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COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Brian Hill and Ron Shooter

would like to start my first Chairman’s
Call by saying how honoured I am to have
assumed the mantle as Chairman of the UK
Branch, although I appreciate that it will be
hard act to follow in the steps of Nigel Ellis
who has led the Branch so ably over the last
six years.
Unfortunately I have to inform those of you
who may not already know that we have
recently lost two very staunch members,
namely Ted Alford and Vic Hillsdon. Both
these members supported the Branch through
thick and thin and will be sadly missed by
many people.
Those of you who attended the AGM will be
aware of some of the problems facing us in the
months to come, particularly the drop in
membership (leading to a subsequent drop in
income) and the future of the Journal. Your
Committee feels, as I do, that the Journal is a
vital means of communication to our members
and my initial priority is to maintain the
regularity and quality of this publication within
our financial constraints. Sadly our current
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fter five years editing the IMMS
Journal I am very sad to be vacating the
editorial chair, but a combination of factors,
not the least of which have been several
bouts of ill health, together with a greatly
increased workload in my “day job” due to
the backlog caused by my illnesses, have
forced me to reassess my various voluntary
commitments, and I have reluctantly had to
step down from several editorial roles,
including that of the IMMS UK Branch.
I shall of course be happy to continue aiding
the Branch as best I can in an advisory
capacity, when called upon. My first challenge
is to help the new UK Chairman, Alan Purdie,

A

Editor, Andy Smith, has been suffering ill
health, hence the recent hiatus in publication
and, as I write this, we have not been able to
find anyone to take over the reins of editorship
– but I do ask you all to bear with us through
this difficult period.
The reasons for the declining membership
are many but if every one of you managed to
recruit just one new member this year the
Branch would be well on the way to becoming
a force to be reckoned with within the military
musical world. Can you rise to the challenge?
Despite my previous comments I truly
believe that the Branch has a great future and,
subject to ongoing negotiations with Kneller
Hall, we have some outstanding speakers lined
up for our quarterly meetings into 2017 in what
I hope is our permanent new venue of the lower
museum. Further details will be issued by our
Secretary in due course so watch this space!!
I look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible at our next meeting on Saturday 24th
September at our new starting time of 2.00pm,
when I hope to be able to have some more
positive news for you all.
Alan Purdie
in finding a new Journal Editor and a way
forward for the future production of the Branch
Journal. As I wrote in my Editorial for the
Spring issue of Journal, there have been many
changes to the British military music scene
during the past five years, both for good and for
ill (including the impact of Defence cuts on
military bands) but I hope that during my time
as Editor I have been able to shine a light on
some of the more positive developments and
demonstrated that, despite the setbacks,
military music-making is still alive and well in
Britain today.
I hope to see many of you at the next UK
Branch meeting, on Saturday 24th September.
Andy Smith

The IMMS UK Branch Journal is published four times a year. The respective closing dates for copy are
31st January, 30th April, 31st July and 31st October. Contributions from members for inclusion in the
Journal – including items of news, reviews of concerts and CDs, photographs and information about
forthcoming events – are always welcome. The annual membership subscription, due on 1st January,
is £19 of which the UK Branch retains £8 to help finance local activities. Members receive in addition
to the UK Branch Journal two editions each year of Band International, which is sent to all members
worldwide. Further details about the Society and its activities are available from the UK Branch
Secretary. Enquiries and correspondence about the Society’s meetings should be addressed to the
Branch Secretary and not to Kneller Hall. The contents of the UK Branch Journal are copyright and
no part of it may be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the
views of the President, the UK Branch Committee or the Society’s membership as a whole.
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The late Vic Hillsdon with Barry Stringer at
IMMS UK meeting in December 2014

Branch Meetings
(At The Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall, Twickenham TW2 7DU)
ur meetings at The Royal Military
School of Music, Kneller Hall,
Twickenham TW2 7DU will take place on
Saturdays 24th September and 10th
December. Please note that meetings now
start at the earlier time of 14.00. Members
should arrive at Kneller Hall in time for
security procedures to be completed.
To assist members, I would ask all those
travelling on foot to confirm seven days
before a meeting that they will be
attending so I can pass names to the
School. Members travelling by car to
Kneller Hall should let me have their
vehicles’ registration numbers by post,
telephone or e-mail (see page 2), also by a
week in advance so that details can be
passed to the Guard Room at the School.

O

June Meeting
he meeting, on Saturday 18th June, opened
with members standing for a short silence
in memory of the late Ted Alford and Vic
Hillsdon, for many years stalwart and loyal
members of our Society.
Members have often been intrigued by the
honours boards at Kneller Hall chronicling
over the years prizewinning student
bandmasters and pupils, and wondered about
the subsequent stories of the individuals whose
names are recorded. Colin Dean’s presentation
helped fill in some of the fascinating detail
behind some of the names on just one of the
boards now on display in the Museum. The
board Colin chose for his talk lists the Best
All-Round Student Bandmasters from 1908
when the Worshipful Company of Musicians
agreed to award a silver medal each year to the
best student, to 1944; in addition to the names
the board lists the bands the bandmasters came
from, a list in itself rich with the names of

T

regiments and corps long gone, such as the
Band of the Royal Artillery (Portsmouth) and
the King’s Royal Rifle Corps.
Included amongst the prize-winners were
six future Army Directors of Music, three
future Royal Marines Directors of Music, two
future Organising Directors of Music in the
RAF, not to mention two who just happened to
be nephews of the Kneller Hall Director of
Music at the time!
We heard about distinguished bandmasters
such as the O’Donnell brothers who went on to
make a tremendous contribution to military
music, ‘Dusty’ Duthoit who became a prolific
arranger of note, Sam (not Samuel!) Rhodes –
later Director of Music, Scots Guards – and A
R Chaffoo of the Iraq Army who won the prize
in 1938 – surely a tremendous achievement for
an overseas student! Like Colin, we wondered
how it was that Captain A Williams of the
Gloucester Regiment was listed in 1916 – when
no such individual existed; an early typo?
We are grateful to Colin for such an
interesting talk which included carefully
chosen music relevant to some of the
individual bandmasters. We hope he might be
persuaded to give us another talk about some
of the other boards.

Visits
he visit to the Band of the Household
Cavalry at Windsor planned for Thursday
19th May had to be cancelled. The band was
tasked at short notice to take part that day in a
4am rehearsal for the Queen’s Birthday Parade.
We hope to re-arrange the visit in the autumn
and I will contact members listed for the May
visit when a new date has been fixed.
We are very sorry to record the death on 23rd
April of Vic Hillsdon, who invariably attended
our quarterly meetings at Kneller Hall and our
visits to bands. He will be greatly missed by his
many friends in the Society and in wider
military music circles.

T

The new UK Branch Chairman, Alan Purdie
(centre) flanked by his predecessors Colin
Dean and Nigel Ellis at the June meeting

‘Lucky Dip’ CD Sale
on Shooter, who looks after our sales
stand, is offering a special summer
clearance sale of CDs. Just send him a cheque
for £10 payable to IMMS UK Branch and a
return addressed postage-paid jiffy bag and he
will send a random selection of four CDs from
our stock! To take advantage of this bargain
offer, apply to Ron at 21 The Uplands, Bricket
Wood, St Albans AL2 3UW.

R

Esprit de Corps
season of three concerts under the title of
Esprit de Corps will take place this
autumn at the Winston Churchill Hall, Pinn
Way, Ruislip HA4 7QF, starting at 19:30. This
year all three concerts will be performed by
bands of the Royal Air Force, as follows:
l
Thursday 27th October: Shades of Blue,
from the Band of the RAF Regiment
l
Thursday 23rd November: The Band of
the RAF Regiment
l
Thursday 13th December: The Central
Band of the RAF.
Contact Josh Hayward at RAF Music
Services, Uxbridge (07815 139660) for more
information on these concerts.

A

September Meeting
he speaker at our IMMS UK Branch
meeting on Saturday 24th September will
be WO1 Adrian Beckett MBE of the London
District Major Events Team; please note that
the meeting will start at the new time of 14.00.

T

Jim Davies
Hon. Secretary

FRONT COVER IMAGES: Top: Gunners past and present welcomed the Captain General’s Baton to the
Houses of Parliament as part of its global relay marking the Regiment’s tercentenary. In keeping with the
Royal Artillery motto “Ubique” (Everywhere) which reflects their service in every conflict, campaign and
war since their inception, the Royal Regiment’s 300th anniversary has been celebrated with a worldwide
relay of a specially commissioned baton (Photo: MOD – Crown Copyright); Bottom: The Portsmouth Band
of The Royal Marines (The Royal Band) parade on Palace Green, Durham, on Friday 22nd July as part of
the celebration of HMS Bulwark’s Freedom of the City of Durham (Photo: Jean Carter).
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BUXTON MILITARY TATTOO

CONCERT REVIEWS
Central Band of
The Royal British Legion
Inspirational”, “inimitable” and “irrepressible” were just
three of the words used to describe the Royal British Legion
Central Band’s Director of Music in the programme for the
Band’s recent Concert in St George’s Chapel, Windsor – and
David Cole certainly lived up to expectation.
The Concert, which took place on two evenings, featured an
eclectic choice of music from the traditional marches through
opera to film music and Dixieland.
The opening march Chimes of Liberty was an excellent
curtain-raiser, quickly followed by a selection from the Harry
Potter films. David had invited an outstanding soloist, Tristan
Hambleton, to join the band for a couple of items and the first of
these was the aria Madamina, il catalogo è questo from Mozart’s
Don Giovanni. Unfortunately there were some sound problems on
the opening night which prevented some of us from hearing
Tristan’s introduction but his singing was certainly outstanding.
David’s compering style slickly moved the audience from opera
to the music of the Beatles which was then followed by a beautiful
arrangement of the film theme Ladies in Lavender with a beautiful
flute solo by Karen Warner. There then followed the nautical
rhapsody of sea songs arranged by Thomas Knox which made a
nice change from the more familiar Henry Wood arrangement.
Tristan Hambleton returned to sing another aria, this time from the
Barber of Seville by Rossini.
Following Tristan’s performance David Cole suddenly ran off from
the podium. Where was he going? What had he forgotten? All soon
became apparent when he returned wrapped up in a sousaphone to
lead two Dixieland Jazz items, namely High Society and South
Rampart Street Parade, the latter featuring Jay Bevan on clarinet.
The variety of music continued with Resplendent Glory by
Rossano Galante; a selection of some of the unforgettable songs of
Richard Rodgers arranged by David; Jupiter (The Bringer Of
Jollity) from Holst’s Planets Suite, and The Midway March by
John Williams, before the final choice of Hubert Parry’s great
patriotic music Jerusalem for which the audience needed little
encouragement to join in.
All in all this was a wonderful evening entertainment for a good
cause and on the second evening David was able to present a
cheque for £6,300 to Terry Whittles, the National Chairman of The
Royal British Legion.
Alan Purdie

On parade at the Buxton Military Tattoo held on Saturday 2nd July 2016 in the Dome, Buxton: (1) The Nottinghamshire Band of the Royal
Engineers (Volunteers); (2) The Band of the Royal Artillery; and (3) The Band of HM Royal Marines Collingwood (Photos: Phil Carter).

“

The Jamaica Military Band
had the privilege to be in Jamaica over the weekend of
10th/11th June in connection with a celebration of the 70th
anniversary of British Airways opening commercial airline
services to Kingston in September 1946. While there I had the
opportunity to make contact with the Jamaica Military Band
and its Bandmaster Warrant Officer 1 Albert Hird. As luck
would have it, the Band was to give a concert that Sunday
afternoon at Ocho Rios Methodist Church in the Parish of St
Ann which, happily, I was able to attend and enjoy.
The concert, one of a number in aid of the Poppy Appeal, offered
us a splendidly blended programme of music from Suppe’s overture
Morning, Noon and Night to Tina Turner, not forgetting the
infectious rhythmic music of the Caribbean.
The story of the Jamaica Military Band goes back over 200 years
to the formation of the Black Carolina Corps in 1778 during the

I
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ABOVE: Bandmaster Albert Hird
of the Jamaica Military Band;
and RIGHT: Musicians of the
Jamaica Military Band wearing
their distinctive Zouave uniform

American war of Independence.
The remnant of this British
loyalist regiment – finally
disbanded in Jamaica after the
war – was drafted into the first
of the memorable old West
Indian regiments raised in the
Windward Islands in 1795. The
band traces its direct descent of
two centuries to this famous regiment which itself existed for over
130 years and was recruited mainly from Jamaicans.
Through most of the 19th century, what is now the Jamaica
Military Band was the Band of the 1st West India Regiment and
thus came by its almost unique Zouave uniform (the only other unit
in the world to wear it is the Band of the Barbados Regiment). This
uniform was first issued in 1858; it is said that at a review of
French Colonial troops Queen Victoria had been impressed by the
uniform of the Zouaves (North African light infantry) and certainly
personally authorised its introduction into the West India
regiments. An adaptation of this uniform, unlike any other in the
British Army before or since, became the full dress uniform of the
West India regiments until the last of them was disbanded in 1927
but it has been worn ever since by the band.
The transformation into the Jamaica Military Band is in itself
noteworthy. As the Band of the West India Regiment it gave its
final performance at a reception at Trafalgar House in Kingston in
January 1927 before Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and
Duchess of York (later King George VI and Queen Elizabeth). The
bandsmen turned in their instruments after the performance but
fortunately sentiment prevailed and the band was revived on 26
February 1927 as the Jamaica Military Band.
The JMB has performed in various countries in the Caribbean, in
Canada, in the United States and in the United Kingdom.
WO1 Albert Shaun Hird, the JMB’s bandmaster, joined the
Jamaica Defence Force in 1988 when he was assigned to the band.
He attended the Pupil’s Course at Kneller Hall in 1998 and returned
there in 2004 for the three-year Bandmaster’s Course in the Edvard
Grieg Class. On qualifying in 2007, his first engagement with the
band was at Buckingham Palace, London, where the regiment was
engaged on public duties. It was very interesting to visit his office
in the barracks to see proudly framed on the wall his Bandmaster’s
certificate from Kneller Hall duly signed by P D Shannon!
Jim Davies

International Military Music Society (UK Branch)

●

Journal No. 108

●

Summer 2016

1

2

3
International Military Music Society (UK Branch)

●

Journal No. 108

●

Summer 2016

Page 5

IMMS Journal Summer 2016_IMMS Journal Summer 2016.qxd 04/08/2016 01:17 Page 6

HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY BAND

CONCERT REVIEW
Guards Flute Ensemble
at the Guards Chapel
y Corps of Drums background drew me to the Guards
Chapel for a recital by the Guards Flute Ensemble on
Tuesday 26th April – some might say to hear flutes played
properly, though I prefer to think of it as to hear a different sort
of flute playing!
That the playing would be different was clear from the flutes the
Guards Musicians carried – long, bright metal Boehm concert
flutes, not the stubby, black, simple system Bb flutes of the Corps
of Drums – and from the programme’s list of composers. The works
of Frederic Kuhlau, J B de Boismortier, Franz Lehar, Johann
Strauss and Giulio Briccialdi don’t figure largely in the average
Drummer’s march list!
The Guards Flute Ensemble itself personified the old Household
Brigade motto Quinque Juncta In Uno (Five Joined in One) as it
was made up of the principal flautists from each of the five Guards
Bands. Lance Corporal Dawid Venter of the Band of The Grenadier
Guards is a South African with a Masters Degree in Music
Performance from the University of Pretoria. Lance Sergeant
Rachel Smith of the Band of The Coldstream Guards has a
Doctorate in Musical Arts from the University of Salford and has a
CD, Summer was in August, released on the Campion Cameo label.
Colour Sergeant James Dutton graduated from the Royal College
of Music in 1992 and has been principal flute with the Band of the
Scots Guards since 1997. Lance Sergeant Julia Furzey has a
Bachelor of Music degree, with Honours, from the University of
Surrey and joined the Band of The Irish Guards in 2007. Musician
Max Mason has a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of
Huddersfield and was voted Musician of the Year within the Band
of The Welsh Guards, which he joined in 2015.
The first piece which this impressive array of fluting talent
delighted the audience with was Kuhlau’s Grand Concertante Trio
No 7 in B minor, Op 90. Frederic Kuhlau (1786-1832) was a
German-born Danish composer whose numerous works for flute
earned him the nickname ‘the Beethoven of the flute’. What
Beethoven thought of this is not recorded!

M

Pictured: The Household Cavalry Band playing for
the Queen’s Life Guards on Saturday 2nd June 2016.
The Director of Music is Major Craig Hallatt and the
drum horse is called Mercury (Photos: Colin Dean).

Colour Sergeant James Dutton took the lead part in this four
movement Concertante accompanied by Lance Sergeant Rachel
Smith and Lance Corporal Dawid Venter. The wonderfully fluid
tones of the three flutes filled the Chapel, its superb acoustics
enhancing the quality of the instruments and the playing.
All five flautists took the stand for the next item, Concerto No 2
for 5 Flutes by J B de Boismortier (1689-1755). A French baroque
composer, Boismortier was one of the first composers to make a
good living publishing his music for sale to the public, rather than
relying on wealthy patrons. The three movements of his Concerto
No 2 saw the five principal flautists combining to great effect,
finishing with a stirring Allegro.
The recital was interrupted before the next piece as radio chatter
from a local office somehow broadcast over the Chapel’s PA
system. We didn’t hear any salacious gossip in the few minutes
before the connection was pulled so we returned to the
performance only mildly amused.
Next up were two well-known tunes: Vilja from The Merry
Widow by Franz Lehar (1870-1948) and Terzetto from Die
Fledermaus by Johann Strauss (1825-1899). As a well-behaved and
appreciative audience we refrained from humming along or tapping
our feet to these engaging tunes.
The final piece in the recital was Giulio Briccialdi’s Quartet in A
Major. As its name suggests, one of the five flautists had to sit this
one out and Musician Max Mason drew the short straw – or was it
‘NCOs only’? Either way, I’m sure he enjoyed listening to the three
movement Quartet as much as we in the audience did.
Briccialdi (1818-1881) was an Italian who began his career in
music to avoid family pressure to join the priesthood. Known as
‘the Paganini of the flute’, (again, we don’t know what Paganini
thought of that) Briccialdi’s vivacious Quartet brought the recital to
a fine finale.
On a bright sunny morning, and in the superb setting of the Guards
Chapel, this wonderful example of flutes played properly, I mean
differently, had been a wonderful introduction for me to the Recital
series. The next dates in the series are now firmly in my diary.
Mike Boxall

O B I T U A RY

Ted Alford (1932-2016)
ed was one of the small and select group involved in
running the society from its very early days. With his wife,
June, he took on the task of distributing Band International;
difficult enough today with computerised mailing lists but at
that time it was necessary to type address labels for every
member four times each year from a card index, not to mention
the effort required to transport the journals to his nearest Post
Office for despatch. June also typed Band International for
many years and later served as a very efficient Treasurer to the
United Kingdom (Founder) Branch.
Ted was appointed Vice-Chairman of the society on 8th March
1986 and continued the appointment in the United Kingdom
(Founder) Branch following the society’s reorganisation on 1st
January 1988. When the UK Branch decided to appoint two
Honorary Vice-Presidents in November 1998 to recognise
outstanding service, Ted was a natural choice, along with Harry

T
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Harding MBE. Edwin Alexander Alford was born on 28th April
1932 and was brought up in Teddington, causing a fair amount of
amusement in the early 1970s when Benny Hill was singing about
Two Ton Ted from Teddington!
Ted’s interest in music began with him being head chorister in a
church choir and playing with his Sea Cadets Band, soon becoming
its Drum Major and later a Petty Officer. His involvement with the
Sea Cadets continued for some time and it was natural for him to
join the Royal Navy for his National Service. He served on HMS
Bulwark and was at Suez at the time of the crisis in 1956. He met
June in May 1957 and they married a year later.
Ted served an apprenticeship with Thorneycroft at Hampton and
worked as a research laboratory technician at the Central
Electricity Research Laboratory in Leatherhead, which led to him
and June moving to the nearby Little Bookham. Ted passed away
on 20th March 2016 after a long illness. He is remembered as a
good friend without whom the society may well have floundered in
its early days, and a man who personified the word ‘gentleman’.
Colin Dean

Journal No. 108

●

Summer 2016

Page 7

IMMS Journal Summer 2016_IMMS Journal Summer 2016.qxd 04/08/2016 01:17 Page 8

RN VOLUNTEER BAND FESTIVAL
A view from the front rank of the Collingwood Band
n Saturday 4th June, eight Royal Navy Volunteer Bands
from all over the UK descended upon the Guildhall in
Portsmouth for the annual Volunteer Band Festival. The bands
taking part in the day-long festival were to be judged on their
marching displays and concert performances by an
adjudicating team from the Royal Marine Band Service. There
was stiff competition for the 11 trophies that would be awarded
following this scrutiny of all the elements and disciplines of the
bands’ performances.
Having only joined HMS Collingwood Volunteer Band’s Corps of
Drums in February this year, I had been on a very steep learning
curve. There had been many hours of hard work put in, as our
Bandmaster, Colour Sergeant Richard Sharp RM, honed the
Musicians, and Bugler Ben Streeter RM, from the Band of HM
Royal Marines Collingwood, brought the Drummers up to speed
with stick drill and dressing.
Drum Major James Meredith’s marching display had required not
a few hours of practice too as we counter marched and morphed into
a variety of formations on the square. Would we be ready for the
first big challenge of the day, the 15-minute marching display?
After having been under the adjudicating team’s microscope,
scrutinizing everything from haircuts to shiny shoes, it was our turn
to enter the Guildhall Square playing the rousing quick march
Under the Double Eagle (Josef Franz Wagner).
Having halted at the cut-off for Under the Double Eagle, the
Corps of Drums beat the 8-bar introduction to our slow march, the
theme from the fantasy television drama Game of Thrones (Ramin
Djawadi) before stepping off.
Completing Game of Thrones, the Band broke into quick time
with the popular Royal Marines march Gibraltar (Richard Waterer).
Whilst playing this march the Musicians of the Band merged into a
V formation while the Corps of Drums came forward for our drum
beatings and static routine. With the Drummers in position, the
Band cut off at the trio of Gibraltar and we stepped off to the
beating Centennial (R Pinner), and then formed up for the drum
static De Gratia (P Annett).

O

Following the cut off from the static, the Drums brought the Band
in to continue Gibraltar from the trio. Stepping off again it was a
tricky manoeuvre to get into formation for the finale – the Band at
double width with the Drums central. This accomplished, we were
ready for Bandmaster Richard Sharp to bring us in to play Invincible
(Thomas J. Bergersen) from the album “Power of Darkness” by the
group “Two Steps from Hell”. For the Corps of Drums it was a
chance to show off some fancy stick drill. Thanks to Ben Streeter’s
arrangement, and his patience in drilling us, we managed a faultless
performance.
Our Bandmaster having reported to the adjudicating team and
guest of honour that our performance was completed, the Band and
Drums stepped off to Heart of Oak (Dr William Boyce) marching
off the square to a rousing round of applause. With a sense of relief
that the marching display was over and the satisfaction of a job well
done, we now had the concert performance to come.
The bands assembled in the Guildhall Concert Hall in the
afternoon with the Collingwood Band third on stage for our
15-minute performance. After introductions the first piece was
Resplendent Glory (Rossano Galante). This impressive overture
features sweeping and lush melodies with brilliant brass fanfares
and woodwind flourishes. Next it was the turn of the soloists,
Collingwood’s “tuned percussion” team of Musician Kim Martin
(Vibraphone) and FS Vanessa Bray RAF (Xylophone). They rocked
the hall with their version of Lady Be Good from the 1924 musical
of the same name by George Gershwin, bringing the audience to its
feet in appreciation.
Our third item, Waltz No 2 (Dmitri Shostakovich, arr. Johan
Meij), cooled the tempo down somewhat. Originally written in 1938
the work was lost during WWII but a score was rediscovered in
1999. Waltz No 2 became famous as the sound track to Stanley
Kubrick’s film Eyes Wide Shut. The vibrant Malaguena, a 1928
composition by Cuban composer Ernesto Locuana, with our
percussion section utilising just about every percussion instrument
available to them to enhance the bands splendid interpretation,
brought our concert performance to a conclusion.

International Military Music Society (UK Branch)

●

Journal No. 108

The whole afternoon produced some superb music played by the
very talented musicians from the bands of HMS Sultan (Gosport),
HMS Nelson (Portsmouth), HMS Northwood HQ (Eastbury), HMS
Heron (Yeovilton), HMS Drake (Plymouth), HMS Seahawk
(Culdrose), HMS Neptune (Faslane) and our own HMS
Collingwood (Fareham). After the Royal Marine Band Service
adjudicators had totted up their marks, the winners were announced
the trophies were presented.
HMS Northwood just pipped Collingwood for the best concert
performance winning the Lea-Wilkinson Dirk and also received the
Rose Morris Trophy for being best all-round Volunteer Band
runners-up. HMS Nelson scooped four trophies – the Daedalus
Trophy for the Spirit of the Royal Naval Volunteer Band
Association, the Collingwood Trophy for the best drum display, the
Willis Trophy for the best marching display, and the Principal
Director of Music Royal Marines Trophy for the best musical
marching band performance. HMS Heron picked up two awards, the
Kenneth Alford Trophy for the best Drum Major and the Bambara
Trophy for the best Fleet Air Arm Band. HMS Seahawk was
awarded the Manado Trophy for the best soloist.
HMS Collingwood was awarded the Richard John’s Memorial
Trophy for the concert performance runners-up but got the big one
– the Commander-in-Chiefs Challenge Trophy for best all-round
To volunteer for the Collingwood band or book the band for
your event please contact: BdCSgt R Sharp, Volunteer Band
Instructor, HMS Collingwood Volunteer Band, Building 619,
HMS Collingwood, Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hants PO14 1AS.
Tel: 01329 332553. Email: navyoptrg-mwscwdbm@mod.uk.

Volunteer Band in the Royal Navy. The splendid Silver Drum
Trophy was duly presented to our Bandmaster, Colour Sergeant
Richard Sharp RM. It was a very fine effort from to all those taking
part, with the extremely high standard of the marching bands and
concert performances providing a splendid day’s entertainment.
Check out the date and location for next year’s Festival in the
IMMS Journal events page (the Festival is usually at the beginning
of June) and come and enjoy a feast of marching displays and
wonderful concert music by some very skilled Royal Naval
Volunteer musicians.
Mike Cheeseman

BdCsgt Richard Sharp RM accepting the
trophy for the best all round Volunteer Band.

The Collingwood Band in concert with the two soloists at the front, Flight Sergeant Vanessa Bray RAF on
Xylophone and Kim Martin on Vibraphone. (All photos reproduced by kind permission of HM Royal Marines)

The Collingwood Volunteer Band march onto Guildhall Square led by Drum Major James Meredith.
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The Collingwood Band formed up for the finale piece, Invincible.
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ROYAL MARINES BEATING RETREAT

ROYAL MARINES AT PORTSMOUTH 2016/2017
The Royal Marines School of Music Guildhall Concert and
Beating Retreat takes place at Portsmouth Guildhall, PO1
2AB, on Saturday 6th August at 14.00. Tickets are £12 but
concessions and children £10 (booking fees apply); the
Portsmouth Guildhall Box Office’s telephone is 0844 8472362.

was able to attend this bi-ennial feast of massed band
music on 25th May when the salute was taken by
Admiral Sir Philip Jones KCB ADC, First Sea Lord
and Chief of Naval Staff. It was an overcast evening and
we were not spared a libation from the clouds, though
fortunately it was not heavy and did not last long.
The bands were drawn from Royal Marines Portsmouth
(Royal Band), Plymouth, Collingwood, Scotland,
Commando Training Centre, and School of Music all
under the direction of Lt Col Nick Grace. Much of the
ceremonial has been seen many times in the past but this
year there was introduced a marching display by the Royal
Guard drawn from 40 and 45 Commandos and the
Commando Logistic Regiment.
This year was a double commemoration of important
dates. Historically it is the centenary of the Battle of
Jutland, and personally the 95th birthday of HRH The
Duke of Edinburgh – Captain General of the Royal
Marines – one having sad overtones, the other joyful. The
music programme contained items which are very
well-known and as Corps ‘signatures’ are always to be
heard when Royal Marines are on parade. New to this
writer, however, were pieces such as Olympic Spirit (1988)

I

This is not just about the music. It’s pageantry and passion,
it’s the polish and anticipation. It’s the young people
performing better than ever before and making it a day to
remember. It’s ceremony and marches and a dazzling
Beating Retreat that stops traffic and makes the ground
shake. It’s about musicians from the Royal Marines School
of Music raising the roof with the Concert Band, the Big
Band and the unforgettable Corps of Drums. It’s about the
music, the pride, the professionalism and the chance to see
musicians from the Royal Marines School of Music perform
at their unbeatable best!
The 2016/2017 Concert Season opens at St Mary’s Church,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA on Thursday 15th September starting
at 19.30. Subsequent concerts in the season will take place
on Thursdays 6th October, 17th November, 15th December,
12th January 2017, 23rd February and 16th March. An
annual season ticket costs £40, concessions £35 and
children £20. Single concert admission £8, concessions £8
and children £5. For further information, call 02392 726181.

and the slow march Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
(2014). As to the centenary of the Battle of Jutland, this
was of course claimed by both sides as a victory. The
British certainly achieved a result in that the German High
Seas Fleet never again ventured out to face the Royal Navy.
BUT the losses were heavily weighted in favour of the
Germans who lost 2,551 men and 11 ships as against
British losses of 6,098 men and 14 ships. Nowadays, when
we have just six Royal Marine band units – all stationed
ashore – it is all too easily forgotten that in former times
large men-of-war carried their own Marine bands and that
five complete bands were lost at Jutland!
To commemorate the engagement the Massed Bands
played the fanfare Scapa Flow, the bugle march The Grand
Fleet, Clash of the Dreadnoughts, and Remembering
Jutland which was specially arranged to include Sunset
and the evening hymn Be Still My Soul. For all these
memorial pieces we thank the composers who were or are
members of the Royal Marine Band Service.
My acknowledgements to the official published
programme for details.
Nigel Lillywhite
(Photos: Colin Dean)

The band is back for a series of concerts that bring together
breathtaking music, legendary composers and the bands of
Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Portsmouth and Collingwood.
The season includes the spectacular and truly unmissable
Christmas Concert by the RM School of Music. So, from
Mozart to Mendelssohn and Beethoven to Bach, there really
is something for everyone in a concert season packed with
the world’s best music and entertainment.
“A Night at the Museum” takes place on Thursday 2nd
February 2017 at The Royal Marines Museum, Southsea PO4
9PX; doors open at 17.30 and the concert starts at 19.30.
A very special evening of music, history and entertainment
with the chance to explore the Museum, witness the
fascinating history of the modern day Royal Marines Band
Service and experience one to the most beautiful and
intimate concerts of the year.
The Royal Marines Young Musician of the Year 2017
competition takes place on Wednesday 29th March, also at
the Royal Marines Museum. Admission £12, concessions
£10, children £5.
The most talented musicians from the Royal Marines School
of Music will be battling to be the best at the competition.
With stunning solo performances and music from the Royal
Marines Big Band, this is a chance to be part of one of the
most prestigious and exciting nights of the Royal Marines
Band Service Year.
For tickets and information about these events, contact
the Concert Marketing Manager, Royal Marines School
of Music, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH.
Jim Davies
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ATC BAND AT DURHAM CATHEDRAL

BATTLE OF BRITAIN MEMORIAL DAY

Pictured: The Central Band of the Royal Air Force at The National Memorial
to The Few, Capel-le-Ferne, Kent, on Sunday 3rd July (Photos: Andy Smith).

Copies of the “Sounding Retreat”
programme by the massed bands
of the Rifles are available to IMMS
Branch members. Please send a
cheque for £4.00 payable to “The
Rifles Regimental Trust (Care For
Casualties)” to: Terry Hissey, 13 Park
Mead, South Harrow, Middx HA2 8NQ.

CD REVIEW
The Stafford Knot Regimental
Band Music of the Staffordshire
Regiment (The Prince of Wales’s)
any years ago I brought a 1970s LP called ‘Stafford Knot’
by the Staffordshire Regimental Band under Bandmaster
Mick Lee. I was drawn to it by the recording of Peter Yorke’s
Shipbuilders Suite, one of the first pieces I ever played in a
military band. It must be said that no one has recently recorded
this piece originally written for the 1960 Light Music Festival.
The Regiment had this LP reissued by Music Masters many
years ago and when I was sent this CD to review I was really
thrilled to hear this ‘vintage’ piece once again, but now in a
digital format.
The Regimental Band made four LPs during its existence and
here they all are, with the addition of a few bugle calls added in
2002. For me the bonus was the 1966 recording of the band under
Bandmaster Roy Hunt. Professional recordings of line bands from
that era are rare, unless it was for a public event or broadcast. The
other LPs merged together are the aforementioned ‘Stafford Knot’
(1978), ‘Staffords’ (1981) and ‘Nightfall in Camp’ (1985). The last
two were conducted by Bandmaster James Baines. Of course the
first two recordings were made before the line bands were reduced
to that ridiculous establishment of 20 bandsmen plus the BM. I
shall leave it to the listener to compare this sound with the infantry
divisional successors 35 years on. There is some duplication of
repertoire, but I guess this was padding to use up space. But then,
it’s a good way to compare interpretation across two generations. A
word of warning, the inlay card text is copied from the original
albums, but it is rather small and you may have to reach for your
magnifying glass! I was also puzzled by the statement that the two
extant Lucknow and Clive Bands of the Prince of Wales’ Division

M

Pictured: The Durham & Northumberland Wing Air Training Corps Band outside Durham Cathedral at the ATC’s 75th anniversary
parade on Saturday 23rd July. More than 700 ATC cadets from across Northumberland, County Durham, Yorkshire, Lancashire
and Cumbria marched through the City of Durham and then attended a service in Durham Cathedral at which a new Regional
Banner was dedicated by the North Regional Chaplain, The Revd Richard Lee. The cadets then paraded outside the Cathedral
and were inspected by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for County Durham, Mrs Sue Snowdon (Photos: Phil Carter).
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‘are a somewhat distant successor’ when in actual fact they were
direct lineal successors!
When the Mercian Regiment was formed in 2007, anything
Staffords related in the PRI shop was passed to the Museum. As a
rare military band double CD, it is a real bargain at just £7 (inc
P&P) from: Ms Danielle Crozier, Staffordshire Regiment Museum,
DMS Whittington, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9PY. Cheques
should be made payable to ‘The Staffordshire Regiment Museum’.
No paypal or online payment is yet available, but payment may be
made over the phone: 01543 43 43 94.
CD1: Bugle calls: Staffords, Reveille & 38th-80th Regt of Foot. S
Staffords QM, Gamel Jager, Sons of the Brave, Whistle o’er the lave
o’t, Grand March from Aida, Over the hills and far away, Great Little
Army, 80th Regiment Slow March, Imperial Echoes, Last Post &
Evening Hymn, Staffords QM. Bugle call: 64th-98th Regt of Foot. N
Staffords QM, The Afghan, Thin Red Line, Staffordshire Knot,
Viscount Nelson, Prince of Wales’s SM, Scarlet & Grey, Retreat &
Evening Hymn, RQM, Bugle Calls: Half hour dress, Quarter hour
dress & Fall in. A Bridge Too Far, Fehrbelliner Reitermarsch, Toccata
For Band, Mexican Hat Dance, Arnhem, Soldier Alone, The
Shipbuilders Suite, Medley of regimental marches. Bugle Calls:
Officers, CSMs, Post & Last Post.
CD2: Bugle Calls: Staffords, Reveille, Alarm & Fire Alarm. Rule
Britannia, Grandioso, Pop Looks Bach, Procession of the Nobles,
Rock ‘n’ Roll March, Luftwaffe March, Holiday in Spain, Tambourin,
New Baroque Suite, We’ll Gang Nae Mair to Yon Toun, Bugle Calls:
Officers Dinner, Sergeants Dinner & Soldiers Meal. Salute ‘The
Prince Of Wales’, Ich Dien, Sweet Carolina Charleston, Free an’ Easy,
Le Basque, Beryl Bay, Troika, Colchester Castle, Slava!, Trudie’s
Tanz, Dynasty, Yes Sir That’s My Baby, Memory, The Afghan,
Nightfall In Camp, RQM, Bugle Calls: General Salute & Lights Out.
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THE DUKE OF YORK’S BAND

O B I T U A RY

VICTOR JOHN HILLSDON (1935-2016)

ic’s attitude to life was nicely summed up by one of his good friends with the
expression “Adherence to standards”. The adherence to the standards that he was
brought up with governed Vic’s life: impeccable politeness and courtesy, always showing
great consideration to others, always reliable and always on time so that he never kept
anyone waiting, always smartly dressed – he was rarely seen without a jacket, collar and
tie, and always with the appropriate head-dress.
Vic’s twin interests of military music and railways came nicely together with him travelling
all over the country by train to concerts and tattoos. He had ridden on nearly all railways in the
country and, as an example, he would often travel to Scotland for a concert and come home on
the overnight sleeper train, thus being able to enjoy both pastimes together. He was one of the
few people who could actually understand the railway fare structure and he knew all the tricks
to get the best value. With a detailed knowledge of the timetable, travelling with Vic was
always a smooth process.
He joined the Society in 1980, three years after its formation, and probably got more out of
it than anyone as he rarely missed one of the quarterly meetings at Kneller Hall and he attended
nearly all of the visits to bands and events throughout the country.
I must have first met Vic nearly 40 years ago but the first time I really got to know him was when we bumped into each other at a
Tattoo at Aldershot in 1979 when it was necessary to find a seat an hour or two before it started. At that time, Vic was a keen
photographer of bands and ceremonial events, invariably arriving with an envelope full of excellent pictures to show his friends and the
musicians in the bands who took an interest. He was ever willing
to have copies made for anyone who asked and, as far as I
remember, never once asked for the money. Vic’s photographic
collection has passed to the Kneller Hall archives and it is planned
that the albums will be displayed at future IMMS meetings.
Victor John Hillsdon was born on 6th February 1935 and spent
all his life at Berkhamsted, living in the same house since before
his second birthday. His birth date coincided with the Queen’s
accession, which meant that Vic normally had his birthday
celebrated with a 41 Gun Salute!
He was very much a man of routine and habit, part of which
was a daily walk for his Daily Telegraph from his local newspaper
shop, and he was so incredibly touched when his friends there
arranged a surprise party held for his 80th birthday last year – but
then Vic always really appreciated anything anyone did for him.
After National Service in the Royal Air Force he worked at
Tring Bus Garage, firstly as a conductor on Green Line coaches,
then later as a driver. He much preferred his earlier days as a
driver before the one man operated buses, when he had clippies
to work with! During this time, he played cricket for the garage
and also for the London Transport Country Services
representative side. After 22 enjoyable years at Tring the garage
closed and Vic transferred to Two Water Garage at Hemel
Hempstead for another 18 years until he was allowed early
retirement when he reached 60.
Vic was at the IMMS Annual General Meeting on 5th March
2016 but was clearly concerned about his health. Within three
weeks, he received test results showing pancreatic cancer which he
faced with courage and fortitude, declining the offer of treatment
which would have just prolonged his suffering and the inevitable.
His life came to its close on St. George’s Day, which somehow
seemed appropriate for a man with such a great sense of
patriotism. A true gentleman, always kind and generous, Vic was
a good friend to many, and his presence at concerts and other
ABOVE: Vic being presented with an LP of the Scots Guards Band by
military band events will be very sadly missed.
Major Jimmy Howe, after winning a competition at the Eastbourne
bandstand in the early 1970s.
Colin Dean

V
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he Guards Chapel Recital Series, now in its eighth year,
goes from strength to strength, with lunchtime
performances on the last Tuesday of each month (other than
August). The Guards’ Chapel is situated in Birdcage Walk, by
Wellington Barracks, and is a short walk from St James’s Park
tube station. Admission is free and all are welcome to hear
some of the Guards Division’s finest musicians playing in a
variety of styles and combinations. Full details are available on
the internet – www.householddivision.org.uk.
A new element was introduced for the recital on Tuesday 26th
July with The Duke of York’s Band, the 18th Century Band of the
Coldstream Guards, comprising two clarinets, two horns, bassoon,
trumpet, serpent, side drum and Jingling Johnny, wearing
uniforms representing the period, as seen in these photographs.
The music programme included Pastime with Good Company
(Henry VIII), Air from Rinaldo and excerpts from the Water Music
(Handel), Old Coldstream Marches and The Grand March for the
Royal Society of Musicians by Haydn. Trumpet Voluntaries by
Boyce and Stanley featured solos by Lance Corporal Rob
Blencowe, while Mozart’s O Isis und Osiris featured a solo from
the serpent, played by Lance Corporal Gareth Craik.
Colin Dean

T

We are very saddened to report the death of Vic Hillsdon on 23rd April 2016. The
following tribute is based on the address given by Colin Dean at Vic’s funeral:
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MARCHES THAT CROSSED THE DIVIDE
here’s a divide in British military music between the
musical ‘artists’ in the Band and the ‘artisans’ in the
Corps of Drums. It’s an understandable division – the
drummers and flute players of the Corps of Drums are
soldiers first and music-makers second, while the members of
the Band are musicians first and soldiers second.
This division is reflected in the music each branch plays, so that
while Corps of Drums have had many ‘band’ marches arranged
for them – everything from Army of The Nile by Kenneth Alford
to Sousa’s The Washington Post – very few marches composed for
the Drums have ‘crossed the divide’ to be arranged for military
band. The only exceptions that I currently know of are The Irish
Guards by Albert Shrimpton, Captain Nicholls by Stephen Ward
and Presto by William Turpin.
So what is it that made these three Drums marches cross over?
Examining their ‘back story’ should tell us.
The Irish Guards march was arranged by the Bandmaster of the
Band of The Irish Guards, WO1 Ian Mitchell, and played during
the Inspection of the Line at the 2005 Trooping of The Colour. The
march had been written around 1912 for the then newly-formed
Regiment of Irish Foot Guards by prolific Corps of Drums march
composer Albert Shrimpton.
Shrimpton joined The Coldstream Guards in 1903 at the age of
14 and had risen to Drum Major by 1912. A naturally gifted music
maker, he is reported to have been able to write out a new march
in an afternoon and then sell it to Henry Potter and Co. for around
£3. At the time a soldier’s daily pay was about 6 old pence, so it
would take about 4 months to earn £3. Mentioned in Despatches
in 1917, he left the Army in 1921 to run a garage and taxi service
but served again in the Home Guard during the Second World
War. He is credited with writing over 60 marches, many of them
still Corps of Drums favourites.
The Irish Guards in its original form features on the CD ‘Great
Irish Marches’ by the Corps of Drums of 1st Bn. The Irish
Guards, released in 2002. The driving force behind the CD was
Drum Major P A Teague and it isn’t perhaps straining the
imagination too far to think of Bandmaster Mitchell and Drum
Major Teague putting their heads together in the Warrant Officers’
and Sergeants’ Mess Bar to come up with the idea of arranging
The Irish Guards for the Band to play.
An Irish Guards Director of Music also played a large part in
bringing the march Captain Nicholls across the military music
divide. It was written in 1991 by Drum Major Stephen Ward of 1st
Bn Coldstream Guards. Having joined the Junior Guardsman’s
Company in 1964, he reached the dizzy heights of Senior Drum
Major Household Division in 1989 and was then closely involved
in the organisation and music of Birthday Parades and other
events like the 1991 Luton Musical Pageant.
His march Captain Nicholls celebrates The Coldstream’s
Technical Quartermaster who had risen through the ranks, having
started as a Guardsman. Before gaining his Commission he’d been
a Sergeants Mess character at the same time as Drum Major Ward
was a member – another march where the Mess Bar probably
played a role in its transition.
Arranged for military band by Major Michael Henderson when
he was Director of Music of the Band of the Irish Guards, Captain
Nicholls was often played on the occasions when Drum Major
Ward led the ‘Micks’ Band. It has been suggested that this was
done as a favour and that there might have been some alcoholic
recompense involved, but that surely can’t be true!

T
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We have to journey to the Principality of Wales for the
remaining march that crossed the divide, to Crickhowell to be
precise. It was there, at the last Junior Soldiers Company Passing
Out Parade, in June 1986, that the Band and Drums of The Depot
The Prince Wales’s Division played William Turpin’s Presto.
William H Turpin lived in Holborn, London, in the late
19th/early 20th Century. He worked as a carter for one of the
railway companies and in the evenings is thought to have played
trombone in the orchestra at the Royal Opera House, Covent
Garden. Reputed to have composed many of his marches sitting in
the corner of his favourite pub, the over 80 marches attributed to
him include the Corps of Drums standard Galanthia.
The march Presto, named from the Spanish for ‘promptly’, or
‘at once’, owes its transition from Drums to Military Band to two
inspiring Geoffreys. The Bandmaster, one Geoffrey Kingston, had
been Depot Bandmaster, Prince of Wales’s Depot Crickhowell,
since 1985. Ultimately, of course, he would become Principal
Director of Music (Army) and our Branch President. WO 2
Geoffrey Blackshaw, Drum Major, 1st Bn, The Cheshire
Regiment, the Prince of Wales Division, described by one of his
former Drummers as ‘awesome’, fronted the Band and Drums at
the Passing Out Parade. It’s fair to assume that the Drum Major
had had no small influence in Presto being played that day.
So what have we learned? It seems that, for a Corps of Drums
march to be taken up by a military band, three things have been
needed – a Celtic connection, an enthusiastic Bandmaster or
Director of Music and an outstanding Drum Major. Perhaps the
involvement of Irish and Welsh Regiments has been a coincidence
but, even with the recent reductions, the British Army is sure to
continue producing fine Directors of Music, Bandmasters and
Drum Majors. Am I being over-optimistic in hoping that it won’t be
too long before another great Drums march ‘crosses the divide’?
Acknowledgement: Having asked myself the question “Have any
Corps of Drums marches ever been played by full military bands?”
I relied heavily on ‘ask a friend’ for much of the information in this
article. So my thanks to Richard Powell, Colin Dean and Steve
Sellwood without whose help this article wouldn’t exist.
Mike Boxall

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
Work continues on my book about Kneller Hall but with
other commitments (more than ever I imagined when I
promised the book) progress has been slower than I’d
hoped. On the other hand, with the planned movement
of the Royal Military School of Music from Kneller Hall
to another site, it may yet be that publication in the
next year will prove more apposite than it would have
been a year or two (or four) ago. More positively, when
I announced my plans for a book, I’d no expectation
that my acquisition of fresh material that would run on
and on – as it continues to do. I am optimistic that this
will prove interesting enough to justify the wait. For
those with access to Facebook, I’d invite you to look at
my page, “Kneller Hall – A Portrait”, which now has
about 900 “likes” or subscribers.
Colonel Mark Cuthbert-Brown CBE
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DISCOGRAPHY: PARACHUTE REGIMENT 1994-2016
PORTFOLIO/Captain I D McElligott
Midland CD MCDR001 (undated)
Fanfare: Chichester/Red Devils/Lord of the Dance/Switch in Time – Big
Band/Hello – Brass Quintet/Swing Shift – Sax Quartet/Soul Man (Vocal) –
Blues & Soul/Michael Jackson – Military Band/O Wie Bist Du Schon –
German Band/Sweet Georgia Brown – Trad Band/Fanfare: Stratford Locke/
The Symphonic Beatles – Military Band/Can’t Take My Eyes Off You
(Vocal) – Big Band/My Wife’s A Winsome Wee Thing – Sax Quintet/This
Old Man – Brass Quintet/Auf Und Nieder – German Band/Chicago – Trad
Band/Hard to Handle (Vocal) – Blues & Soul Band/Little Brown Jug – Big
Band/Caribbean Hideaway – Military Band/Ocean Ridge Rhapsody –
Military Band.
THE RIDE OF THE VALKYRIES/Captain I D McElligott
Bandleader CD BNA 5126, tape BND 65126 (1996)
The Ride of the Valkyries/The 3DGs/Nibelungen March/The Dutch
Tragedy – A Bridge Too Far/Airborne Advance/Festive Fanfare and Interlude/
Stage Centre/Oregon/Going Home/Dave Brubeck: A Portrait In Time/Beauty
and The Beast/Armenian Dances Part 1.
THOSE MAGNIFICENT MEN
(A Tribute to the Music of Ron Goodwin 1925-2003)/Captain P Goodwin
Bandleader CD BNA 5178 (2003)
Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines/Freefall/Monte Carlo or
Bust Selection/Aces High/The Trap/Prisoners of War March/Frenzi/City of
Lincoln March/The Time Traveller Suite (A Tribute to H G Wells)/633
Squadron/Where Eagles Dare/The Battle of Britain March/White Rabbit/
Headless Horseman/Force Ten From Navarone/Tall Ships/September 15th
1940/Those Magnificent Men In Their Flying Machines Selection.
EVOLUTION/Captain G Jones
Clovelly CD CLCD 15907 (2007)
The Music Makers/Clarinet Concerto (Ellerby)/A Festive Overture/A Tribute
to the Count Basie Orchestra/Pirates of the Caribbean/The Shepherds
Song/El Gamil/Braziliance/They Can’t Take That Away from Me/Sway/I’ve
Got You Under My Skin/Hymn to the Fallen/From Kitty Hawk to the
Stars/The Corps of Army Music March/The Ride of the Valkyries.
EVERY MAN AN EMPEROR/Captain P Goodwin
Droit CD TRCD 241 (2004, re-pressed 2013)
Ride of the Valkyries/Pomp & Circumstance March No 4/Pegasus/Red
Beret/Bruneval Raid/Red Devils/The Longest Day/Dakota/Marche des

Parachutistes Belges/Arnhem (Kelly)/The Dutch Tragedy – A Bridge Too
Far/Arnhem (Lamb)/Air Despatch/Airborne Warrior/Golden Lanyard/Mount
Longdon/Ian McKay VC/Utrinque Paratus/Airborne Advance/Every Man an
Emperor/Op Palliser/ Striking Eagle.
70 YEARS OF AIRBORNE FORCES – 16 AIR ASSAULT
BRIGADE PAYS TRIBUTE/Captain D B Hammond
Music House Productions CD MHP 1709 (2010)
Fortes Fortuna Adivant (Fortune Favours the Brave)/Triumph/For Our
Tomorrows/Highland Cathedral/Colchester Castle/The Rose of Kelvingrove/
Laudate Dominum/Special Air Service Regiment: Marche des Parachutistes
Belges/The Last of the Great Whales/Arnhem/The Dutch Tragedy – A Bridge
Too Far/Nimrod/The Household Cavalry Regiment: The Life Guards Slow
March & Aida/Royal Regiment of Artillery: The British Grenadiers & Voice
of the Guns/Corps of Royal Engineers: Wings/Royal Corps of Signals:
Begone Dull Care/Scotland the Brave – Highland Laddie – The Campbells
Are Coming/Royal Irish Regiment: Killaloe/The Parachute Regiment: The
Ride of the Valkyries/Army Air Corps: Recce Flight/The Royal Logistics
Corps: On Parade/Royal Army Medical Corps: Here’s A Health Unto His
Majesty/Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers: Lilliburlero &
Aupres de ma Blonde/Royal Military Police: The Watchtower. With Pipes &
Drums Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders (5th Bn Royal Regiment of
Scotland) and Bugles, Pipes & Drums 1st Bn Royal Irish Regiment.
WHEN POPPIES FALL/Captain D B Hammond
Music House Productions CD MHP 210 (2010)
The Vanished Army/The British Legion March/The Death of Ase from Peer
Gynt/Dead March from Saul/Ave Verum Corpus (Elgar)/David of the White
Rock/My Hand Belinda – When I’m Laid in Earth/Flow My Tears/Der Tod
und das Madchen from String Quartet No 14 (Schubert)/Song for Joe/When
Poppies Fall/Nimrod/March to The Colours: Pomp and Circumstance March
No 4/Hymns: Abide With Me/Eternal Father Strong to Save/O God Our Help
in Ages Past/The Supreme Sacrifice/Ceremony: Nightfall in Camp/Pipers
Lament: Flowers of the Forest/Last Post/Two Minutes Silence/ Reveille/
Sunset/God Save the Queen/Recessional: The Ride of the Valkyries/La
Rejouissance/Epilogue from Serenade Op 31 (Britten).
Additions and corrections welcome.
Philip Mather

NEW CD RELEASE FROM DISCURIO
Grenadier Guards Band

“Merrie England”
Lt Col George J Miller [Vocal*]
[Remastered 78rpm recordings 1923–1934]
British Military Music Archive BMMAGG 1604 £15.00 [Compact Disc]
Merrie England [1927] (Sir Edward German) – Savoy Hunting Medley [1934]
(arr Debroy Somers) – Lo! Hear the Gentle Lark [1929] (Sir Henry Bishop) –
W H Squire’s Popular Songs [1926] (William Henry Squire) – Eton Memories
(arr A.M. Goodhart)* – A Princess of Kensington [1927] (Sir Edward Elgar) –
Songs of the Sea [1931] – The Beggar’s Opera [1923] (John Gay) – The Rose:
English Selection [1927] (arr William Henry Myddleton) – Post Horn Galop
[1930] (Hermann Koenig) – Tom Jones [1927] (Sir Edward German)
Available from: Discurio Ltd, Unit 30, Space Business Centre,
Knight Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 2BF. Tel: 01732 222 296.
Email: jono@discurio.co.uk; Website: www.discurio.co.uk (pay by PayPal)
To pay by credit card please email details or call 01732 222 296.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Day(s)

Date(s)

Band/Performers

Event/Occasion

Location

Mon-Fri

1-5 Aug

RBL Central Band

Bandstand Concerts

Eastbourne Bandstand

Wed

3-Aug

Royal Marines (Portsmouth)

Seafarers Concert

Congress Theatre, Eastbourne

Sat

6-Aug

Royal Marines School of Music

Concert and Beating Retreat

Guildhall, Portsmouth

Sat-Sun

6-7 Aug

Mercian Regiment

Hotham Park County Fair

Hotham Park, Bognor Regis

RBL Yorkshire Band

Bandstand Concerts

Eastbourne Bandstand

Royal Signals, Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and Yorkshire Volunteers

Shrewsbury Flower Show

The Quarry, Shrewsbury

Royal Armoured Corps

Aldeburgh Carnival

Seafront, Aldeburgh

Wed-Thu 10-11 Aug
Fri-Sat

12-13 Aug

Mon

15-Aug

Sun

28-Aug

King’s Division

Bandstand Concert

Mesnes Park, Wigan

Thu

1-Sep

Royal Signals

Buckinghamshire County Show

Weedon Park, Aylesbury

Thu

1-Sep

Royal Engineers

Beating Retreat

Chatsworth House, Derbyshire

Thu-Sat

1-3 Sep

Royal Irish Regiment

Belfast Military Tattoo

SSE Arena, Belfast

Fri-Sun

2-4 Sep

Royal Engineers

Chatsworth Country Fair

Chatsworth House, Derbyshire

Sun

4-Sep

Royal Marines Association

Concert

Alexandra Theatre, Bognor Regis

Tue

6-Sep

Queen’s Division

Beating Retreat and Concert

Thursford Collection, Fakenham

Tue

6-Sep

Hampshire Constabulary

Concert

St Edward’s Church, Netley

Wed

7-Sep

Queen’s Division

Beating Retreat

Market Place, Oakham

Fri-Sun

9-11 Sep

Royal Marines (Scotland)

Highland Military Tattoo

Fort George, Inverness

Sat

10-Sep

Royal Marines (Collingwood)

Concert

Central Theatre, Chatham

Sun

11-Sep

Royal Air Force College

Battle of Britain Parade

Town Hall, Newark

Sun

11-Sep

Lancashire Artillery Volunteers

Bandstand Concert

Mesnes Park, Wigan

Mon

12-Sep

Royal Air Force Regiment

Battle of Britain Parade

City Hall, Norwich

Wed

14-Sep

Royal Marines (Scotland)

Concert

Usher Hall, Edinburgh

Thu

15-Sep

Royal Marines (Portsmouth)

Concert

St Mary’s Church, Fratton

Sun

18-Sep

Royal Air Force Regiment

Battle of Britain Parade

Abbey Gardens, Bury St Edmunds

Sun

18-Sep

Royal Air Force College

Battle of Britain Parade

Lincoln Cathedral

Sun

18-Sep

Royal Regiment of Fusiliers

Battle of Britain Parade

St Michael’s Church, Alnwick
Tela Theatre, Deepcut

Fri

23-Sep

Royal Logistic Corps

Concert

Sat

24-Sep

Salamanca & Waterloo Rifles

Freedom Parade

Taunton

Sun

25-Sep

Royal Regiment of Fusiliers

Battle of Britain Parade

Civic Centre, Newcastle Upon Tyne

Sun

25-Sep

Royal Air Force College

Concert

The Cast, Doncaster

Tue

27-Sep

Countess of Wessex’s String Orchestra

Recital

Guards’ Chapel, London

Please note: All dates and times are subject to change. Please check www.imms-uk.org.uk and www.military-music-events.co.uk for further details and updates.

SHREWSBURY FLOWER SHOW
T

his year’s Shrewsbury Flower Show will be held on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th August. The IMMS UK Branch is, as usual,
planning to have a sales, recruitment and information stand adjacent to the bandstand. The Branch is also organising a social
evening for members attending the Show, which will be held at the Lord Hill Hotel, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, on the evening
of Thursday 11th August. In a departure from the practice of the past few years, the function will not be a formal dinner but a
rather more informal gathering with wine and canapes. The cost will be £15.00 per person.
The following bands have been booked to appear: The Royal Corps of Signals, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and the Yorkshire
Volunteers. Thus we shall see Regular, Reserve and Volunteer bands appearing together at the Show. In addition to the bandstand
programmes, both days will conclude with a Massed Bands display in the arena. On the evening of Wednesday 10th August, in St Chad’s
Church, Shrewsbury, the ABF Soldiers Charity will present a concert by the Band of The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers (possibly augmented
by the Royal Corps of Signals). Precise details have yet to be circulated. Go to www.soldierscharity.org for more information.
For further details please contact me (Nigel Ellis) at 3 Rydal Close, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1QX; Tel: 07933 780705; and Email:
mindenmail-imms@yahoo.co.uk.
Once again, through the auspices of the Shrewsbury Flower Show, we have the rare opportunity to enjoy two days of military music in
various forms and the Committee looks forward to seeing you there.
Nigel Ellis
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ABOVE: Band of the Royal Artillery at the Royal Hospital Chelsea on 7th June 2016 (Photo: Captain
Neil Skipper); and BELOW: The Band in Hyde Park on Thursday 21st April 2016 for the Royal
Salute for the 90th Birthday of the Captain General, Her Majesty The Queen (Photo: Colin Dean).
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