.
I have been working on this discography for some time but
cannot find enough information to complete it from my own
resources. I would therefore like to ask readers if they could
help fill in the gaps.
The required information covers CDs issued by RAF Music
Services and which were only available through the RAF
Music Charitable Trust website: www.rafmct.org.uk, (not to
be confused with the RAF Charitable Trust website).
These CDs have the prefix RAFMS or RAFMRL and seem
to include the words ‘Royal Air Force Music’ together with
the RAF roundel somewhere on the cover. It’s not known,
however, how many recordings were issued on this label.
I already have complete details for the following CDs:
CENTRAL BAND
THE CLASSICAL COLLECTION (2004)
SYMPHONIES OF WIND (2005)
PEACEKEEPERS (2008)
FINEST MARCHES (2009)
IN CONCERT WITH (2011)
THE BLUE & THE GOLD (2014)
COLLEGE BAND
AMERICAN LEGENDS (2011)
REGIMENT BAND
TRIBUTE: THE ARRANGEMENTS OF JOHN
MARTINDALE (2009)
FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE (2011)

I need the details noted below for the following CDs:
CENTRAL BAND
AT YOUR REQUEST conductor, number, date
EPIC ENCOUNTERS conductor, number, date
ON PARADE conductor, number date
COLLEGE BAND
MUSIC FOR CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS conductor,
number, date
IN CONCERT (RAF Music label CD?) number, date, tracks
HIGH FLIGHT conductor, number, date
REGIMENT BAND
AN EVENING WITH conductor, number, date
FANFARES, MARCHES & OVERTURES number only
RAF IN CONCERT CDs from 2005 to 2018: full details are
required for all of these.
A number of CDs have been issued by the Squadronaires,
Swing Wing and Shades of Blue groups in the series.
Numbers and dates are therefore required for the following:
ALL PRESENT AND CORRECT (Squadronaires)
SING SWING WING (Swing Wing)
SOME NICE THINGS WE HAVE MISSED (Swing Wing)
DOIN’ BASIE’S THING (Squadronaires)
FLYING HOME (Squadronaires)
BACK IN TOWN (Shades of Blue) track listing required
If any reader has bought CDs through the RAF Music
Charitable Trust not listed above, I would be glad to hear from
them also. Details to Phil Mather, 34 Malvern Avenue, Bury,
Lancs BL9 6NW or email philip.mather2@outlook.com
The RAF Music Charitable Trust website is well worth a
look. There are several of these RAF bands’ CDs for sale on
it at the bargain price of £4 each.
Many thanks.
Phil Mather

A Unique Occasion
The crowds gathered around
Buckingham Palace during the
Queen's Birthday Parade on
8th June this year were treated to a
rare sight.
For the first time the Queen's
Colour Squadron of the Royal Air
Force provided the Old Guard on
the day of the parade, supported
musically by the Central Band of
the Royal Air Force. They handed
over to 1st Battalion Grenadier
Guards who had earlier trooped
their Queen's Colour on Horse
Guards Parade.
The RAF Flypast after the parade
served as a fitting end to this unique
occasion.
Drum Major Paul Phelan and Flight Lieutenant Chris I’Anson pictured leading the Central Band of
the Royal Air Force on Public Duties on 11th June 2019. (Photo: Steve Mason)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Day/Date
Sunday 8
Sunday 8
Monday 9
Tuesday 10
Tuesday 10
Wednesday 11
Wednesday 11
Thursday 12
Thursday 12
Saturday 14
Sunday 15
Sunday 15
Thursday 19
Thursday 19
Saturday 21
Saturday 21
Wednesday 25
Wed.25 & Thur.26

Thursday 26
Friday 27
Saturday 28
Sunday 30
Wednesday 2
Thursday 3
Wednesday 9
Thursday 10
Saturday 12
Saturday 12
Thursday 17
Thursday 17
Friday 18
Friday 25
Friday 25
Saturday 26
Friday 1
Friday 1
Sunday 3
Saturday 9
Saturday 9
Sunday 10
Sunday 10
Sunday 10
Tuesday 12
Tuesday 12
Thursday 14
Thursday 14
Saturday 16
Saturday 16
Sunday 17
Sunday 17

Band

Event

RAF College
RAF Halton Volunteer Band
RAF Regiment
Royal Marines Scotland
Parachute Regiment
Parachute Regiment
Royal Marines Scotland
Royal Marines Portsmouth
Royal Marines Scotland
RM Association Concert Band
RAF Central
Royal Marines Collingwood
CWSO
Royal Marines Plymouth
IMMS UK Branch
RAF College
Royal Marines Portsmouth
RAF College
Royal Marines Scotland
RAF Swing Wing
CWSO
CWSO
RAF Squadronaires
RM Orchestra & CWSO
Royal Marines CTC
RAF College
RBL Central Band
RAF College
Royal Marines Plymouth
Royal Marines Scotland
Household Cavalry
Scots Guards
RAF Central
RAF Central
RAF Swing Wing
Surrey Police
RAF Swing Wing
Royal Marines Collingwood,
Household Cavalry, Scots Guards,
HAC; Yeomanry, RAF College
Royal Marines Portsmouth, Massed
Bands Guards Div., CWSO, RAF
Central
Royal Marines Portsmouth,
Massed Bands Guards Div.,
RAF Central

Royal Marines Scotland
Welsh Guards
Brigade of Gurkhas
RAF Regiment
Welsh Guards
Royal Marines Plymouth
A Band of the Royal Marines
HAC & Huntingdonshire Concert
Grenadier Guards
Irish Guards

SEPTEMBER
Battle of Britain Parade
Bandstand Concert
Battle of Britain Parade
Concert
Beating Retreat & Concert
Beating Retreat
Concert
Concert
Concert
RM Charity Concert
Battle of Britain Service
Concert
Concert
Concert
Quarterly Meeting
Concert
Concert
Autumn Concerts
Concert
Big Band Concert
RBL Concert
Concert
OCTOBER
Big Band Concert
Orchestral Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Festival of Remembrance
Concert
Concert
Concert
NOVEMBER
Big Band Concert
RBL Concert
Big Band Concert
Lord Mayor’s Show

Location

Time

Market Place, Newark
Jubilee Gardens, Windsor Castle
City Hall, Norwich
Regent House School, Newtonards, NI
Thursford Collection, Fakenham
Market Place, Oakham
Comber Presbyterian Church, NI
St Mary’s Church, Fratton
Regal Unionist Hall, Enniskillen, NI
Romsey Abbey
Westminster Abbey, London
Ferneham Hall, Fareham
Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks
Roebuck Theatre, HMS Raleigh
Kneller Hall, Twickenham
Sheffield Cathedral
Medina Theatre, Ryde, Isle of Wight
Whittle Hall, RAF Cranwell, Sleaford
Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline
Whittle Hall, RAF Cranwell, Sleaford
Christ Church, Bexleyheath
Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks

1015
1200 & 1400
1130
1900
1900
1830
1930
1930
1930
1930
1030
1430
1900
1930
1400
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1900
1900

Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip
St Mary’s Church, Fratton
Pavilion Theatre, Exmouth
The Cast, Doncaster
Southwark Cathedral, London
Grammar School, Otley
Roebuck Theatre, HMS Raleigh
Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline
Winter Gardens, Margate
Lincoln Cathedral
Exeter Cathedral
Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare

1930
1930
1930
1930
1900
1930
1930
1930
1915
1930
1930
1930

Drill Hall, Lincoln
Lakeside Country Club, Frimley
Civic Centre, Carlton-in-Lindrick

1930
1930
1900

City of London

1000

RBL Festival of Remembrance Royal Albert Hall, London

1400 & 1900

National Act of Remembrance

The Cenotaph, Whitehall, London

1000

Remembrance Day Parade
Welsh Guards Assn.
Welfare Trust Concert
Esprit De Corps Concert
Royal Salute
Concert
Seafarers UK Concert
Concert
Royal Tank Regt.Assn. Parade
Irish Guards Assn. Parade

George Square, Glasgow
Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks
Dolphin Centre, Darlington
Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip
Green Park, London
Roebuck Theatre, HMS Raleigh
Assembly Hall, Worthing
Hinchingbrooke Centre, Huntingdon
The Cenotaph, Whitehall, London
Wellington Barracks, London

1030
1420
1900
1930
1120
1930
1930
1930
1000
1130

PLEASE NOTE: Events are shown in good faith, but dates and times are subject to change. Please check for further details with
the venue before attending.
A listing of events to the end of December 2019 is available on our website at: http://www.imms-uk.org.uk/page10a.html
18
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THE HOUSEHOLD DIVISION MUSIC FESTIVAL 2019
There will be a full report on this year’s Household Division Music Festival in the next edition of Band International. In the
meantime, here’s a small selection of Colin Dean’s photos of the occasion to whet your appetite.

An appreciative audience gathered to hear the Coldstream Guards Jazz Orchestra playing the music of Stan Kenton
on the Thursday afternoon of the Festival.

The flute section of the Band of the Irish Guards playing in
the World of Dance concert on the Wednesday evening of
the Festival.
From left to right: Lance Sergeant Linda MacFarlane,
Musician Nikki King and Lance Corporal Lizzie Ward.

Horns and Serpents! The Duke of York’s 18 th Century
Band played music by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven and
Kommer on the Friday of the Festival.
Colour Sergeant Nick Stones and Sergeant Mick Rimmer
here on natural horns and Lance Corporal Gareth Craik
grappling with the serpent.
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