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CHAIRMAN’S CALL
This year has been quite a challenging
one for me. Not only have we lost
your Branch Vice-Chairman John
Crisford, but your Branch President,
Geoff Kingston, has decided that he
will be standing down at next year’s
AGM. As you are all aware, John
also stepped into the breach to take on
the responsibility of International
Treasurer and it has fallen to your
Committee to find a new Treasurer.
So far finding a new Treasurer has
proved impossible, and a decision
will be made at the next Committee
meeting as to how to proceed.
The good news, however, is that your
Committee asked me to approach
Major Roger Swift to invite him to
become the next Branch President,
and I am delighted to be able to tell
you that Roger has accepted the
invitation with effect from next
March. This is, of course, subject to
the approval of the membership at
next year’s AGM.
While on the subject of the AGM,
there will be several vacancies on the
Committee to be filled and I would
urge you all to consider your role in
the Branch and put your name
forward for election. The Committee
meets four times a year on the
morning of the Branch meetings and
usually there is one all-day meeting
where more time can be given to
discussing matters of concern. One of
these main concerns continues to be

recruitment of new members. Jim
Davies has been proactive in this and
arranged for the Branch to have a
display at the Household Division
Music Festival in June and joined me
at Kneller Hall for the Summer
Concerts. Sadly, we only managed to
recruit one new member, but we will
keep trying! We have some new freestanding lightweight table-top display
boards, so if you are attending a
concert where you believe there
would be space to display them,
please let me or Jim know. The new
recruitment leaflet is nearing
completion. It will be a similar trifold
format to the previous one, but in a
new layout with a membership form
which can be filled in and returned to
our Membership Secretary.
At our next Committee meeting I will
be looking to confirm the dates for our
meetings in 2019, and I hope to be
able to confirm speakers for next year
in time for our meeting in December.
If you have any ideas for possible
speakers, please feel free to let me or
Jim know (ideally with contact
details).
I have just returned from my annual
visit to my homeland for the
Edinburgh Festival and came across
this thought from one of Scotland’s
greatest writers, Sir Walter Scott,
“Life is too short for the indulgence of
animosity”. I leave you with this as
my parting shot.
All best wishes.
Alan Purdie

Website: www.imms-uk.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook

FRONT COVER: Captain Neil
Skipper leads the Band of the Royal
Artillery from Green Park on 9 th June
after playing for the Royal Gun
Salute marking The Queen's Official
Birthday. (Photo: Mike Boxall)
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The IMMS UK Branch Journal is published four times a year. The remaining closing date
for copy in 2018 is 14th November. Contributions for the Journal from members are always
welcome. The annual membership subscription, due on 1st January, is £25 of which the UK
Branch retains £8 to help finance local activities. Members receive in addition to the UK
Branch Journal three editions each year of Band International, which is sent to all members
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BRANCH SECRETARY’S NOTES
Branch meetings
With the kind permission of the
Commandant, Colonel Victoria Reid
OBE, and with the support of her
team, our meetings take place at The
Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall Twickenham TW2 7DU.
The remaining meetings this year will
be on Saturdays 22nd September and
8th December, starting at 14 00.
When attending meetings, you’ll need
to allow time to complete the security
procedures at the School. If you travel
by public transport or on foot, notify
me in advance. If travelling by car for
the first time, notify me of your
vehicle’s registration number.
Members’ details are held at the
Guardroom for subsequent visits.
Remember to carry your IMMS
membership card as proof of identity.
Lost membership cards can be
replaced on request.
Annual General Meeting
Our AGM was held on Saturday
16th June, delayed from 3rd March
because of the wintry weather then
gripping the country. Members heard
reports from your officers about the
state of the Branch and our plans.
This year, because your officers are
now appointed by your committee,
and as most of your committee
members were mid-term, no elections
were required. Ron Shooter's term as
a committee member had expired, but
he graciously agreed to be co-opted to
the committee.
A full list of officers and committee
members is shown on page 2, and the
officers’ reports to the AGM are
reproduced on pages 18 to 21 of this
Journal.
Branch meeting 16th June
We were delighted to welcome
Lieutenant Colonel Roger Tomlinson
as our guest speaker after the lunch
break. Roger's delightfully-prepared,
thorough and humorous talk took us
on a tour of military music and musicmaking. His career stretched from the
Duke of York’s Royal Military
School to the pinnacle of military
music as Principal Director of Music
(Army), an appointment he held from
1992 to 1994.
Roger's narrative was punctuated by
well-chosen music and splendid
videos. Wonderfully, he reminded us
of the 'Mozart' Royal Tournament
when, in a feast of colour and sound,

the massed cavalry bands - shortly to
be disbanded - entered the Earl's
Court arena playing Mozart.

Colin Dean with Roger after his thorough
and humorous presentation.
(Photo: Jim Davies)

We also learnt something of the
‘hazards’ of being a mounted
musician, as well as the challenges
posed by the Riding School for the
slightly older new rider. Quite apart
from the security challenges then
prevailing,
Roger's
otherwise
splendid charger Dunfermline simply
would not walk over a manhole cover
and wouldn’t go anywhere near
elephants, fellow participants in a
long-past tattoo!
Portsmouth meeting 4th August
I regret it was necessary to cancel the
regional meeting planned for
Saturday 4th August at Portsmouth
Guildhall. Unfortunately, the level of
response I received indicated that the
meeting would not have been viable;
there would have been insufficient
members present to do justice to our
visiting speakers.
I apologise to those disappointed by
this decision; I hope to arrange a
meeting at Portsmouth before the
Open Day Concert on Saturday
9th August next year; make a note in
your diary now!
Branch meeting 22nd September
Our guest speaker on Saturday
22nd September at Kneller Hall will be
Colonel Timothy Purdon LVO, OBE.
Commissioned into the Irish Guards
in 1969, he received an MBE for his
part in Op. Agila – the Ceasefire
Monitoring Force in Rhodesia/
Zimbabwe, commanding Assembly
Place Foxtrot.
He transferred from the Irish Guards
to command 1st Battalion Welsh
Guards for two years in Ballykelly,
Northern Ireland, 1992-94, for which
he received the OBE.
His final posting was Deputy
Commander 3 Brigade, based in
Portadown, before leaving the Army

in 1999 to work with The Royal
British Legion.
In January 2013 he took over the post
of Regimental Adjutant, Irish Guards,
retiring in January 2018. He was
Director of Ceremonies for the Order
of St John for several years and is a
Knight of St John.
A member of Her Majesty’s Body
Guard, the Honourable Corps of
Gentlemen at Arms, he was the
Lieutenant from 2016 to 2018 and
was appointed a Lieutenant in the
Royal Victorian Order (LVO) in
2018.
Married to Angela, he has two
daughters and a son, James, who was
a Captain in the Irish Guards and left
the Army in 2013.

Colonel Timothy in the uniform of the
Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at
Arms. (Photo: Crown copyright)

Newsbriefs
Did you receive my recent e-mail
Newsbriefs? If not, and you would
like to receive these occasional
Newsbriefs about the exciting
forthcoming military music events,
please send me your e-mail address,
or a new e-mail address if yours has
recently changed; my e-mail address
is: acrecottage2003@yahoo.co.uk.
Do let me know about parades,
concerts and/or other military band
events you hear about, particularly at
short notice, so that, if possible, the
information can be shared with other
members. By the way, do keep an eye
on our website: www.imms-uk.org.uk
maintained by Ron Rose, which has
information about all our activities.
Jim Davies
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OBITUARIES
John Crisford CBE
I have known John Crisford for most of my working life at
The Royal British Legion, but when it came to writing this
Obituary I realised how little I knew about John’s early life.
John was born on the 6th of December 1940 in
Jerusalem and returned to the United Kingdom
at an early age. He was educated at the Duke of
York’s Royal Military School in Dover and this
must have been where he discovered his love of
music in all its aspects. The School’s military
band obviously took priority, though, as when
he left school he joined the Army as a musician.
He joined the Band of the Royal Horse Guards
(The Blues) and went to Kneller Hall to attend
the pupil’s course. The Director of Music at that
time was Lieutenant Colonel David McBain,
while amongst John’s recruit squad was Frank
Renton who went on to greater things. John told me many
tales of adventures that he and Frank got up to none of which,
sadly, can be printed!
While at Kneller Hall John won the Cousins Memorial Prize
in 1961 and when he left he returned to the Royal Horse
Guards as a tuba player. Later John transferred to the Band
of the Royal Electrical & Mechanical Engineers as a
euphonium player. When he stopped playing music
professionally, he served in the Royal Army Pay Corps until
finally retiring from the Army after 25 years service.
On his retirement John joined The Royal British Legion
where he was an active member, both locally and nationally.

At national level John served on the Board of Trustees for
many years, culminating in his election as National Chairman
in 2013. His final Conference as National Chairman was in
Eastbourne in May 2016 where the traditional
Parade and Wreath Laying was led by John’s
former Band (now the Band of the Household
Cavalry) which gave him great pride.
At the evening concert he was invited by Major
Craig Hallatt to conduct the closing march
which was, of course, The British Legion by
Thomas Bidgood. What a way to end an
illustrious Legion career which John revelled in.
John was awarded the CBE for his services to
The Royal British Legion in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List in June 2016.
John’s interest in music never waned throughout his life and
he continued to play the tuba, joining with his comrades at
many band reunions. This interest manifested itself when
John joined the UK branch of IMMS and he quickly got
involved on the Branch Committee. When Alan Hardwick
retired as International Treasurer, John was only too ready to
offer his services.
Sadly, John’s time was cut short and he Passed to Higher
Service on 2nd May this year. His passing has left a vacuum
in the lives of all those privileged to have known him.
Alan Purdie
Branch Chairman

Major Paddy Dunn MBE, RM
I learned with great sadness that Paddy has died. After his
father’s passing Paddy stayed close to the Royal Marines
Band Service and was instrumental in setting up and leading
the hugely successful Royal Marines Association Concert
Band at Eastney through its formative years.
This he did with distinction while also making
available musical scores and recordings from
his father’s success with EMI. In conjunction
with this he ran his own CD and DVD
marketing business from his home in London
utilising precious historic EMI material from
its archive of his father’s recordings.
He was a respected Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of Musicians, of which
his father had been Worshipful Master in the
1980s, and had served as one of the Company’s
Court of Assistants, a role that could perhaps
have led to him eventually becoming Master
himself. Paddy was also a Freeman of the City of London.
After leaving the Corps he took an active interest in the Royal
Marines Association, holding a responsible position in its
management structure over many years. It has been a great
shock for me to learn of his passing for I was totally unaware
of any health problems that may have hastened his death.
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The Corps has lost one of its very best, and a final link with
the Dunn family. It should not be forgotten that the family
produced distinguished Army Directors of Music as well as
our own Sir Vivian.
Paddy, who as a youngster grew up in North
barracks ‘G’ house while his father was serving
as the first Principal Director of Music RM in the
1950s, nurtured a lifelong regard for the Corps’
Musicians. He even took lessons with the cornet
professor before the decision was made that he
should join the Corps as a young GD officer.
He served with distinction until retirement with
the rank of Major. His subsequent award of an
MBE indicates the respect of his contemporaries
for his overall and genuine ability to lead from
the front.
In his lifetime Paddy was rightly proud of his
father’s illustrious achievements. However I am sure that, like
father like son, he now also deserves acclaim for taking the
family name forward. We in the RM Band Service have
benefited hugely from his long association with us and it is
my privilege to say so.
Graham Hoskins
former Principal Director of Music, RM Band Service
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NOTICES
A post-Lord Mayor’s Show get-together
Members in London for the Lord Mayor's Show on Saturday
10th November are invited to an informal get-together in the
afternoon after the procession has arrived back at Mansion
House. The meet, organised by Steve Mason, will be at the
Crosse Keys pub, 9 Gracechurch Street, EC3V 0DR,
beginning around 3pm. This Wetherspoons pub has an
extensive menu and range of drinks available, including soft
drinks.

postcard set are the same as for the drum horse books. If you
order the postcard set and a book, or books, the total p&p will
be £2.50. Please ensure that you advise George which items
you are ordering.

Several overseas members in London for the weekend’s
events have expressed an interest in being there and it should
be a great opportunity to share experiences of what is always
an entertaining day. A finish around 6pm will allow time to
get back to a TV for the Festival of Remembrance broadcast
that evening.
A new book and a postcard set
The drum horses of the Household Cavalry have always been
a stirring sight and a supplement to an illustrated book that
traces their history over the past hundred years or more has
recently been produced.
The author, George Lawn, a percussionist and mounted
kettle-drummer in The Life Guards during the 1950s and
‘60s, will be familiar to many of you as the author of Music
in State Clothing, the history of the Band of The Life Guards.
After much detailed research and picture collection
(including a picture taken by Colin Dean at the age of nine
with his first ever roll of
film!), George produced
an authoritative work:
Drum Horses of The
Household Cavalry (A
Pictorial Record) in 2012.
A 32-page soft back book
in A4 format, it gives
details and pictures of all
the Life Guards’ and
Royal Horse Guards’
drum horses to that date.
George has gone on to
cover the story up to 2015
in the 22-page Drum
Horses of The Household
Cavalry, a Supplement.
Drum Horses of The Household Cavalry (A Pictorial Record)
can be obtained from George for £10 plus £2 p&p and the
Supplement for £6 plus £1.60 p&p. If you buy them both the
combined postage is just £2. Order from George at The
Poplars, The Street, Bridgham, Norwich NR16 2AB making
your cheque payable to G. Lawn.
In addition to producing his books, George commissioned a
set of 14 paintings by Ray Kirkpatrick depicting the uniforms
and duties of a drummer of The Life Guards in the 1950s and
‘60s. These show the wide variety of uniforms that George
would have worn during his service, including in the role of
Trumpeter which all musicians then took turns to carry out.
George has made the paintings available as a set of postcards
at £7 for the set of 14, plus £1 p&p. Order details for the

‘Mounted service dress with cavalry pattern side drum’ and ‘State
dress with Guards pattern side drum’, two of George’s postcards in
the set of Life Guards drummers’ uniforms of the 1950s and ‘60s.

A 50th anniversary
Tuesday 31st July this year was the 50th anniversary of the first
broadcast of the BBC’s classic sitcom Dad’s Army. Almost
to the day, Steve Mason found this excerpt in the first,
Summer 1968, edition of Kneller Hall's magazine Fanfare:
“An orchestra comprised of 21 members of the Band of the
Coldstream Guards, directed by Capt. Trevor Sharpe MBE,
LRAM, ARCM, psm, Director of Music, provides the
accompaniment to Bud Flanagan who, at 71, makes a soundonly television come-back in June in a new BBC1 comedy
show starring Arthur Lowe.
Bud sings Who Are You Kidding, Mr. Hitler, the title theme
to 'Dad's Army,' a series of six programmes about the
escapades of the Home Guard, hastily preparing to fend off a
threatened invasion in 1940. The title song was specially
composed in the 1940-style by Derek Taverner and James
Perry. Mr. Perry is co-writer of the series with David Croft.”
As Steve notes, the 'series of six programmes' went on to
become 80 programmes and a feature film!
A new uniform
The front cover of the last edition of the UK Journal, and the
back cover of this edition, feature RAF musicians in the new
uniform of Royal Air Force Music Services.
The updated uniform draws on features from several
preceding uniforms. The cuff embellishments were a feature
of the 1923 uniform, while the jacket embellishments are
from 1946. The gold-trimmed blue belt and buckle is
reinstated from the 1960 uniform and, with aiguillettes no
longer worn, the 3-rope corded plait epaulettes from 1958
have returned. The headdress remains the same as was issued
in 2011.
The trousers now have a single stripe in gold, while the tunic
has a dark blue collar with gold trim matching the rear panels
and cuffs. All RAFMS personnel now wear the same ‘RAF
MUSIC’ shoulder flashes, clearly denoting the service that
they belong to and represent.
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BRANCH VISIT TO RMSoM
Thanks to the kindness of Major Pete Curtis MBE, RM,
Director of Music Training, a select group of members and
guests visited the Royal Marines School of Music at HMS
Nelson, Portsmouth, on Tuesday 3rd July. Major Curtis and
Drum Major Chris Mace (himself an IMMS member) were at
the gate of the school to meet the bus that had shuttled us from
Trafalgar Gate and accompanied us throughout the visit.
The tour included the former
detention block (seemingly!)
purpose-built with the cells
ideal for music tuition and
practice.
We looked in on a tuition
session where, in the middle of
his lesson, Bugler Bailey Ryan
suddenly found himself playing
his side drum to an appreciative
Bugler Bailey Ryan playing ad hoc audience, a situation
to an appreciative audience. which didn't seem to worry him
(Photo: Jim Davies)
at all!
We then moved to the rehearsal hall where WO1 Ivor
Hutchinson was rehearsing the band for the Open Day
Concert at Portsmouth Guildhall on 4th August. A welcome
cup of tea, courteously served by young musicians, was

followed by a splendid marching display led by Chris Mace
and WO2 Nev Dednum.

The young musicians' marching display. (Photo: Jim Davies)

I must record our grateful thanks to Major Curtis, Drum
Major Mace, James Pinney and the team at the RMSoM for
making us so welcome again for such an enjoyable afternoon.
Major Curtis, who has been a staunch supporter of IMMS,
will be retiring from the service on 4 th August. The concert
and Beating Retreat at Portsmouth Guildhall will be his final
engagements with the Band Service, so we wish him well for
the future.
Jim Davies

TWO SPRING CONCERTS
The Royal Artillery Band at Tidworth Camp
Having relocated to Tidworth Camp as part of the
restructuring of Army Music under FAM2020, the Royal
Artillery Band gave a Spring Concert at the Tidworth
Garrison Theatre on 26th April.
Under Director of Music Captain Neil Skipper, the 31-piece
band included three guest musicians from the Waterloo and
Salamanca Bands of The Rifles. The concert opened with
Also Sprach Zarathustra (Strauss). Member Billy Mear, who
sent in the details of the concert, noted this as his favourite
from the programme. It was followed by Saint-Saens’ Organ
Symphony and then, by way of contrast, Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom (Williams, arr. Bullock).
Show tunes from The Greatest Showman, Pirates of the
Caribbean and The Wizard of Oz made up the remainder of
the first half, only broken by Concierto de Aranjuez (Rodrigo)
featuring soloist Sgt Howitt.
After a 20-minute break, a Big Band of 15 musicians played
a selection from the musical Chicago followed by Somewhere
from West Side Story. A Last Night of the Proms selection
preceded The Music Makers (Mitchell) and the Royal
Artillery Slow March (Duchess of Kent) to conclude what
Billy reports was a thoroughly enjoyable concert.
From information supplied by Billy Mear
The Army Medical Services Band at Middle Wallop
The Army Medical Services Band (Director of Music,
Captain Pete Bede) gave a concert at Middle Wallop in May
in support of The Museum of Army Flying.
A varied programme included several well-known pieces,
some from the world of brass bands and a few new to me. La
Malagueña was a lively opening followed by The
Dambusters March commemorating the imminent 75th
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anniversary of Op. Chastise. The Fire Dance from Peter
Graham’s Call of the Cossacks featured several soloists
before the fictional ‘King’s Fusiliers’ were remembered in the
theme from the 1970s TV series Soldier, Soldier.
Conducting was shared with WO1 Pete Brydon (now
Bandmaster of the Band of the King’s Division) who started
with Band of Brothers followed by Michael Bublé’s Haven’t
Met You Yet and Where Never Lark or Eagle Flew by James
Curnow.
The second half included Symphonic Dances from West Side
Story, The Armed Man (A Mass for Peace) by Karl Jenkins,
recalling the Kosovo conflict of 20 years ago, Capricious
Aloysius, Four Norfolk Dances by Philip Sparke, Beguine
Festival and the Corps’ March Here’s a Health Unto His
Majesty.
If you have not
heard the band
play, I strongly
recommend you
take the earliest
opportunity to
enjoy
their
music.
Their
repertoire
is
varied
and
The AMS Band clarinet and bassoon sections exciting. I’m no
at Middle Wallop. (Photo: Robin Ridewood) musician,
but
both Robin Ridewood and I thoroughly enjoyed the evening’s
entertainment and would go again! Can’t say fairer than that!
The Band, based in Camberley, Surrey, is currently recruiting
for all instruments. Please tell your family, friends and
anyone else who may be interested. The contact is WO1
Marcus Gibbons, telephone 01276 412620 or 07787 513759,
email Army Med-AMS-Band-WO@mod.uk. Charles Gray
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BANDS ON PARADE
Freedom Parade in Brecon

Weymouth Armed Forces Day

A freedom parade in Brecon for the Mandalay Wing of the
Brigade of Gurkhas has occurred every year for 32 years and
on Sunday 24th June the Gurkhas, led by The Band of the
Brigade of Gurkhas, marched proudly through the town they
call home. It was my fourth time attending the parade, having
first attended in 2015 when the regiment celebrated its 200th
anniversary.

Following an Armed Forces Service at the Weymouth
Cenotaph on 24th June, the South Wales Police Band, the
Wessex Military Band and the Guards Division Corps of
Drums Association headed a parade of veterans along
Weymouth seafront. In the afternoon the bands performed on
the Weymouth Pavilion forecourt.

The band, in their rifle green tunics, led the parade on to The
Bulwark in the town centre playing Le Regiment de Sambre
et Meuse. After the parade halted, the band began to play their
static music selection, which varies every year. This year, the
large crowds were treated to a medley of James Bond
Themes, entitled James Bond 007. The medley features
Octopussy, The James Bond Theme, For Your Eyes Only,
Goldfinger and possibly more, but unfortunately the medley
was cut short as a Piper from the 2nd Battalion Royal Gurkha
Rifles began to play to lead the dignitaries from The Guildhall
to the saluting dais.
After the General Salute, the Mayor of Brecon and officers
from the Mandalay Wing began the inspection. During this
the band performed the tuneful march Lahure. I thought this
was the quickest inspection ever! Only one piece of music
was used, and even this was cut short! Perhaps it was to avoid
having the parade stand around for too long with the
temperature at 26° C.
Following speeches by the Town Mayor and the UK
Ambassador to Nepal, the band marched the short distance
around the town playing Jellalabad and then Hark Forrard,
which I was very happy to hear as it is my favourite light
infantry march. I haven’t heard it since the Band and Bugles
of the Rifles used it in their 2016 Sounding Retreat display.
After the parade, a short programme of Nepalese dances by
children of the local Gurkha Wing preceded the band’s
Sounding Retreat display. The intricate and entertaining
display of music included The Conquest of Paradise (1942)
performed as a slow march. The solo French horn player did
an outstanding job, especially in the solo passages of this
piece where you would have thought there was a full horn
section. The band then advanced to The Russian Sailor Dance
where they set off quicker than 140 paces per minute before
halting and stepping off at slower than normal slow march
pace. This then led into an exciting accelerando, featuring
crossovers, counter marching and formation marching!
Re-forming, they played The Theme from Gladiator for the
Kukri Dance, performed this year by two members of the
band dressed in combats. It was a new dance choreographed
by them which was very dramatic and interesting! The lone
piper from earlier then joined the band for the finale to play
Roever and Korb’s magnificent bagpipe tune, Highland
Cathedral.
To conclude the afternoon’s events the band marched off to
the regimental march of the Brigade of Gurkhas Yo Nepali!
Once again, the event was a great success and very well
attended by the supportive community of Brecon Town.
Videos of the band are available on my YouTube channel –
Military Bands Everywhere.
Joe Elliot

Under Director of Music Jeff Taylor, The South Wales Police
Band and Drums played Dunkirk Melody, One Moment in
Time, Royal Salute, Great Escape and Rock Around the
Clock. With a drum beating display in the middle of the set,
our reporter Billy Mear thought this band “excellent and very
smart”. They marched off, unsurprisingly, to Men of Harlech.
The Wessex Military Band under Musical Director Phil Bond
gave a varied programme playing The Middy, Officer of the
Day, Killaloe, Lord of the Dance, medleys of James Bond and
WW2 tunes, Holyrood and Our Director. With a Corps of
Drums and Drum Major in white Wolseley pattern pith
helmets and red puggaree hat bands leading, and a
sousaphone player in the band, they made a memorable sight.
The Guards Division Corps of Drums Association corps, led
by Drum Major Geoff Fairfax MBE, began their session with
the fine old flute march Hotspur. Other pieces included the
Irish tunes Mud Cabin and The Jigs, the march The Red
Cloak, and Trumpet Tunes comprising the trumpet tune from
Purcell’s Trumpet Tune and Air and the prelude of
Charpentier’s setting of the Te Deum. Concluding with the
traditional Land of my Fathers and marching off to Sweet
Polly Oliver, their varied programme illustrated the range of
music in the modern Corps of Drums repertoire.
Marching and performing their music on a really hot day, all
the musicians and drummers put on a fine show. As Billy
Mear reports: “a brilliant day out, and all for free!”
From information supplied by Billy Mear

Littlehampton Armed Forces Day
The lovely seaside town of Littlehampton came up trumps for
a band on Armed Forces Day on Saturday 30 th June with the
Band of the Grenadier Guards. And what a perfect setting for
the enthusiast - lots of music and a rare chance to see the band
away from the
vast crowds in
London.

The Grenadier Guards band on the West
Green, Littlehampton. (Photo: Phil Havell)

In hot sunshine
the band led the
parade from the
Council Offices
to West Green
on the seafront
for a drumhead
service.

Early afternoon saw a display in the main arena, under the
direction of Major Mike Smith. Playing mainly in concert
formation, the band gave us music in the modern style with
James Bond, Soul and Bossa Nova numbers. Later in the
afternoon the band also provided the music for the Sunset
Service.
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BANDS ON SHOW
The Buxton Military Tattoo
The 9th Buxton Military Tattoo took place on Saturday
7th July with two performances, at 14 00 and 19 00, in the
magnificent Devonshire Dome. Setting the mood at the
outset, we were greeted at the entrance by sentries of the
Grenadier Guards and also Private Derby XXXII, the 32nd
Swaledale Ram regimental mascot of the Mercian Regiment
- one of few mascots in the British Army to be officially
serving soldiers!
The combined bands of The Mercian
Regiment and The Yorkshire
Regiment, directed by Captain Gary
Clegg, provided the major element
of the first half of the programme
with a comprehensive and varied
sequence of music and marching.
For me, however, the tattoo came to
life in the second half of the
programme, initially with an
energetic and justifiably wellreceived display of nautical dancing
(on what was a very hot afternoon!)
by Stockport Sea Cadets. They were
Private Derby guards
the entrance at Buxton. followed by the majestic and stirring
(Photo: Jim Davies)
entrance of the Band of the Welsh
Guards, Director of Music Major David Barringer MBE,
whose photograph on the cover of the souvenir programme
showed him in his previous uniform as DoM of the Band of
The Royal Regiment of Scotland!
With their five-abreast front rank of trombones, and playing
Mackenzie-Rogan's splendid march Bond of Friendship, they
produced that familiar, thrilling music we so often enjoy on
Birdcage Walk.
The band's well-chosen selection of music had everyone's feet
tapping before all the participants, including the pipes, drums
and dancers, assembled in the arena for the finale.

The RNVBA Festival, 2018
This year’s Royal Naval Volunteer Band Association Festival
on Saturday 7th July, as in the past, consisted of parade
displays on the Portsmouth Guildhall Square in the morning
and 15-minute concert sets in the Guildhall in the afternoon.
After a closely-contested competition, the results were:
Category
Best Drum Major
Best Drum Display
Best Marching
Display
Best Soloist
Best Fleet Air Arm
Band
Best Concert
Performance,
Runner-up
Best Concert
Performance
Best Musical
Marching Band
Performance
Spirit of the
RNVBA
Best All-round
Volunteer Band in
the RN, Runner up
Best All-round
Volunteer Band in
the RN

Award
Kenneth Alford
Trophy
Collingwood Trophy
Willis Trophy

Winner
HMS Heron

Manadon Trophy
Bambara Trophy

BRNC
HMS Heron

Richard Johns
Memorial Trophy

BRNC

Lea-Wilkinson Dirk

HMS
Collingwood
BRNC

Principal Director of
Music Trophy
Daedalus Trophy

Rose Morris Trophy

C in C Challenge
Trophy

HMS Nelson
HMS Drake

Lorraine
Perrin, HMS
Nelson
HMS
Collingwood
BRNC

Look out for next year’s RNVBA Festival date and treat
yourself to a day of high standard military music-making in
Portsmouth.
From information supplied by Ron Rose

The Shrewsbury Flower Show
The 131st Shrewsbury Flower Show took place on Friday
10th and Saturday 11th August 2018. The Band of The Prince
of Wales’s Division, a brass band, conducted by Bandmaster
WO1 Troy Taylor-Smith was the only regular service band
this year.
The other bands were The Band of the Yorkshire Regiment,
an Army Reserve band, conducted by their Director of Music
Captain Gary Clegg, and The Band and Corps of Drums of
The Yorkshire Volunteers, a Regimental Association band,
conducted by their Bandmaster WO1 Richie Howard.

The Band of the Welsh Guards enters. (Photo: Jim Davies)

The circular Devonshire Dome, with its intriguing acoustic,
must be a great asset to the management as performances are
free from the vagaries of the British weather. The bands'
movements were devised to ensure that the musicians faced
each section of the audience at some point in their displays,
with the finale performed facing the saluting officer.
Proceeds of the show go to ABF The Soldiers' Charity and
I wish them well for their 10th year, when there will be two
performances on Saturday 6th July 2019.
Jim Davies
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The bandstand music program started at 11 00 each day with
each band performing for an hour and half. First up on Friday
was The Band and Corps of Drums of the Yorkshire
Volunteers. The other two bands amalgamated to march
through the town and into the showground to officially open
the show.
Each band played a varied selection of music covering most
genres, with a wide array of soloists and a drum display by
the Yorkshire Volunteers Corps of Drums.
In the evenings, the bands massed for the arena finale under
the direction of Captain Gary Clegg. This was followed by a
spectacular fireworks display by the Kimbolton Fireworks
Team.
Rodney Illsley
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Deal Memorial Bandstand Rededication

RMSoM Summer Concert and Beating Retreat

Deal Memorial Bandstand exists to keep alive the memory of
the 11 Royal Marines Musicians who were murdered by an
IRA bomb at the Royal Marines School of Music in Deal in
September 1989. On Sunday 15th July this year a concert and
rededication service were held at the bandstand before a
crowd of thousands and in perfect weather.

On Saturday 4th August a capacity audience at Portsmouth
Guildhall enjoyed the Summer Concert and Beating Retreat
by the Band of H M Royal Marines School of Music.

The Band of H M Royal Marines Portsmouth, ‘the Royal
Band’, performed under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel
Jon Ridley RM and Captain A Gregory RM. It was a poignant
occasion for Jon. In 1989 he was a 17-year-old Junior
Musician under training at the School of Music when the
bomb was detonated.
He was away from the bombed building, and mercifully
unharmed, but soon on the scene. He described his later
reactions in the Souvenir Programme: “A few hours after the
attack, we were told to queue up outside the houses in Canada
Road in order to call home to let our families know that we
were OK. I duly waited in line, still in a sense of shock, until
my turn came. I called my mother, who broke down upon
hearing my voice. I couldn’t really speak after that and
became very emotional myself. The lady whose phone it was
gave me the biggest and warmest hug possible. This stranger
made me feel that everything would be alright, that decency
was all around us and that the human spirit would prevail.”

Major Pete Curtis, Director of Music Training, and WO1 Ivan
Hutchinson, Bandmaster Training, shared the conducting of
the programme which offered the customary fine blend of
music to show off the talents of the young musicians. There
were solos by Musicians Emily Batten, Owen Muir and
Matthew Fletcher respectively on clarinet, marimba and
euphonium, as well as the overall ensemble, not forgetting a
sparkling display by the Corps of Drums.
During the second part of the programme, Admiral Sir Philip
Jones KCB, ADC, presented awards to four young musicians.
The concert concluded with a superb performance of a Queen
Forever medley which included a sensational version of the
pop group’s Bohemian Rhapsody.

The bandstand which is a thriving local music venue, and the
two-hour concert and rededication service this year, illustrate
just how that human spirit has prevailed.
The concert began with the National Anthem followed by
Keachie’s Fanfare to the Fleet Commander and King’s
Badge. The first of two pieces commemorating the 100 th
anniversary of the Royal Marines’ Zeebrugge Raid,
Vindictive (Young) and the bugle march Zeebrugge (Sumner)
were then played either side of the Buglers’ drum display
Western Front (Crowe & Thomas).
More classical fare was to follow: the overture to Orpheus in
the Underworld (Offenbach) and the Meditation from Thais
(Massenet arr. Naughton) with a violin solo by Musician K
Beard. Two more soloists, Musician R Wright and Corporal
S Saleh playing Louis Prima’s Sing, Sing, Sing ended the first
half of the concert.
After the interval, more modern tastes were catered for with
Star Wars (Williams arr. Bulla) followed by the ‘rock
classics’ Tears in the Rain (Satriani) and Stairway to Heaven
(Plant & Page arr. Trudgeon).
The Service of Rededication was followed by a finale which
included Never Forgotten (Keachie) and Rule, Britannia!
(Arne) before the traditional conclusion of Heart of Oak
(Boyce) and A Life on the Ocean Wave (Russell).
Our reporter Phil Havell commented on the size of the crowd
(estimated to be up to 9,000), the amazing amount of
technical equipment and the professionalism of the band. All
of which demonstrated again this year the triumph of the
human spirit over evil and the enormous sense of love that
Deal has for the Band Service and the wider Royal Marines.
From information supplied by Phil Havell

A sparkling display by the Corps of Drums. (Photo: Jim Davies)

The concert and Beating Retreat that Saturday afternoon were
the final engagements in the RM Band Service for Major Pete
Curtis; in September he will be taking up a non-musical post
at HMS Caledonia. The 60-strong band, having marched off
Guildhall Square to A Life on the Ocean Wave, followed by
the Major's own arrangement of Auld Lang Syne, accorded
Major Curtis a well-earned three cheers, a warm gesture to
close an emotional day. Major Huw Williams, currently
Director of Music of the Plymouth band, will be succeeding
Major Curtis as Director of Music Training.
I am delighted to record that
Colour Sergeant Bugler Chris
Mace, Drum Major at the
School of Music (and
incidentally
an
IMMS
member),
received
the
Bandmaster's
Award
of
Excellence
from
the
Commandant General Royal
Marines, Major General
Charlie Strickland, during the
Pass-out Parade at the School
the day before the Guildhall
concert.

Drum Major Chris Mace
(Photo: Jim Davies)

During the parade the 13 newly-qualified Musicians and two
Buglers passed out for duty and will be joining their bands in
the next few weeks. We wish them well.
Jim Davies
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THE ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 2018
Interview with Alasdair Hutton OBE
Alasdair Hutton OBE, the script-writer and narrator for The
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, has performed this duty for
27 years. He welcomes audiences from all over the world to
the castle esplanade each evening and has become known as
‘The Voice of Edinburgh Castle’. Prior to the final rehearsal
on 1st August, our member Joe Elliot went along to ask him
some questions about his role and the 2018 tattoo:
In three words, Alasdair, how would you describe the
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo?
Inspiring, exciting and thoughtprovoking!
As you’re the script-writer for the
show, how long would it normally
take to compile information and
create a script for the show?
Normally, it takes about around six
months. Information comes through in
little pieces and then it speeds up
closer to the event. For the tattoo that
commemorated
The
Queen’s
accession to the throne, I started work
on it about 15 or 16 months ahead.

Which act do you think the audience will enjoy the most?
I suspect they will probably like the Mexicans, but we never
really quite know until we put the show on to an audience on
the preview night for reactions. It’s very difficult, you think
you know what the audience will like most until you hear
them responding. I do suspect they will respond to the
Mexicans as they are just so noisy and colourful! Some of the
music is also familiar to them. The audience always likes Top
Secret, the Swiss drummers. The American Fifes and Drums,
I suspect will be a little dry, but they
will appreciate their heritage very
much. I do think they will go with the
Mexicans though. I’ll be interested to
see if I’m right or wrong.

With more and more military bands
being amalgamated and disbanded,
and the severe budget cuts on Youth
Music Services, do you think this will
affect the future of military bands
and the tattoo?
I suppose, the answer is it will affect
Alasdair and Joe in the Edinburgh stands with the
them but, as the second world comes
performers' coaches filling the esplanade.
forward, more and more of the Central
What does a normal day during the
(Photo: Joe Elliot)
and Eastern European countries are
summer run consist of for you?
becoming
democracies
and all their bands are opening up to
Trying to make sure I have a half-decent sleep then, in the
us in a way they never used to be as they couldn’t afford to
morning, trying to make little corrections and adjustments.
send them. So I suppose that when one side goes down, the
I refine the script if it’s needed and that usually takes up the
other side comes up. There’s a whole plethora of bands from
whole day. Of course I do occasionally do other things, but
across the world; this year there are bands from the Czech
August is pretty much devoted to the tattoo. I start my warmRepublic, Mexico, Oman a choir from Malawi, etc. What you
up just after half past eight and the show starts at nine, so
lose on one, you win on another.
I always get to the castle just after six o’clock when it closes
to the public. I like to be up here in plenty of time so I can
What have been your top three tattoos?
relax and make sure I have everything just right for that night,
The early ones really for me, I think. The ones that stand out
such as the right biography for the salute taker and all the
in my mind would be the very first one I did in 1992, which
people I will greet. This means that if there is something that
featured The Turkish Mehter Band who are an extraordinary
I need to cover, it gives me time to do it.
and colourful band. The 1994 Tattoo, when the Egyptian
Military Band came and brought a golden chariot, that was
Do you get nervous before starting the show each evening
incredible. Not just due to the props though, their pipers had
in August?
been taught to swagger but swaggering to them was much
Yes, apprehensive more than nervous, but it’s right to be
more exaggerated than ours, so they swayed from side to side!
apprehensive before a show. If you’re too confident that’s
On the 1996 tattoo we commemorated the bi-centenary of
when you don’t check and you make mistakes, and that’s
Robert Burns’ death. That was memorable as I got a friend of
when it begins to go downhill. When I was a military
mine in to read some poetry, and it was a more complicated
parachutist I used to tell my men that there was no shame in
show. For instance, we had to find someone to try and pull a
feeling nervous before a jump because if they were nervous
tail off a horse for the poem of Tam O’ Shanter!
they’d be more likely to be checking their kit and their mates’
kit more carefully to make sure there were no accidents, and
Have you got a favourite piece of music you’ve heard
the same applies to this.
being played at The Edinburgh Tattoo over the years?
Which act are you most looking forward to this year?
That’s quite a difficult question to answer, but as I’m most
heavily involved with it, I’m looking forward to the United
States Air Force Honor Guard Drill Team. I have to narrate
during it, so I have to know those guys very well, and
I’m looking forward to a good show from them. The
Mexicans are off the wall and colourful, but the drill display
team is the one I’m most looking forward to. We’ve rehearsed
a lot together and so far, it’s working fine!
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Yes, I think my favourite over the years is The 79th’s Farewell
to Gibraltar. Written all the way back in 1848, it has stood
the test of time. It can also be played both by Pipes and Drums
and by military bands, a wonderfully adaptable tune! I’m also
delighted that at this year’s tattoo, the Tri-Service bands are
playing The Ride of The Valkyries, the Regimental March
Past of The Parachute Regiment, which of course is my old
regiment!
Joe Elliott
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It wouldn't be a proper Edinburgh rehearsal if it wasn't raining!

The Massed Pipes and Drums cut some shapes.

The Tri-Service Band, made up of the bands of H M Royal Marines Plymouth, the Royal Regiment of Scotland and the RAF College.

The Drummers of The Middlesex County Volunteers show their heritage.

Fine work from The United States Air Force Honor Guard Drill Team.

All photographs taken by Joe Elliot during a full rehearsal on Wednesday 1st August and on opening night, Friday 3rd August.
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FIFTY YEARS ON
The Colchester Searchlight Tattoo, 1968
The 1968 Colchester Tattoo was held in the Lower Castle
Park, part of the grounds of Colchester Castle, built on the site
of the old Roman Temple of Claudius. Taking place on the
18th, 19th and 20th July, it featured the first appearance of the
bands representing the Queen’s Division, following the
reorganisation of the Infantry just over a fortnight earlier.
After a fanfare sounded by Trumpeters of The King’s Troop,
Royal Horse Artillery, the opening display featured the
Massed Bands and Drums of 19 Infantry Brigade,
comprising:
• 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment
• 1st Battalion, The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of
Yorkshire
• 1st Battalion, The Green Howards (Alexandra, Princess
of Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment).
The music included Mechanised Infantry (McBain), Swing
March (Mancini) and the recent hit song Congratulations
(Martin/Coulter).
Later in the Tattoo came the Massed Bands and Drums of the
Queen’s Division of Infantry. On parade were:
• The bands of the 1st, 2nd & 4th Battalions, The Queen’s
Regiment
• The bands of the 1st & 2nd Battalions, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers
• The bands of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Battalions, The Royal
Anglian Regiment.
These nine bands made a magnificent spectacle, numbering
nearly five hundred Bandsmen and Drummers. The music for
the display included The Thunderer (Sousa), Les Huguenots

‘Fusilier 50’ Beating Retreat, 2018
A ceremony of Beating Retreat in the moat of the Tower of
London on July 7th was a key event in the 2018 ‘Fusilier 50’
celebrations. The celebrations mark the creation in 1968 of
the ‘large infantry Regiment’ the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
by the amalgamation of the four English Fusilier Regiments.
A Royal Fanfare greeting the arrival of HRH The Duke of
Kent got proceedings off to a suitably regal start. The Beating
Retreat that followed featured the Band of the Queen’s
Division, the Band of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and the
Corps of Drums of the Fusiliers Association, City of London
Branch.
The call Advance from the Corps of Drums Buglers brought
the massed bands on playing The Standard of St George
(Alford). Their display began with the slow march of an
antecedent regiment, the Royal Warwickshire Fusiliers,
McBean’s March (McBean) breaking into quick time for
She's a Lassie from Lancashire (Murphy/Lipton/Neat) and
The Seventh Royal Fusiliers (Le Brun).
The musicians having formed a circle, the Director of Music,
Captain Ben Mason, conducted a static selection which began
with Three Lions (Football's Coming Home) (Broudie). As
England were playing Sweden in the quarter-finals of the
World Cup during the performance, this was well received by
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(Meyerbeer arr. Godfrey) and Under the Double Eagle
(Wagner).
Overseas bands visiting to take part in The Royal Tournament
were often shared with tattoos. In 1968 the Band and Bugles
of 2nd King Edward VII’s Own Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor
Rifles) combined with Pipes and Drums representing the
other units of the Brigade of Gurkhas, and kukri dancers. The
officer commanding the contingent revealed at a later IMMS
meeting that the kukri dance was “an ancient Gurkha
tradition, invented for the 1968 Royal Tournament”!
Also, straight from Earl’s Court, came the Corps of Drums
(actually drums and various brass instruments) of the 2nd Bn.
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry and the Musical
Drive of The King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, the latter
benefitting from a much larger arena than the confines of
Earl’s Court.
The Band of the Royal Marines, HMS Ganges, from nearby
Shotley provided the arena band while a naval field gun
display was accompanied by what was described as ‘the
Commander-in-Chief’s Personal Band, Royal Marines,
Chatham’.
Over seven hundred musicians came together for the finale,
directed by Major E J H (Dinty) Moore MBE, Director of
Music of the 2nd King Edward VII’s Gurkha Rifles. Music
included soldiers’ songs such as Dolly Gray and Tipperary,
as well as Marching Through Georgia (arr. Miller), Nightfall
in Camp (arr. Pope) and the National Anthem, after which all
dispersed to The Army, the Navy and the Air Force
(Darewski) and Hey Look Me Over (Coleman).
Colin Dean

the audience of distinguished guests and the on-lookers on the
public walkways overlooking the moat. The next piece, the
Beatles’ Hey, Jude, though tuneful, seems a little out of place
until you realise that it, too, is 50 years old, having been first
released in 1968. A London Medley brought the bands back
into formation in front of the Corps of Drums.
With the Corps’ flutes playing Keep Your Feet Still, Geordie
Hinny (Wilson) and Blaydon Races (Ridley), the Corps of
Drums marched through the bands and halted to perform a
two-minute Drum Beating display. The Regimental Slow
March Rule, Britannia! (Arne) then brought the bands
forward to play Evening Hymn and Sunset with the Corps’
Buglers who formed up on each side of the massed bands.
After the National Anthem, His Royal Highness’ permission
was obtained to march the massed bands and Corps of Drums
off parade. The British Grenadiers, played in Eb to harmonise
with the Corps’ flutes, saw the Corps of Drums play off. The
bands then marched off to The Music Makers (short version)
(Mitchell) and The Queen’s Division (Pryce).
As a poignant end to the march off the bands played Auld
Lang Syne. With the imminent transfer of all the Queen’s
Division musicians to Guards bands, in all likelihood this was
to be the last appearance of this fine multi-capability band.
Mike Boxall
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THE HOUSEHOLD DIVISION MUSIC FESTIVAL
A Wonderful Showcase of Musical Talent
Fifteen concerts in the six days of glorious sunshine from
26th June to 1st July, supported by a bar with refreshments
provided throughout the week by the Guards Museum,
ensured the festival was a great success. Coming close in the
wake of the ceremonial season it gave the musicians the
opportunity to show off their talents in a variety of styles, but
it must have been pretty hard going and requiring
considerable stamina from those involved in a number of the
concerts while trying to somehow fit in rehearsals for others
as well.
The concerts were broadly divided in styles such that the
lunchtime ones mirrored the monthly recitals with a wind
ensemble playing music by Gounod and Enescu one day,
while on another we had ‘Music from the Movies’ from pretty
well all the French horn players in the Guards Division, plus
some members of the Royal Canadian Air Force straight after
‘Changing the Guard’ a little earlier.
An unexpected treat was provided by a mostly Scots Guards
ensemble playing Sir William Walton’s Façade complete
with a narration from a professional actor and Sergeant
Rachel Smith, fetchingly attired in a flapper dress and feather
boa. It was difficult to tell which was the professional as
Rachel, minus her flute for once, displayed a previously
hidden talent.
These were all held inside the Guards’ Chapel, but the festival
had begun with the Guards Big Band outside in the sunshine,
playing the timeless melodies we associate with Glenn Miller.
‘Jazz in the Afternoon’ brought forth more big-band music in
the fresh air, including a tribute to Ted Heath (the bandleader,
not the skipper of Morning Cloud), the delightfully
entertaining Dixie Swingers and the highly talented
Saxophone Quartet.
The bands of the three senior regiments gave themed concerts
in the evenings. The Grenadiers chose modern band music,

exciting stuff if somewhat lacking in melody, but something
to keep the musicians on the edge of their seats. The
Coldstream chose music mostly from films about events of
WW2 for their concert in celebration of Armed Forces Day,
while the Scots gave us ‘Music from the Stage’, mirroring
their theme from last year’s festival. It worked well last year
with music progressing from Wagnerian opera through the
years to the present day, but it got a bit disjointed this year.
With the singers needing to get away, all the vocal items came
at the beginning and it all rather fizzled out at the end.
The Countess of Wessex’s String Orchestra chose an
interesting programme with most of the items combined with
flute players from the Guards Division, and what a delightful
partnership they made. As for Guards Brass, they opened with
fifty or more players in a number of groups filling three sides
of the chapel, playing against each other and together, all
masterly controlled by Bandmaster Andrew Porter in the
centre. The brass playing that evening was something quite
special, beautifully enhanced by the chapel’s acoustics.
To bring the festival to a close, a band of about sixty former
members of the Guards bands showed the youngsters a thing
or two. In a 2¼ hour concert with no interval, in blistering
heat outside on Chapel Square, they showed no signs
whatsoever of flagging. This was what we might term a
traditional military band concert with a number of
conductors, the senior man being Lieutenant Colonel Derek
Kimberley MBE, formerly Grenadier Guards, still very much
the master of his art some 32 years after he was the Senior
Director of Music.
All in all, a wonderful showcase of the musical talent within
the Guards Division and a real treat for the enthusiastic
audiences – as were the cream teas available from the Guards
Museum tent!!
Ronald Selby

The Band of the Coldstream Guards’ concert in celebration of Armed Forces Day in the Chapel forecourt. (Photo: MOD/Crown copyright)
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A SPLENDID EXAMPLE
Lieutenant Colonel James Andrew Jones DSO, MC
Over the last four years, during the centenary of the First
World War, I have written a series of articles commemorating
the military musicians (and former musicians) who died
during that war. It is fitting that this, the last of the series,
commemorates the senior casualty I have identified as an,
admittedly former, musician.
Lieutenant Colonel James Andrew Jones DSO MC,
2nd Battalion Durham Light Infantry, died
of wounds on 14th October 1918 less than
a month before the war ended while
commanding the 17th Battalion, the
Lancashire Fusiliers. He was originally
buried in a small local cemetery, but his
body was later exhumed and reburied in
the Hooge Crater Cemetery just outside
Ypres.

the Bedfordshire Regiment as Acting Major and second-incommand, then to the 9th Battalion, the Norfolk Regiment,
again as second-in-command. During this time James was
awarded the Military Cross in the 1917 New Year Honours
list as a Lieutenant (Acting Captain).
Finally, on 12th September 1918 as an Acting Lieutenant
Colonel, he was given command of the 17th Battalion, the
Lancashire
Fusiliers.
On
the
28th September, the first day of the Fifth
Battle of Ypres, they were ordered to attack
Zandevoorde Ridge. The battalion came
under heavy fire and, deciding that a
frontal attack would be too costly, James
opted for a flanking attack.
Having made a personal reconnaissance,
he directed the attack and despite
continued machine gun fire the battalion
achieved its objective. Losses were: 3
officers wounded, 13 other ranks killed and
78 wounded with 5 missing. It was for this
action that James was awarded his DSO,
the announcement in the London Gazette
of 15th February 1919 reading:

Born in Bombay in June 1879, James
enlisted in 2nd Battalion, the Durham Light
Infantry, as a Boy on 20th May 1895 aged
15 years 11 months. He gave his
occupation as Musician and claimed
former service with the Cadet Company of
Lt Col Jones' grave at the Hooge Crater
the Bombay Volunteer Rifles. On 1st July
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Cemetery. (Photo: Steve Mason)
1895 he was appointed Bugler, a position
“Lieutenant Colonel Jones commanded his
he held until November 1897 when, probably on mustering to
battalion with conspicuous success during a most difficult
man service, his rank is shown as Private. The Regimental
operation, involving the capture of Zandevoorde on
Journal mentions him playing in the Band and Bugles football
28th September 1918. By his behaviour under heavy machineteam and records the team’s regrets when he moved to a Rifle
gun fire at close range he set a splendid example to the
Company on promotion to Lance Corporal.
officers and men of his battalion at a very critical period of
Further promotions ultimately led to his appointment as
the attack. All ranks were unanimous in praising his coolness
Company Sergeant Major on 25th March 1914, having been
and courage.”
awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct medal the
This action was followed by the continuing pursuit of the
previous October.
retiring German army with Allied units passing through
It was as a CSM that he entered the war, the battalion landing
others to maintain pressure on the enemy. It was during this
in France on 8th September 1914. His period as Sergeant
period that James received his fatal wound during the attack
Major, though, was to be short-lived as he was commissioned
on the Roulers-Menin railway outside Ypres. Starting at
as 2nd Lieutenant on 1st October. This perhaps reflects the
5:35am in dense mist, the objective was captured an hour and
early actions in which the battalion was involved. On
a half later at the cost of 2 officers and 18 other ranks killed
20th September alone, it suffered almost as many casualties as
with Lt Col Jones dying of his wounds soon after.
st
the 1 Battalion DLI had lost in the whole Boer War. The
In an unfortunate postscript, James’ personal papers held at
‘race to the sea’ followed as Allied and German forces tried
the National Archives in Kew show the War Office later
to outflank one another to gain the advantage. When the
parsimoniously questioned his actual rank (and therefore
battalion was withdrawn from the line at the end of October
salary) at the time of his death. Some, more cynical than I,
it had lost 80% of its original strength killed or wounded.
might say ‘plus ca change’!
On 19th July 1915, at Ypres, James suffered a gun-shot wound
Steve Mason
to his upper right leg and was evacuated home. After
Sources:
treatment at Woolwich he was transferred to Leeds where he
• The Steel of the DLI: the 2nd Battalion at war 1914-1918
underwent a series of medical boards to determine his ability
by John Sheen, Pen and Sword Military, pub. 2009
to return to a battalion. These ended in October when the
• The Bugle (Journal of the DLI) – various editions
board declared his wound fully healed.
• London Gazette – various editions
His return to active service was to be pretty ‘mobile’. Initially
• WO95/2484 – Battalion War Diary 17th Battalion
company commander of A Company in the 2nd Battalion DLI,
Lancashire Fusiliers
he was soon promoted to second-in-command of the DLI’s
th
• WO339/11297 – Papers of Lt Col James Jones, Durham
19 Battalion. Later he was posted to, amongst others, the
Light Infantry
6th Battalion, the Shropshire Light Infantry, the 8th Battalion,
14

IMMS UK (Founder) Branch Journal – Autumn 2018

CONCERTS ON CAMERA

The Band of the Coldstream Guards
provided the music for the Founder’s
Day parade in Figure Court at the Royal
Hospital Chelsea on 7th June.
After the parade the musicians swapped
their bearskins for slightly cooler
forage caps to entertain guests under
the baton of WO2 Claire Lawrence.
(Photo: Mike Boxall)

The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas, under DoM
Major Tony Adams and Assistant DoM Captain
Basudev Gurung, gave twice daily concerts for
the three days of the Royal Bath and West Show
at the end of May.
Here the band is playing High on a Hill under
guest conductor Paul Hooper OBE, the Show
Secretary and a keen follower of military music.
(Photo: Phil Havell)

The Band of The Yorkshire Volunteers,
conducted by Bandmaster Richie
Howard, is seen here on the bandstand
at the Shrewsbury Flower Show in
August.
A Territorial Army band disestablished
in 1998, the members determined to
continue playing together. The band
now plays as part of the Yorkshire
Volunteers Regimental Association and
is based in Castleford, West Yorkshire.
(Photo: Rodney Illsley)
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CD REVIEW
The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland
Well, for a CD by the Band of the Royal Regiment of
Scotland entitled Walking With Heroes that commemorates
the centenary of the end of the first world war, the cover is
absolutely brilliant. Inspired. Would the CD itself live up to
it? YES!
Quite obviously, a lot of thought must have gone into the
content and the imaginative pieces chosen have produced a
CD that is very dignified, moving and, of course - musical.
The recording and the associated
tour were a partnership between
the band, Legion Scotland and
Poppyscotland, with all proceeds
going to the latter (a member of
the Royal British Legion group of
charities). So that's two good
reasons for buying it.
After a slightly un-conventional
opening fanfare, Alfred Reed's
exuberant
Music
Makers
symbolises
the
mood
of
optimism that swept the nation at
the beginning of the twentieth
century.
Then,
the
first
movement from Holst's Planets,
and more symbolism with
"Mars - The Bringer of ..." - well,
you know what. Here, a little of
the tension and excitement was, perhaps, missing from time
to time, although this may have been due to the recording,
which I found to be a bit distant here and there. The famous
songs of the First World War are represented in Major David
Marshall's march, The Western Front, which includes
Tipperary and Keep the Home Fires Burning.
The Scottish flavour is provided by a couple of songs, two
poems read by Alasdair Hutton O.B.E. and, of course…
pipers! Four of them from various outfits led by Pipe Major
Ross McCrindle of the Scots Guards, no less. Pipes and singer
both feature in Sergeant McKenzie, a soldier of the Seaforth
Highlanders who died in the First World War and who is
commemorated in this song written by his great-grandson.
I must admit, the first time I listened to this, I got about half
way through before I realised it was being sung in English
(well, sort of) and not Gaelic or something. I suppose that's
good, I love a nice dollop of 'Scottishness'. I certainly enjoyed
it.
The second song is No Man's Land, in which the singer rests
by the grave of a young soldier killed in 1916 and chats to
him about his death - and his life. Very dignified. Very
moving. And yet the song itself is not at all miserable or
anything like that. At the end of it, a lone piper plays the
lament, Flowers of the Forest, to which the singer has referred
in the song.
The pipes also feature in a very nice, sedate arrangement of
the retreat march, The Bloody Fields of Flanders with the
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harmonies of the pipes sounding particularly spine tingling.
Pipe Major John McLellan DCM composed this tune to recall
his own experiences of serving there.
The composer of Cortege from the unfinished suite, Behind
the Lines was not so lucky. He actually wrote the music whilst
serving on the western front but, sadly, never lived to hear it
as he was killed by a sniper as he was helping to recover
casualties. Can you believe that? A lovely piece, the band
arrangement here is by Major
Calum Gray, as was The Bloody
Fields of Flanders.
Amidst so much fine music, such
as
Shostakovich's
Festive
Overture, John Williams' Liberty
Fanfare and Paul Lovatt Cooper's
Walking With Heroes, the
centrepiece for me was And the
Mother Did Weep from Karl
Jenkins' choral work, Stabat
Mater. It is arranged here for
brass quartet within the band by
ex-bandmaster Chris King of the
Grenadier Guards. Slow and
solemn, of course, this beautiful
music calmly and patiently wends
its way straight to the heart, and
just seems to sum up the whole
ethos of the disc.
An extract from Last Post is very effective within the final
section of Philip Sparke's In Memoriam: For the Fallen,
during which piece Alasdair Hutton O.B.E. reads They Shall
Grow Not Old…. He also reads from Breathes There the Man
before the final march, Scotland the Brave.
One piece remains unmentioned. Half way through the disc is
a bit of a light-hearted break. Perhaps a little out of context in
style, but a welcome interlude in the middle of all this drama
and emotion, Coming Home by Robin Dewhurst, is a lovely,
easy-going jazz waltz featuring two very accomplished
duettists on trombone and that lovely instrument that only
occasionally gets an outing in a military band - the flugel
horn.
This CD is much more than just a collection of tunes. The
words of the poems and songs, the almost indescribable
contribution of the pipes and, of course, this very good band
combine to make a very worthy tribute, with all the styles of
music being played very well. I can certainly recommend this
one from Scotland's state band.
Stuart Dean

The Walking With Heroes CD can be ordered from: The
Poppyscotland Shop, The Warehouse, 160 Wishart Street,
Glasgow G31 2HT or on their website at:
https://www.poppyscotlandstore.com. The CD costs £10 and
delivery within the UK is free of charge.
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DISCOGRAPHY
The Royal Corps of Signals Regimental Marches Part 3
This authoritative collection of one hundred and twenty-eight
Regimental Marches and Trumpet/Bugle Calls of the British Armed
Forces during the Second World War, gathered together in a four
CD set, is simply entitled Tribute.
(H: Highlanders; LI: Light Infantry: RSM: Regimental Slow March)
TRIBUTE VOLUME 1
FB Productions CD TRIBCD 45-1 (undated)
Royal Navy-Heart of Oak/Women’s Royal Naval Service-Passing
By/Fleet Air Arm-Flying Stations/Royal Marines-A Life on the
Ocean Wave/Royal Marine Commandos-Sarie Marais/Life GuardsTrumpet (Tpt) Call, RSM/Royal Horse Guards-Tpt Call, RSM/1st
King’s Dragoon Guards-Tpt Call, RSM/Queen’s Bays (2nd
Dragoon Guards)-Tpt Call, RSM/3rd Carabiniers-Tpt Call, The 3
DGs/4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards-Tpt Call, RSM/5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards-Tpt Call, Soldiers’ Chorus/1st The
Royal Dragoons -Tpt Call, RSM/Royal Scots Greys-Tpt Call, Garb
of Auld Gaul/3rd King’s Own Hussars-Tpt Call RSM/4th Queen’s
Own Hussars-Tpt Call, Litany of Loretto/7th Queen’s Own HussarsTpt Call, The Campbell’s are Coming/8th King’s Royal Irish
Hussars-Tpt Call, March of the Scottish Archers/9th Queen’s Royal
Lancers-Tpt Call, Irish Washerwoman/10th Royal Hussars-Tpt Call,
The Merry Month of May/11th Hussars-Tpt Call, Moses in
Egypt/12th Royal Lancers-Tpt Call, Coburg/13th/18th Royal
Hussars-Tpt Call, A Life on the Ocean Wave & The Balaclava
March/14th/20th King’s Hussars-Tpt Call, The Eagle/15th/19th
King’s Royal Hussars-Tpt Call, Eliott’s Light Horse &
Denmark/16th/5th Lancers-Tpt Call, Scarlet and Green/17th/21st
Lancers-Tpt Call, The White Lancers/ Reconnaissance Corps-Away
to the Mountain’s Brow/Royal Tank Regt-Tpt Call, My Boy Willie.
TRIBUTE VOLUME 2
FB Productions CD TRIBCD 45-2 (undated)
Royal Artillery-Tpt Call, The Duchess of Kent/Royal Engineers-Tpt
Call, Wings/Royal Signals-Tpt Call, Begone Dull Care/Grenadier
Guards-Bugle Call, Grenadiers Slow March/Coldstream GuardsBugle Call, Milanollo/Scots Guards-Bugle Call, Hielan’
Laddie/Irish Guards – Bugle Call, St Patrick’s Day/Welsh Guards–
Bugle Call, The Rising of the Lark/Royal Scots-Bugle Call,
Dumbarton’s Drums/Queen’s Royal Regt-Bugle Call, Braganza/The
Buffs-Bugle Call, The Buffs/King’s Own Royal Regt-Bugle Call,
Corn Rigs are Bonnie/Royal Northumberland Fusiliers-Bugle Call,
British Grenadiers/Royal Warwickshire Regt-Bugle Call,
Warwickshire Lads/Royal Fusiliers-Bugle Call, Fighting With the
7th Royal Fusiliers/King’s Regt-Bugle Call, Here’s to the Maiden/
Royal Norfolk Regt-Bugle Call, Rule Britannia/Lincolnshire RegtBugle Call, Lincolnshire Poacher/Devonshire Regt-Bugle Call,
We’ve Lived and We’ve Loved Together/Suffolk Regt-Bugle Call,
Speed the Plough/Somerset Light Infantry-Bugle Call, Prince
Albert/West Yorkshire Regt-Bugle Call, Ca Ira/East Yorkshire
Regt-Bugle Call, Yorkshire Lass/Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire
Regt-Bugle Call, La Mandolinata/Leicestershire Regt-Bugle Call,
The Hunting Call/ Green Howards-Bugle Call, Bonnie English
Rose/Lancashire Fusiliers-Bugle Call, Minden March/Royal Scots
Fusiliers-Bugle Call, Highland Laddie/Cheshire Regt-Bugle Call,
Wha Wadna Fecht for Charlie/Royal Welch Fusiliers-Bugle Call,
Forth to the Battle/ South Wales Borderers-Bugle Call, Men of
Harlech/King’s Own Scottish Borderers-Bugle Call, Blue Bonnets
over the Border/ Cameronians-Bugle Call-Within a Mile of
Edinboro’ Toun/Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers-Bugle Call, Rory
O’More and The Sprig of Shillelagh/Gloucestershire Regt-Bugle
Call, The Kynegad Slashers/ Worcestershire Regt-Bugle Call, The
Royal Windsor / East Lancashire Regt - Bugle Call, The Attack.

TRIBUTE VOLUME 3
FB PRODUCTIONS CD TRIBCD 45-3 (undated)
East Surrey Regt-Bugle Call, A Southerly Wind and a Cloudy Sky/
Duke of Cornwall’s LI-Bugle Call, One and All & Trelawney/Duke
of Wellington’s Regt-Bugle Call, The Wellesley/Border Regt-Bugle
Call, John Peel/Royal Sussex Regt-Bugle Call, The Royal Sussex/
Hampshire Regt-Bugle Call, The Hampshire/South Staffordshire
Regt-Bugle Call, Come Lasses and Lads/Dorsetshire Regt-Bugle
Call, The Dorsetshire/South Lancashire Regt-Bugle Call, God Bless
the Prince of Wales/Welch Regt - Bugle Call, Ap Shenkin/
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire LI-Bugle Call, Nachtlager in
Granada & Lower Castle Yard/ Black Watch-Bugle Call, Highland
Laddie/Essex Regt-Bugle Call, The Essex/Sherwood ForestersBugle Call, Young May Moon/ Loyal Regt-Bugle Call, The Red
Rose/Northamptonshire Regt-Bugle Call, The Northamptonshire/
Royal Berkshire Regt-Bugle Call, The Dashing White Sergeant/
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt-Bugle Call, A Hundred Pipers/
King’s Own Yorkshire LI-Bugle Call, With Jockey to the Fair/
King’s Shropshire LI-Bugle Call, Old Towler/Middlesex RegtBugle Call, Sir Manly Power & Paddy’s Resource/King’s Royal
Rifle Corps-Bugle Call, Lutzow’s Wild Hunt/Wiltshire Regt-Bugle
Call, The Wiltshire/Manchester Regt-Bugle Call, The
Manchester/North Staffordshire Regt-Bugle Call, The Days we went
a-Gypsying/York & Lancaster Regt-Bugle Call, The York &
Lancaster/Durham LI-Bugle Call, The Light Barque/Highland LIBugle Call, Whistle o’er the Lave O’t/Seaforth Highlanders-Bugle
Call, Hielan’ Laddie/ Gordon H-Bugle Call, Cock o’ the
North/Queen’s
Own
Cameron
H-Bugle
Call,
Logie
O’Buchan/Royal Ulster Rifles-Bugle Call, Off, Off, said the
Stranger/Royal Irish Fusiliers-Bugle Call, Royal Irish
Fusiliers/Argyll & Sutherland H-Bugle Call, The Thin Red Line/
Rifle Brigade-Bugle Call, I’m Ninety-Five/Parachute Regt-Bugle
Call, Ride of the Valkyries/Special Air Service-Bugle Call, Marche
des Parachutistes Belges.
TRIBUTE VOLUME 4
FB PRODUCTIONS CD TRIBCD 45-4 (undated)
2nd King George’s Own Gurkha Rifles-Bugle Call, Lutzow’s Wild
Hunt/6th Gurkha Rifles-Bugle Call, The Young May Moon/7th
Gurkha Rifles-Bugle Call, Old Monmouthshire/10th Gurkha RiflesBugle Call, A Hundred Pipers/Army Air Corps-Recce Flight/Royal
Army Chaplains’ Department-Trumpet Voluntary/Royal Army
Service Corps-Bugle Call, Wait for the Wagon/Royal Army Medical
Corps-Bugle Call, Here’s a Health unto His Majesty/Royal Army
Ordnance Corps-Bugle Call, The Village Blacksmith/Royal
Electrical & Mechanical Engineers-Bugle Call, Lillibulero/Royal
Military Police-The Watchtower/Royal Army Pay Corps-Bugle
Call, Primrose & Blue/Royal Army Veterinary Corps-Bugle Call,
Drink Puppy Drink/Military Provost Staff Corps-The
Metropolitan/Army Educational Corps-Bugle Call, Gaudeamus
Igitur/Army Dental Corps-Green Facings/Royal Pioneer CorpsBugle Call, Pioneer Corps/Intelligence Corps-Bugle Call, The Rose
and Laurel/Army Physical Training Corps-Be Fit/Army Catering
Corps-Bugle Call, Sugar and Spice/Queen Alexandra’s Imperial
Military Nursing Service-Grey and Scarlet/Auxiliary Territorial
Service-Bugle Call, ATS March Past/Royal Air Force-Royal Air
Force March Past/Royal Air Force Regiment-Holyrood/Royal
Observer Corps-Skywatch.
Phil Mather
(Please note my new email address: philip.mather2@outlook.com)
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AGM 2018 REPORTS
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Good morning ladies and gentlemen and can I thank you all
for joining us this morning for your belated Branch AGM
which, as you are all aware, had to be cancelled earlier this
year due to the bad weather. Thank you for your
understanding.
This report on my second year in office is, I hope, more
encouraging than last year as I believe that we have turned a
corner and the future of the Branch is healthier than this time
last year. We have had a pretty full Committee attendance at
all our quarterly meetings and we also held a very productive
all-day meeting when your Committee had time to take a long
look at our finances, recruitment and publicity. These
discussions are still ongoing and will need the support of all
of you at some point.
Inevitably we lose more members each year than we gain and
while some of these losses are due to age, ill health or,
unfortunately, those who have passed away there are still too
many members who just do not pay their subscriptions and
there are even some members who are still paying the old
subscription rate. I personally sent out 43 reminder letters
earlier this year which included a new Standing Order form
for completion but, sadly, 21 of these letters have been
ignored!
One of our most notable losses recently was caused by the
unexpected death of the Society’s International Treasurer,
John Crisford. John had only recently taken over the financial
reins from Alan Hardwick and it now falls to the UK
Committee to find a new Treasurer as soon as possible. I am
sure that there is somebody here today who could be the ideal
candidate to fulfil this task or, if you know someone who
could take this on then please come and speak to me or Jim.
Your Committee have also been considering the marketing
operations that Ron Shooter has been looking after for many
years. Ron has rightly decided that his time dealing with this
on your behalf must come to an end and, bearing in mind the
lack of new recordings we will not, at this current time, be
able to offer any CD sales at our quarterly meetings. While
this is regrettable we must be realistic. At this point I would
like to thank Ron most sincerely for everything he has done
for the membership over many years and I’m delighted that
he has agreed to continue on the Committee on a yearly basis.
Thank you, Ron.
While talking about our Committee I must report that our
Branch President, Lieutenant Colonel Geoff Kingston, has
decided to stand down next March and we are now in the
process of looking for a new President to be presented to you
at next year’s AGM.
Your Secretary, Jim Davies, continues to work tirelessly on
your behalf and due to his efforts members have had the
privilege of being able to visit more Bands this year. Jim also
arranged a very successful meeting last August in Portsmouth
prior to the Royal Marines School of Music’s Open Day
Concert and this has encouraged us to repeat the exercise this
year. While we all understand the difficulties in arranging
visits, with the declining numbers of bands, I am encouraged
that, where possible, Directors of Music have been extremely
accommodating with our members.
After the difficulties following the resignation of Andy Smith
as Editor of the Journal I am sure that you will agree that we
have found a very able Editor in Mike Boxall. Mike is
supported by a small editorial group who meet occasionally
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to assist with plans for future issues. I know that Mike would
be delighted to receive any articles or pictures that you may
have or any Reviews of Concerts you may have attended so
please keep them coming. Our Journal is only as good as you
make it.
As you are aware the Committee, reluctantly, decided that it
would not be viable for us to have a presence at the
Shrewsbury Flower Show, but I would like to thank all those
members who supported the Show over many years and
assisted on the sales stand (always at their own expense).
Should the situation change in the future I have been assured
by the Show Secretary that we would be welcome to return.
As I enter my final year as your Chairman I realise that there
are still many hurdles ahead for your Committee and for you,
as members, not the least of which is our membership but just
think that if every one of you was to recruit just one new
member in the next year we would have a very thriving
Branch indeed.
Finally, I would like to thank all my Committee colleagues
for their support throughout the year and can I also thank
every one of you for your attendance at our regular meetings.
If you have any ideas for speakers you would like to hear from
then please let me or Jim have your thoughts.
Alan Purdie, Chairman

SECRETARY'S REPORT
We continue to be appreciative of the help and support of the
previous Commandant and his staff in allowing the branch to
hold its quarterly meetings here at the home of military
music – The Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall,
and look forward to meeting the new Commandant when she
takes up her post next month. Captain Paul Goodwin MBE,
the school’s Quartermaster, is particularly helpful as our
principal point of contract.
In 2017 we were delighted again to welcome excellent
speakers from the world of military music and military musicmaking. The speakers were:
Saturday 4 March: (a.m.) Sergeant Chris Brown and (p.m.)
John Crisford CBE, ably deputising for Captain David Cole
Saturday 18 June: Colin Dean
Saturday 24 September: Musician David Wong, Band of the
Grenadier Guards
Saturday 10 December: Major Bruce Miller
Additionally, we welcomed Chris Mace and John Ambler as
speakers at our regional meeting in Portsmouth on Saturday
12 August.
Our meetings remain are a key ‘selling point’ of our Society
and I hope the numbers attending will be maintained; our
speakers give their time freely and generously to talk to us.
We are always pleased to receive suggestions for future
speakers.
Visits remain an important aspect of what we do. Our visits
in 2017 included those to the Band of the Royal Artillery, the
Band and Bugles of The Rifles, The Waterloo Band & Bugles
of The Rifles and the Royal Marines School of Music in
Portsmouth.
The visit to the Band of the Household Cavalry at Windsor
planned for May 2017 is has been re-arranged for Friday
23 March and details will be published soon. Members will
understand that because of their commitments we have to fit
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visits into the bands’ diaries, rather than the bands’ into ours!
When a visit is offered, even at relatively short notice, I grab
it!
Our publicity and sales table was present at Kneller Hall for
three of the 2017 ‘Concerts in the Park’ season. While we
support military music-making in all its forms – including by
the contemporary bands – the reality is that we really cannot
justify the time and expense in attending the ‘pop’ concert.
We believe that the team at Kneller Hall are aware of, and
understand, our position on this matter.
We made a financial contribution in support of the Guards
Festival of Music held at the Guards Chapel in June.
Ron Shooter has continued his sales stand at meetings
offering books, CDs, Fanfare magazine and other goodies.
Have you visited his table today? Ron, however, wishes to
stand down after this meeting so we are actively looking for
a volunteer/volunteers to succeed him.
Ron Rose has continued to maintain the branch’s website.
A number of my Newsbriefs are returned as undeliverable; if
you have changed your Email address or if you have given it
to us but have not received Newsbriefs, please let me know.
If you do not use e-mail but would like to receive a paper copy
of these Newsbriefs, please let me have a few stamped,
addressed envelopes and I send you a copy by Royal Mail.
My list of members’ vehicle registrations may need updating;
if you have recently changed your car, please let me have
details as the information will be very useful when dealing
with Kneller Hall and also for visits to other service
establishments.
Since 3 March, the originally-scheduled date of our AGM, the
visit to the Band of the Household Cavalry took place on
23 March at Windsor, and we have a confirmed date for a visit
to the Royal Marines School of Music on Tuesday 3 July.
Jim Davies, Hon. Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT & MEMBERSHIP
The headline is that IMMS UK branch has spent £1,697.05
more than its income in 2017. This is a reduction of £2,175.55
from the losses of £3,872.60 of 2016; the losses for both years
were covered by using funds from the CD Account (now
closed).
Apart from the continued decline in membership, more of
which below, the main feature in the finances continued to be
the Journal printing and distribution costs. These had started
to be addressed in 2016, but a longer-term solution needed to
be found. On the postage front we are largely hostage to
national and international rates, though we have targeted
production of the Journal at a weight level that will achieve
minimal postage rates for the size and quality we can achieve
(primarily using a slightly lighter grade of paper). The actual
distribution is now done by Rodney Illsley, for which we are
extremely grateful.
Rodney also helped to secure printing through North-East
Derbyshire District Council. These are significantly better
than the rates charged by commercial ventures and have
helped us to more than halve the Journal production costs,
saving ourselves nearly £1,000 an issue. Credit is also due to
the Hon. Secretary and Editor for improving the efficiency
and quality of production over the last year.
With the current level of subscription from the 2016 AGM we
are therefore in a more sustainable position as far as our main
costs are concerned. Generally, members provided the
increased subscription, though this has proved more of a
challenge to some of those who pay by Standing Order. In

2017, out of 128 members who pay by Standing Order, 58
continued at the old subscription level. This effectively cost
the Branch £232, which is not a trivial sum. Members were
contacted directly, and the situation has improved, though
there are still some which remain at the old rate. Further steps
are being considered.
Events cost a bit more to hold than the amounts
charged/recovered for them. Excepting Kneller Hall, which
has no income and incurs costs for the facilities and lunch for
speakers, there were a variety of visits, and a new event in
August in Portsmouth, which was a success with members.
Sadly, we were unable to attend Shrewsbury Flower Show
last year: to do so has had to depend on the support of
committee members and others travelling to, staying at, and
attending the Flower Show at their own expense. Advancing
age, declining membership (particularly in the region), and
difficulties with the new organisers at the Flower Show all
mounted against us.
Merchandise and other sales have continued to reduce. The
number of new CDs in production remains minimal, with
most members already owning the majority that they are
interested in. Donations of CDs from members have brought
some sales, many of these being long out of production and
general availability, but we charge little for them, and have
minimal capacity to store and display them at events. New
approaches are being considered – merchandise and other
sales have in the past been welcomed by members, and
finding such items nowadays seems to be increasingly
challenging – but we depend largely on others to produce
items of interest, so it is not possible to predict how and what
might develop.
Administrative costs were as usual kept to an absolute
minimum, with the committee members absorbing their own
costs and the only notable costs being those required for
public liability insurance (without which we could not hold
any events) and the web site hosting.
The financial summary is one of achieving a viable future.
With the current balance of income and expenditure we can
continue on a sustainable basis. This in itself is important in
that it gives us the platform on which to look to refocus the
Branch, look to what we can provide, and turn more to
address the membership situation. We therefore do not need
to consider an increase in the subscription at present.
2017 MEMBERSHIP
Highest level of membership during year: 360, consisting of:
•

1 Honorary member

•

2 Statutory (legal requirements for Journal deposits)

•

51 Complimentary (Military Bands, International
branches)

•

306 Subscription members (of which 128 paying
electronically)
This is a net reduction of 36 on 2016 – roughly 10%,
continuing the trend of recent years. The timing of this AGM,
after the weather intervened in March, means that we are in a
position, after chasing for outstanding subscription renewals,
to know that for 2018 the pattern is thus far continuing.
We do have new members, but a small number compared to
the number of those who cannot continue for whatever
reason. Perhaps because we have enquired a bit more closely
these last two years, we know that the majority of nonrenewals are for reasons of health, which is a sad consequence
of the advance of time.
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As noted under the financials for sales and merchandise
‘times are changing’ as far as the world of military music is
concerned. We know that IMMS UK still has relevance to its
membership, and to a potential wider membership. We hear
that there are things we may do which can increase what the
Branch does for its membership. There was a day-long
concentrated session held earlier in the year by the Committee
and various work is in progress on this. Updates will be given
by various means when appropriate, as we in the Committee
appreciate that the membership in general is as concerned as
we are in the decline in membership and its potential impact
on the Branch. As Shrewsbury Flower Show has
demonstrated, what we can do does depend on having enough
people in a position to work voluntarily, as we all do, self-

funded, in order to provide for the broader membership.
In the meantime, I encourage you to take any opportunity that
you can find to recommend IMMS UK to potential new
members.
There is a further point relating to membership data which
needs a bit of consideration. As I am not able to be present at
the AGM owing to family commitments, I have covered it
separately so that our Chairman can introduce it to you.
Suffice it to say that it relates to the recent personal data
protection regulation known as GDPR: it is fairly
straightforward, but being regulatory, needs a small amount
of time as an agenda item for the AGM.
Guy Morris, Hon. Treasurer & Membership Secretary

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31/12/2017
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
Income
Subscriptions
Newsletter
UK events
Regional events
Shrewsbury
Kneller Hall
meetings
Book sales
CD sales
Merchandise
Administration
Raffles
Donations
Bank interest
TOTAL

2017
7,088.42
530.00
-

2016
7,042.38
550.00
61.00
180.00
-

298.48
662.00
10.00
-

62.60
871.79
200.00
3,627.73
1.83
12,597.33

8,588.90

Expenditure
International subs
Newsletter
UK events
Regional events
Shrewsbury
KH meetings

2017

Books
CDs
MerchandiseAdministration
Raffles
Donations

TOTAL
Excess exp - inc

2016
3,322.00
5,197.00
542.00
100.00

3,366.00
6,901.46
173.65
140.25
200.00

468.00
656.95
-

66.10
68.95
169.88
334.91
200.00
-

10,285.95
1,697.05

11,621.20
976.13

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS AS AT 31/12/2017
Opening Balances £
Closing Balances £
Current Account
3,501.27 Current Account
Book Account
3,952.25 Book Account
Cash
217.24 Cash
Bank & cash totals £7,670.76 less income over expenditure £1,697.05

1,922.22
3,952.94
99.51
£5,974.67

Merchandise stock (IMMS)

£2,133.15

£2,744.15

Merchandise Stock IMMS (Note 1)

Total assets £8,107.82
Note 1 – Stock asset reduction 2017 after full check of holdings

IMMS UK Branch Personal Data Privacy Policy
IMMS UK Branch is committed to protecting and respecting
its members’, your, privacy. For any personal data you
provide for the purposes of your membership, IMMS UK
Branch is what is known in the legislation as the Data
Controller. This means it is responsible for storing and
otherwise processing that data in a fair, lawful, secure and
transparent way. This applies to all the committee members,
and any other within the Branch who has a responsibility
which involves contact with your personal data.
This Personal Data Privacy Policy explains when and why we
collect your personal information, how we use it and how we
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keep it secure and your rights in relation to it. We may collect,
use and store your personal data, as described in this Personal
Data Privacy Policy. when we collect data from you.
We reserve the right to amend this Data Privacy Policy from
time to time without prior notice. You are advised to check
our website, www.imms-uk.org.uk, for any amendments (but
amendments will not be made retrospectively).
We will always comply with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) when dealing with your personal data.
Further details on the GDPR can be found at the website for
the Information Commissioner (ico.gov.uk).
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What personal data we hold on you
You give us information about yourselves primarily on
applying for membership, and renewing subscriptions, or by
filling in forms at an event, or by corresponding with us by
phone, e-mail or otherwise. The information you give us
includes your name, address, potentially e-mail address, and
phone number.
Why we need your personal data
The reason we need this data is to be able to fulfil your
membership, to provide the membership services and benefits
you are signing up for when you join us. Our lawful basis for
processing your personal data is that we have a form of a
contractual obligation to you as a member to provide the
services and benefits you wish to receive as members of
IMMS UK Branch.
The reasons we need to process your data are almost entirely
for communications:
•
•
•

•
•
•

To be able to send you the UK Branch Journal;
To be able to send you IMMS Band International;
To provide you with information such as on events,
organised by/for the Branch, or of other direct relevance
to you as members, by email, telephone, or post;
To communicate with you on matters relating to your
membership, or in response to your requests;
Processing of membership forms and payments;
Sharing data with committee members to provide
information about club activities, membership renewals
or invitation to events.

The club has a restricted Facebook group, to which all
members are free to join. If you do join, please note that
provider has its own privacy policies and that the club do not
accept any responsibility or liability for these policies. Please
check these policies before you submit any personal data on
the club Facebook group.
Holding and sharing of your personal data
The Membership Secretary holds and maintains your
personal data in the membership database, with accepted
standards of technology and security in place in order to
protect your personal data from loss, misuse, or unauthorised
alteration or destruction. Within IMMS UK Branch it is only
shared, when required, with other committee members and
those with specific responsibilities, to provide services and
benefits of membership to members, or to administer your
membership. Examples of this include provision of labels for
mailing the Journal or confirming membership for those
members wishing to join the Facebook group.
IMMS UK Branch shares your data with one other party on a
regular basis: the overall IMMS International for the purpose
of sending you issues of Band International which are one of
the benefits of membership. It is possible for you to opt out
of receiving Band International by communicating your wish
not to have it to the Membership Secretary. The Branch does
not supply any personal data it holds for this purpose to any
commercial or other third party. The Branch does not store or
transfer your personal data outside of the UK.
We will never sell your personal data. We will not share your
personal data with any third parties without your prior
consent (which you are free to withhold) except where we are
required to do so by law or such as for access to events (such

as provision of a list of names to the guardhouse at Kneller
Hall without which entry would not be possible).
We may at times pass your personal data to third parties who
are service providers, agents and subcontractors to us for the
purposes of completing tasks and providing services to you
on our behalf (e.g. to print newsletters and send you
mailings). We do this for the purpose of our legitimate
interests in operating the Branch and for delivering services
and benefits of membership. However, we disclose only the
personal data that is necessary for the third party to deliver
the service and we require them to keep your information
secure and not to use it for their own purposes.
There have been requests for communication with members:
as we always have done, we will continue not to share your
personal data in response to such requests, rather will
communicate with you and pass on the request for you to act
upon as you wish.
How long we hold your personal data
We will hold your personal data on file for as long as you are
a member with us. Any personal data we hold on you will be
securely and wholly deleted after three years since a
subscription was last renewed; should you resign, or pass
away, your data will be similarly deleted on completion of
your last year of membership. If you wish it so deleted sooner,
as you are entitled to do, contact the membership secretary.
Your rights regarding your personal data
As what is known in the regulations as a data subject you have
the right at any time to request access to, rectification or
erasure of your personal data; to restrict or object to certain
kinds of processing of your personal data; to the portability of
your personal data and to complain to the UK’s data
protection supervisory authority, the Information
Commissioner’s Office (ico.org.uk) about the processing of
your personal data.
As a data subject you are not obliged to share your personal
data with IMMS UK Branch. However, if you choose not to
share your personal data with us we will not be able to provide
any of the services and benefits of IMMS UK Branch, or to
administer your membership.
Contact and Communications
The IMMS UK Branch Data Protection Officer is the
Membership Secretary (as the holder and processor of the
membership data). Contact details for the current
Membership Secretary may be found on the Branch website
and are published in the Journal.
The present Membership Secretary is Guy Morris, contact
details:
• Email: guy.morris@capgemini.com
• Address: 32 Claremont Avenue, Hersham KT12 4NS
IMMS UK Branch website: www.imms-uk.org.uk
Information Commission contact details:
• Website: ico.org.uk
• Telephone: 0303 123 1113
• Address: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF

IMMS UK (Founder) Branch Journal – Autumn 2018

21

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Day/Date

Band/Organisation

Wednesday 12
Thursday 13
Fri 14 & Sat 15
Friday 14
Sunday 16
Wed 19 & Thu 20
Saturday 22
Saturday 22
Saturday 22
Sunday 23
Sunday 23
Tuesday 25
Wednesday 26
Wed 26 to Fri 28
Friday 28
Saturday 29
Saturday 29

Brigade of Gurkhas
Royal Marines Portsmouth
King’s Division
Grenadier Guards
Royal Air Force Central
R Marines Collingwood
IMMS UK Branch
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Regt. of Scotland
Princess of Wales’s R Regt
Royal Air Force Regt
Royal Air Force Regt
Royal Air Force Regt
Royal Air Force College
Royal Regt. of Scotland
Countess of Wessex’s SO
Royal Air Force Central

Wednesday 3
Wednesday 3
Thursday 4
Thursday 4
Saturday 6
Wednesday 10
Thursday 11
Saturday 13
Wednesday 17
Friday 19
Saturday 20
Tuesday 23
Wednesday 24
Saturday 27
Sunday 28
Wednesday 31
Wednesday 31

Royal Marines CTCRM
Royal Air Force Central
Royal Marines/CWSO
Royal Air Force Central
Royal Air Force College
Royal Air Force College
Irish Guards
Royal Air Force Regt
RAF Squadronaires
Royal Air Force Central
Royal Regt. of Scotland
Royal Air Force Central
Royal Marines, Portsmouth
Royal Air Force College
Royal Air Force College
Royal Air Force College
Royal Air Force Regt

Friday 2
Wednesday 7
Wednesday 7
Saturday 10
Saturday 10
Sunday 11
Sunday 11
Sunday 11
Sunday 11
Thursday 15
Sunday 18
Wednesday 21
Thursday 22
Sat 24 & Sun 25
Sunday 25
Thursday 29
Thursday 29

RAF Swing Wing
Royal Marines CTCRM
Royal Air Force Regt
RM/HCAV/WG/RAF Coll.
RM/Guards Div./RAF
RM/Guards Div./RAF Cen.
Household Cavalry
Royal Artillery
RBL Central
R Marines Collingwood
King’s Division
R Marines Collingwood
Royal Marines
Royal Air Force Regt
Royal Marines Plymouth
Royal Marines Plymouth
Royal Air Force College

Saturday 1
Wednesday 5
Saturday 8
Saturday 8
Tuesday 11
Wednesday 12
Thu 13 to Sat 15
Sunday 16
Wednesday 19
Thursday 20

Royal Marines
Scots Guards
IMMS UK Branch
Royal Marines Plymouth
Royal Air Force Central
Royal Air Force Central
R Marines Collingwood
RM Association Concert
Royal Marines CTCRM
Royal Marines Sch. of M

Event
SEPTEMBER 2018
ABF Sounding Retreat
Royal Navy, Royal Marines Charity Concert
City of Liverpool Tattoo
Concert
Battle of Britain Service
Royal Navy, Royal Marines Charity Concert
Quarterly Meeting
Royal Irish Regt. Presentation of Colours
Poppy Scotland Concert
Centenary Drumhead Service
Royal Air Force Charitable Trust Concert
Concert
Concert
Autumn Concerts
Poppyscotland Concert
Concert
Royal Air Force Charitable Trust Concert
OCTOBER 2018
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Army Benevolent Fund Concert
Concert
Esprit de Corps Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
NOVEMBER 2018
Concert
Concert
Esprit de Corps Concert
Lord Mayor’s Show
Festival of Remembrance
National Act of Remembrance
Remembrance Day Parade & Service
Royal Artillery Remembrance Day Parade
Armistice Day Concert
Concert
Concert
Concert
Seafarers UK Concert
Birmingham International Military Tattoo
Concert
Concert
Concert
DECEMBER 2018
Seafarers UK Concert
Concert
Quarterly Meeting
Concert
Esprit de Corps Concert
Concert
Concerts
Milton Glee Club Concert
Concerts
Christmas Concert

Location & Time
Market Place, Oakham (18 30)
St Mary’s Church, Fratton (19 30)
Echo Arena, Liverpool (14 30 & 19 30))
Worcester Cathedral (19 30)
Westminster Abbey (10 30)
HMS Collingwood, Fareham (19 30)
Kneller Hall, Twickenham (14 00)
Titanic Slipways, Belfast (11 00)
Concert Hall, Perth (19 30)
Spitfire Ground, Canterbury (15 00)
The Lighthouse, Poole (15 00)
Bristol Cathedral (19 30)
Symphony Hall, Birmingham (19 30)
Whittle Hall, RAF Cranwell (19 30)
Beach Ballroom, Aberdeen (19 30)
Christ Church, Bexleyheath (19 30)
Theatre Royal, Norwich (19 30)
Pavilion Theatre, Exmouth (19 30)
Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow (19 30)
St Mary’s Church, Fratton (19 30)
The Sage, Gateshead (19 30)
Prince Henry’s School, Otley (19 30)
The Cast, Doncaster (19 30)
Gloucester Cathedral (19 30)
Uppingham School, Oakham (19 30)
Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip (19 30)
Millennium Hall, Cardiff (19 30)
Inverness Cathedral (19 30)
Waterfront Hall, Belfast (19 30)
Medina Theatre, Newport, IoW (19 30)
Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham (19 30)
Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury (19 30)
Bridgewater Hall, Manchester (19 30)
Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-M (19 30)
Lincoln Drill Hall, Lincoln (19 30)
Pavilion Theatre, Exmouth (19 30)
Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip (19 30)
City of London (10 00)
Royal Albert Hall, London (14 00 & 19 00)
The Cenotaph, Whitehall (10 00)
Combermere Barracks, Windsor (10 15)
Hyde Park Corner, London (10 30)
The Playhouse, Epsom (15 00)
St Mary’s Church, Fratton (19 30)
The Hawth, Crawley (15 00)
All Saints Church, Denmead (19 30)
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone (19 30)
Arena Birmingham (14 00 & 18 00)
Hall for Cornwall, Truro (19 30)
Pavilion Theatre, Bournemouth (19 30)
South Holland Centre, Spalding (19 30)
Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford (19 30)
Chequer Mead Theatre E Grinstead (19 30)
Kneller Hall, Twickenham (14 00)
Pavilions Arena, Plymouth (19 30)
Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip (19 30)
Millfield School, Street, Somerset (19 30)
HMS Collingwood, Fareham (19 30)
Guildhall, Portsmouth (15 00)
Pavilion Theatre, Exmouth (14 30 & 19 30)
St Mary’s Church, Fratton (19 30)

PLEASE NOTE: Events are shown in good faith, but dates and times are subject to change. Please check www.imms-uk.org.uk
and www.military-music-events.co.uk for further details and updates.
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RAF100 ON CAMERA
The centrepiece event of the RAF100
celebrations saw the Massed Bands of
the Royal Air Force at the head of the
parade on the Mall on 10th July.
Senior Drum Major Terry Gardner
led with Wing Commander Piers
Morrell, Principal Director of Music,
RAF, directly behind him. He was
followed by Drum Major Paul Phelan
of the Central Band and on Paul's
right was Drum Major Simon Carter
of the Band of the RAF College.
Drum Major Rob Scullion of the
Band of the RAF Regiment was on
Paul’s left, out of shot in this photo.
(Photo: Colin Dean)

As part of their participation in the RAF100
celebrations, the Royal Canadian Air Force Band
(La Musique de l’Aviation Royale Canadienne)
was in London for Public Duties during July.
A 35-member band led by Captain Matthew Clark,
their playlist included Canadian favourites such as
O Canada and Hockey Night in Canada. Captain
Clark said: “The band prepared for its
performances in England like any other gig, except
with more focus on movement and drills.” (!)
(Photo: Mike Boxall)

Flight Lieutenant Chris I’Anson
and Drum Major Paul Phelan led
the Central Band of the RAF on
Memorial Day, 1st July, at the
Battle of Britain Memorial.
Sited on the cliff tops at Capel-leFerne in Kent, the National
Memorial to the Few remembers
the aircrew who fought in the sky
over England and all the men and
women who supported them on
the ground.
(Photo: Andy Smith)
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