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CHAIRMAN’S CALL
ittle did I imagine when I wrote my last
Chairman’s Call, for the Winter
Journal, that, just a few weeks later, news
would emerge of the proposed sale of
Kneller Hall, the home of the Royal
Military School of Music for almost 160
years. Whilst it does not have the same high
profile in the minds of the British people as
the Queen’s Birthday Parade and other
great national ceremonies, Kneller Hall is
the spiritual home of Army musicians and
since there is no information in the public
domain as to what would take its place, it
must be a cause for concern to all who have
an interest in maintaining the excellence for
which, internationally, the School is
renowned. We have been here before, of
course (see the message from Lt-Col
Darren Wolfendale on page 4) but we are in
an age in which there appears to be very
little regard for, or interest in, tradition and
continuity. There will be campaigns to
attempt to reverse this decision but I fear
that this will be an uphill struggle in today’s
political climate.
Tempora mutantur – times of change have
also come upon the UK Branch, with this
edition of the Journal being the last in my
service as Chairman and one of the last to be
produced by Andy Smith, who has indicated
that he wishes to retire as Editor this year.
When Philip Mather, our long-serving Editor
prior to Andy, retired, I wrote that we were
“working on the vital task of ensuring that
Philip’s high standards are maintained”.
Looking back at the editions over the past

L

five years, it is clear that our aim was
achieved and that the Journal has continued
to evolve as a respected publication, with
informative articles and greater use of colour.
The Branch owes a great deal to the expertise
and flair that Andy has brought to what is a
mainstay of the Branch for many members,
for which I thank him.
Having completed two terms as Chairman
(and nine years on the Committee), it is now
time for me to step aside. Whilst much has
been achieved, there are still matters that have
to be addressed, not least of which is the
continuing desire to establish regional
activities, enabling members in other parts of
the UK to access IMMS events – and, yes, I
mean outside the M25 circle! However, this
and other plans for the Branch do require you,
the membership, to play your part. You have a
dedicated, hard-working Committee who
travel many miles and spend many hours
working on your behalf but all will come to
nought unless they are supported in their
efforts, so please give some thought to the
question – how might you help?
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for
their support and encouragement during my
tenure. I have been privileged to head up the
UK Branch Committee for the past six years
and I would like to record my sincere
appreciation, to both present and past
Committee members. I have also been very
fortunate to have had the immensely reassuring
support of our Branch President, Lt-Col Geoff
Kingston, since his appointment – without
doubt one of our most effective decisions
during my time at Chairman.
Nigel Ellis

The IMMS UK Branch Journal is published four times a year. The respective closing dates for
copy are 31st January, 30th April, 31st July and 31st October. Contributions from members
for inclusion in the Journal – including items of news, reviews of concerts and CDs,
photographs and information about forthcoming events – are always welcome. The annual
membership subscription, due on 1st January, is £19 of which the UK Branch retains £8 to
help finance local activities. Members receive in addition to the UK Branch Journal two editions
each year of Band International, which is sent to all members worldwide. Further details about
the Society and its activities are available from the UK Branch Secretary. Enquiries and
correspondence about the Society’s meetings should be addressed to the Branch Secretary
and not to Kneller Hall. The contents of the UK Branch Journal are copyright and no part of it
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FROM THE EDITOR
or the past five years I have had the
honour and privilege to serve the UK
(Founder) Branch of the International
Military Music Society as the Editor of our
Branch Journal. When I took on this role in
2011 it was in succession to the long-serving
Editor, Philip Mather, who was undoubtedly
“a hard act to follow” – and I hope that
during my time I have at least been able to
maintain the high standard that Philip set.
Twenty editions later I believe it is time for
me to hand over to another volunteer within
the Branch, so that both the Journal and its
Editor can be “refreshed and reinvigorated”!
I have greatly enjoyed producing the Journal
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over the past five years, but it is now time for
a new Editor and a fresh approach to take
the Branch and its Journal forward. I am not
abandoning IMMS, however, and have told
the Branch Committee that I am happy to
remain in post until a successor is appointed,
and then to assist in a handover and smooth
transition as required.
There is no doubt that the British military
band scene has changed dramatically during
my time in the Editorial chair. “Circumstances
beyond our control” – especially the cuts to
Armed Forces funding and the consequent
radical restructuring of the Corps of Army
Music – have produced a continued shrinkage
of professional military music-making in the
United Kingdom. Events such as the British
Military Tournament at Earls Court, intended

as a revival of the old Royal Tournament, have
come and gone.
On the other hand, Armed Forces Day, which
started in 2009, has become a major annual
fixture in which military bands routinely play
a significant role. Meanwhile, civilian
“military-style” concert and marching bands –
many of them comprising former military
musicians from the three Armed Services, as
well as former and current members of the
Reserves, the Police and Emergency Services
– have gone from strength to strength. The
composite British Imperial Military Band is a
great success story and one that should give us
cause for optimism about the future of UK
military music.
Andy Smith

BRANCH SECRETARY’S NOTES
Annual General Meeting
he UK (Founder) Branch’s Annual General
Meeting took place in the Museum of The
Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall,
Twickenham on Saturday 5th March. Members
heard reports from Branch officers about the
activities of IMMS UK during 2015 – and their
plans for 2016.
As he had announced earlier, having served
for six years as Branch Chairman, Nigel Ellis
did not stand for re-election for a further term.
We are extremely grateful to him for his careful
and distinguished stewardship of the branch and
wish him well on his retirement to the back
benches. The meeting also marked Steve
Mason’s retirement from the Committee after 12
years. Steve’s energy and commitment are well
known to us all so we wish him well for the
future. Of course, we look forward to welcoming
Nigel and Steve to future branch meetings! Alan
Purdie, who had been acting as Vice-Chairman,
was elected as Chairman to succeed Nigel; we
wish him well for his service as Chairman.
Going forward, your Branch’s Committee is
actually under strength for the tasks in hand. It
may be, therefore, that we will be inviting
members with suitable qualifications to be
co-opted to serve as committee members until
the AGM in March 2017 when, hopefully, they
would be willing to stand for election in their
own right.
Following a carefully presented report by
Guy Morris, our Treasurer, his recommendation
for an increase in the current subscription
annual membership subscription from £19 (it
had been at that level for some years despite
rising costs of Journal printing and postage) to
£25, but to £23 for payment by Standing Order,
was agreed by members.
Your committee believes that the Branch
Journal is an important membership benefit.
We have been very grateful, therefore, to Andy
Smith who has been our Editor for the past five
years but who has indicated his wish to
relinquish the role. As a matter of urgency,

T

Branch Meetings
(At The Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall, Twickenham TW2 7DU.)
ur meetings at Kneller Hall this year
will be on Saturdays 18th June, 24th
September and 10th December 2016.
Members attending the meeting should
allow sufficient time to complete the
security procedures at the school. To assist
members as far as we can, I ask all those
travelling on foot to let me know in
advance that they will be attending a
meeting so I can pass their names in
advance to the School. Members travelling
by car to Kneller Hall for the first time
should let me have their vehicles’
registration numbers by post, telephone or
e-mail (see page 2). After their first
attendance, members’ details are
automatically passed to the Guardroom for
subsequent visits.
When attending our meetings, members
should carry their IMMS membership
cards as proof of identity; lost membership
cards can be replaced on request.

O
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IMMS Members at the AGM in the Kneller
Hall Museum on Saturday 5th March

therefore, we are looking not only for
contributions, articles and photographs for our
Journal but also for potential new Editors! We
would be delighted to hear from anyone
interested in taking on this vital role; please
contact Alan Purdie or myself if you would like
further information about what’s involved.
Members at the AGM also agreed a change
to the Branch rules whereby principal officers
(i.e. the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Journal
editor) are to be appointed by the Committee
on an annual basis rather than being elected for
fixed three-year terms.
From 5th March the Branch’s Officers and
committee are Lt-Col Geoff Kingston (Branch
President), Alan Purdie (Chairman), Guy
Morris (Treasurer), Brian Hill and Ron
Shooter, and myself as your Secretary.
Once the formal business of the AGM was
concluded we heard before the lunch break
from two speakers. The first, Sergeant Evett
Gibson, told us about his service thus far and
his participation at Kneller Hall in the new
one-year course for bandmasters. We then
heard from Flight Lieutenant Chris I’Anson,
Director of Music of the Band of the Royal Air
Force Regiment (relocated last year from RAF
Cranwell to RAF Northolt) about his band and
music in the Royal Air Force.
After the lunch break we enjoyed something
of a double bill. Colin Dean opened the session
Branch Secretary’s Notes continued on Page 4
Page 3
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Branch Secretary’s Notes continued from Page 3
with a fascinating presentation, illustrated with
well-chosen photographs and music, about the
history of the Band of the Welsh Guards which
had just celebrated its centenary on 1st March,
St David’s Day, with a concert in the Guards
Chapel. Colin’s talk was followed by a
presentation by another great friend of the
branch, Lt-Col Stephen Barnwell, a former
Director of Music of the Welsh Guards Band
and also Senior Director of Music, Household
Division. With the aid of photographs, videos
and musical illustrations, Steve gave us a
wonderful insight into music-making in the
Army at State level. Graciously, he acceded to
my personal request and concluded his talk with
Peter Hannam’s fine march The Welshman.
We were very delighted to welcome to the
day’s proceedings Wayne Primeau – a senior
member of the Canadian IMMS branch – and
also John Parker, the great nephew of Major
Andrew Harris, the first Director of Music of
the Band of the Welsh Guards.
As usual, we were grateful to Colonel Barry
Jenkins and his team for allowing us to hold
what proved to be a highly enjoyable and
informative meeting at Kneller Hall, the home
of military music.
The speaker for our next meeting on
Saturday 18th June (Waterloo Day) is yet to
be confirmed. Our speaker on Saturday 24th
September will be WO1 Adrian Beckett MBE.

December Meeting
t our final quarterly meeting of 2015, on
Saturday 3rd December at Kneller Hall,
we were delighted to welcome our own L/Cpl
Terry Hissey who, with his colleague Sjt Jackie
Mann, spoke about The Waterloo Band of The
Rifles, one of the Army’s Reserve bands.
Following the restructuring of the Corps of
Army Music the Reserve bands are fulfilling

A

an increasingly important role in supporting
their regular colleagues as well as participating
in their own right in important events such as
the Bermuda and Basel Tattoos. This very
interesting presentation, with excellent visual
and musical input supplied by Cpl Ted
Bloodworth, neatly complemented the others
last year when we heard in March about the
recently-created Countess of Wessex’s String
Orchestra and in September about the Army’s
new Specialist Capability Bands.

achieved just such a surprise appearance at
Portsmouth Gunwharf on 6th December 2015.
Apparently so closely guarded was the secret
that their colleagues at the Collingwood Band
were unaware of it until it happened! The
performance – to the music of the Ukrainian
Bell carol – can be found on a Google search
“Royal Marines Portsmouth Flashmob”. It’s
well worth a look! Enjoy!

Fanfare

Thursday 19th May: Visit to the Band of the
Household Cavalry, Windsor
Saturday 28th May: The Major General’s
Review of The Queen’s Birthday Parade, Horse
Guards Parade, London.
Please send applications for these visits to me
(at Amberstone, Pyrford Road, Pyrford GU22
9UP), with a stamped, addressed envelope
The IMMS UK (Founder) Branch is very
pleased to book tickets for certain parades as a
service for members. Although public
admission to some of these parades may be
free, we make a nominal charge for tickets
secured in this way to cover some of the costs
incurred and time involved as well making a
nominal contribution towards UK Branch
funds. Tickets for these parades may be
otherwise available, but individual applicants
would have no assurance of receiving tickets,
and seats allocated almost certainly would be
spread around the parade ground and not
together as an IMMS group.

have a supply of the recent issue of the
CAMUS jurnal Fanfare. To order a copy
please send me a cheque for £6.50 payable to
IMMS UK (Founder) Branch and the magazine
will be on its way to you!

I

Are you an e-mail user?
f you would like to receive our occasional
Newsbriefs about the exciting forthcoming
military music events, please send me your
e-mail – and a new e-mail address if yours has
recently changed; my e-mail address is
acrecottage2003@yahoo.co.uk. I issued a
Newsbrief at the end of February and a
considerable number were returned as
“undelivered”. Did you receive yours?
Do let me know about parades, concerts
and/or other military band events you hear
about – particularly at short notice – so that, if
possible, the information can be shared with
other members. By the way, do please keep an
eye on our website – www.imms-uk.org.uk –
which is maintained by Ron Rose and which
has information about all our activities.

I

Branch Visits

Portsmouth Flashmob
lashmobs – the sudden and unannounced
appearances of bands and groups – is
becoming increasing popular. The Royal Band

F

Jim Davies
Hon. Secretary

THE FUTURE OF
KNELLER HALL

BUXTON MILITARY
TATTOO 2016

By Lieutenant Colonel Darren Wolfendale
Principal Director of Music (Army)
any of you will already have seen the sad news of the
intended closure of Kneller Hall, announced in
Parliament in January. During my 35 years’ service I have
seen this done many time, but the two which stick in my mind
are 1987 and 1994 when the then MP for Twickenham, Rt
Hon Toby Jessel, mounted fantastic campaigns to reverse
both decisions. Mr Jessel retired in 1997 and was replaced by
the Rt Hon Vince Cable, who has also now been replaced by
Tania Mathias. The viability study has been running for
months and concludes later this year; however, the mounting
running costs of KH, set against the backdrop of ever
increasing financial austerity, make the prospect of a third
“stay of execution” difficult.
Kneller Hall is being looked at with a whole raft of other
historic sites owned by the MOD, and we will do everything we
can to keep Army Music here. Nothing is to happen until 2018
so have a small amount of time to work with. Numerous
alternative sites have been looked at and eventually a “new
Kneller Hall” (at least spiritually) will be chosen. Through the
outstanding efforts of our new Curator, Esther Mann, we are on
the verge of achieving full accreditation for the Museum which
ensures its survival and funded move should that be necessary.
So, despite the sad news of Kneller Hall’s intended closure, the
Museum of Army Music will endure.
I understand you will have been disappointed by the
announcement in Parliament but hope you will be reassured that
this excellent Museum will continue, and hope also that you will
continue to offer us your support as we move forward together
towards a new future.

M

The 7th Annual Buxton Military
Tattoo will take place on
Saturday 2nd July 2016, with
performances at 2.00pm and
6.30pm at the Devonshire
Dome, Buxton. Held in aid of
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, the
Tattoo brings together a new 200-strong cast featuring Regular
and Reservist bands including The Band of Her Majesty’s Royal
Marines, The Royal Artillery Band, The Nottinghamshire Band of
The Royal Engineers, The Pipes and Drums of The Scottish
Gunners (19 Regiment Royal Artillery) and the Corps of Drums of
2517 (Buxton) Squadron RAF Air Cadets. Each performance will
conclude with a spectacular Massed Bands’ Finale, the Lone
Piper’s lament and the Sunset Ceremony with Evening Hymn.
Event Manager Chris Thornton told the IMMS UK Branch
Journal: “We are delighted that the Buxton Military Tattoo is
returning for the seventh year and welcome our local audience
and the many visitors who are coming from all across the
country to support the event. I am pleased to report that the
Tattoo has raised over £72,000 net for ABF The Soldiers’ Charity
since we started in 2010. We strive to present a varied show with
high standards of performance and I am sure that audience will
again enjoy the quality and versatility of all our performers.”

IMMS on Facebook

WHERE ARE THESE? Can you identify these bandstands?

he IMMS UK Branch continues to have a wide social media
presence with active accounts on Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube; search for “IMMS-UK” to find us.
In addition, we also now have a private MEMBERS ONLY group
on Facebook. To find this, search for “International Military Music
Society UK (Founder) Branch MEMBERS ONLY GROUP” on the
Facebook site. You will need to click JOIN on this page and, if you
are up-to-date with your IMMS subscription, your access will be
approved in a few days.
This page is already being used to share exclusive media such as
photos and videos but is also an ideal platform for members to share
research and discuss military music affairs.

T

Do you know where these bandstands are? They are both in the same town – one is in the town square and the other in the park. If
you think you can identify them, please send your answer with your name and address to: Andy Smith, IMMS-UK Journal, 24 Floral
Court, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2JL, e-mail wordsmithreviews@yahoo.co.uk. All correct entries will go into a prize draw. Here’s a BIG
clue – the town is in West Sussex! The “mystery bandstand” featured in Issue No. 105 was in Farnham, Surrey.
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APOLOGY... The Committee regrets that the Winter
2015-16 edition of the Branch Journal was late arriving on your
doorstep. This is due to the combination of two unavoidable
circumstances: Andy Smith, our Editor, was taken ill and,
without warning, the mailing company that distributes the
Journal went out of business. Our apologies to all Branch
members for the disappointment and inconvenience caused by
the Journal’s late arrival. Alternative arrangements have now
been made for distribution of the Journal.
Guy Morris, Membership Secretary and Treasurer

Chris Mace
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Another busy year for the HAC Band
By CSgt Stuart Duncan, Band PSI, Honourable Artillery Company Band
he Honourable Artillery Company regimental band
continues to enjoy a period of regeneration and
consolidation, retention has never been a problem for the band,
and we are now in an era of unparalleled growth, continuing to
attract a range of experienced service musicians as well as some
great musicians with no prior service.
The new Director, Major Glen Jones was finally confirmed in
post in September, although we had already benefited from his
direction and the introduction of new music to broaden our
repertoire in the early summer. The increased size of the band is a
blessing and a challenge in equal measure. We have greater numbers
to support our state band and other duties – ensuring that the visual
and musical spectacle we provide are the equal of our regular
counterparts. Balancing the commitments of work, family life and a
busy engagement calendar is no easy task, and something we
discuss at length with all of our potential recruits – especially those
who have spent all of their previous working life in the services.
Happily, we all to manage that balance well and carry off our
responsibilities with the panache and dedication we have come to
expect from members of the HAC.
The summer began with the band again joining forces with the
Royal Yeomanry Band in what has become an annual evening
concert in front of the Guildhall. With family, friends and passing
commuters stopping to listen it was a wonderful evening of music
for all, and in many ways great preparation for our third return to
Sonderborg in Denmark to entertain the thousands of locals and
visitors visiting the town for the annual Ringriding Festival.
Domestically, the Band has continued to be tasked with providing
musical support for services in the Guards Chapel at Wellington
Barracks, and supporting the St James’s Guard detachment during
the Changing the Guard ceremony; both roles usually associated
with the Household Division bands. For those who use social media,

T

the band actively use Facebook, where we have our own page, and
Twitter to advertise our participation in these activities.
In August an element of the Band travelled to the Isle of Wight in
order to fulfil part of our own annual training commitment while the
Regiment conducted Ex Vambrace Horizon. During their time at
Jersey Camp the musicians gave support to the Regiment
performing at the Drum Head service and the Prize Giving evening
at Northwood House. They also enjoyed the scenery of the island
during time spent orienteering and on organised cycling sprints
around the coastline. The band is grateful to the Island fire service,
who provided accommodation at Freshwater fire station for us to
hold full band and small ensemble rehearsals under the watchful
eyes of the band seniors. As ever, it was a good few days for some
of our more recent recruits to cement new found friendships and for
the band as a whole to strengthen ties with the wider regiment.
Perhaps one of the highlights of this year was participating in the
memorial service for VJ Day. Initially the engagement was supposed
to be a small personal service for veterans and families of the Far
East Prisoners of War, but with two weeks to go it transpired into a
live televised service from St Martin-in-the-Fields in the company
of Her Majesty the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, other senior
members of the royal family, and the Prime Minister. It will
definitely be a job to remember for the augmented Chapel Band
crammed into one end of the North Gallery. Not least for the
performance of Vaughan Williams arrangement of the Old 100th
which begins with a wonderful fanfare and was the first element of
the broadcast from inside the church. The day was especially
important for one of the bands musicians; Musn Aldridge’s
grandfather was a FEPOW.
Along with the rest of the UK, the next few weeks were totally
consumed by all things rugby world cup related! The band had the
privilege of being the only Reserve band to entertain the crowds at

matches, performing appropriate music at Twickenham and the
Olympic Stadium. In both, the crowd and atmosphere were electric
and all were very appreciative of the band. Alongside this, the band
also travelled to Richmond to perform a rugby-themed sing-a-long
in St Mary Magdalene Church. Once again, the band was warmly
received and invited back to hopefully do a concert in the future.
November and the lead up to Christmas passed by all too quickly.
Once again the band took part in Remembrance Sunday. With 34
musicians on parade the band gave a fine performance. This was
quickly followed by the Lord Mayor’s Show. It was particularly
damp this year, but the streets were still lined with people watching
the parade. Christmas was a particularly busy time for the band this
year, with separate charity performances in support of Macmillan
Cancer Support at the Guards Chapel, Walking with the Wounded
with members of the Military Wives Choir and the Bishop of
London on the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral, and the Meath at the
Church of St Clement Danes in the Strand.
Alongside the full band, the Brass Quintet are engaged nearly
every week, sometimes twice providing music to dinners, charity
events and regimental events, while the Orchestra, Wind Quintet and
Sax Quartet are equally in demand across London.
Whilst the Band’s ceremonial role in support of the regular bands
is usually conducted as a full band, we have also been able to
support at an individual level this year. While Musn Graham

Members of the HAC outside their practice hall for the duration of their stay on the Isle of Wight
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Haynes revisited very familiar ground playing in the massed band
for the Queen’s Birthday Parade, Musn Chris Reid took his French
horn to join his former colleagues in the Coldstream Guards band,
firstly on Horse Guards on VJ Day, and then for their tour to Asia.
We also supported the Welsh Guards band on their Short Term
Training Tour to Amman in Jordan. CSgt David O’Shea and LCpl
Tweddle joined the tour to provide individual tuition to the
musicians of the Jordanian Armed Forces Band and to assist and
participate in a colours parade.
Musician Sally Aldridge has also spent time away from the
familiar surroundings of Armoury House raising the profile of
musicians to the wider army. She was lucky enough to be selected to
represent the Army Small Corps Hockey team in goal at the Inter
Corps Indoor Championships. As one of only two reservists selected
it was with great pride that she stood in goal for her team. The Small
Corps team comprises of ladies from the Royal Engineers, Army Air
Corps, Intelligence Corps and Corps of Army Music.

Coda
We would like to welcome the following musicians to our ranks: Max
Harris (Scots Guards), Alan Shellard (Grenadier Guards), Susie Faithful
(RAF), James Thomson (Scots Guards), Jonathan Pippen (RAF), Ben
Godfrey (RAF) and Nick Watson (Irish Guards). We also celebrate the
success of youngest recruit Emily Harding, who is studying at the Royal
College of Music and passed Phase 1 training just before Christmas.
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A WINTER OF MILITARY MUSIC
Jim Davies provides a roundup of the some of the best military band concerts of recent months.
hristmas concerts come and go, but for me two concerts last
December were particularly memorable.
On Tuesday 15th December 2015 the Band of the Royal Air Force
Regiment (Director of Music: Flight Lieutenant Chris I’Anson)
performed the third of the season’s Esprit de Corps concerts at the
Winston Churchill Hall in Ruislip. The handling of the concert by the
Director of Music and Bandmaster David Richards added up to a
most enjoyable evening with some fine music played for, and enjoyed
by, the appreciative audience – which included the RAF’s Principal
Director of Music, Wing Commander Duncan Stubbs, and also Wing
Cdr (Rtd) Barrie Hingley, a previous PDM.
In what was for me a very novel but amusing twist, the Director
offered the audience a choice of three overtures, and gave us
beautifully played short morsels of each to aid the selection and
voting process; democratically, the decision was taken by the

C

audience with time time-honoured but simple method of a show of
hands. The programme was a satisfying mix of Christmas,
non-seasonal music and brilliant soloists (Chief Technician Tom
Rodda (clarinet) in his last concert with the band before leaving to
start his training for a commission, and SAC Jerry Clack on
trumpet). All in all, it was an excellent and satisfying evening; I look
forward to enjoying future concerts by this fine band.
Two days later, on Thursday 17th December 2015, at HMS
Collingwood near Fareham, we enjoyed a rousing and at times
emotional performance by the RM Collingwood Band, for what was
Major Curtis’s final concert with them before he left to take up his
new appointment at the School of Music. A brilliantly musical
conductor, always clearly in control of events, it was delightful to see
him completely caught off guard when the band added – without his
knowledge – Auld Lang Syne – after the regimental march – a great

TOP: The Corps of Drums at the Guards Chapel;
ABOVE LEFT: Perry Mason at Perry’s Pride; and
ABOVE RIGHT: Lt-Col Phil Hills conducting during Perry’s Pride
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moment and a fitting gesture for the terrific
enjoyment he has given so many audiences
during his time at Collingwood.
Very interestingly, Major Curtis observed
that at many band concerts the soloists’
performances were conducted by the
Bandmaster. The Major noted that hearing
and encouraging soloists – surely the future
of the Band Service – was a key part of his
role as Director of Music which is why he
enjoyed conducting solo spots, as indeed he
did that evening. In addition to the
traditional seasonal items, and the
customary dazzling contribution by the
Corps of Drums, we were treated to the
traditional lively encore by the trumpet
section, joined by the Major with his trumpet, to round off a super
evening on a suitably high and satisfying note.
And how pleasant it was that both the Director of Music and the
Bandmaster were at the door saying farewell to the audience, and
wishing them season’s greetings!
Perry’s Pride – a Concert for Cancer on Sunday evening, 24th
January 2016, in the Guards Chapel was a unique and highly
memorable occasion. A composite band of some 140 former
musicians of the Household Division, with a few RM and RAF
musicians added for good measure, gave us an unforgettable
concert to raise funds for MacMillan Cancer Support. The context
of this very special concert became clear when the principal guest
arrived – former Garrison Sergeant Major WO1 Alan ‘Perry’
Mason who for some time has been suffering from cancer. He and
his family entered the chapel to a standing ovation from the
capacity audience. The organisers had chosen just the right music
for the occasion, always a difficult judgement, and no fewer than
seven former Directors of Music shared the conducting. For the
record, they were Lieut.-Cols. Stephen Barnwell, Philip Hills,
Graham Jones MBE and Stuart Watts OBE and Majors David
Marshall, Philip Shannon and David Milgate, not forgetting the
Corps of Drums comprised of former Drummers of the Guards
Division led by Drum Major Steve Staite.
A thrilling performance of The Force of Destiny (Verdi) led
effortlessly into Lehar’s Gold and Silver waltz, which was followed
by Sousa’s Hands Across the Sea and on through a quite delightful
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programme. Two famous marches were
particularly memorable; Peter Hannam’s
The Welshman was conducted by Colonel
Barnwell and after a short break (apparently
dictated by the need to change some players
so that all those who volunteered to play
could do so for at least half of the concert)
Mackenzie-Rogan’s The Bond of Friendship
was conducted by Colonel Jones. Lt-Col
Kevin Roberts, the current Senior Director
of Music Household Division, drew the
event to a suitably noisy and splendid
conclusion with the ever-popular 1812
Overture followed by – what else could it
possibly have been? – When the Guards are
on Parade. Towards the conclusion of the
concert ‘Perry’ Mason mounted the pulpit – dwarfing Colonel Watts
in the process – to express his thanks to everyone who had
organised, performed in and attended Perry’s Pride – and in another
emotional moment – paid tribute to the care he had received from
MacMillan nurses. A substantial sum was raised for this very
worthy cause.
The Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Collingwood
performed at The Anvil, Basingstoke, on Sunday 31st January
2016 to the customary virtually capacity audience of 1,400. The
band was making its first appearance under Major Jon Ridley RM,
its new Director of Music; in a direct exchange of appointments he
had succeeded Major Pete Curtis MBE RM who had taken up the
appointment of Director of Music at the RM School of Music at
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth.
Clearly the transition had been accomplished seamlessly as Major
Ridley and WO2 Nev Dednum, his Bandmaster, took us through a
splendid programme with included music by Bernstein, Bizet,
Gregson and Williams not forgetting, of course, the Corps of Drums
– all entertainment in the finest traditions of the RM Band Service.
Notwithstanding the drama of finding one’s way out of the car
park at The Anvil (not easy when one is still on a musical ‘high’
after a concert by an RM band) it was a splendid afternoon;
congratulations to those on stage and also to The Rotary Club of
Basingstoke Deane who organise and sponsor this annual concert;
hopefully a great deal of cash was collected that afternoon.
Jim Davies
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Lieutenant Colonel Malcolm John Torrent (1950-2015)
eveille was sounded on the other side for Malcolm on 21st November 2015 and our world
lost a good friend, talented musician and true gentleman. Malcolm was part of the
society’s UK Branch Committee for three years and was the perfect man to give guidance,
supporting ideas that he felt were worth pursuing and warning against those where he could
use his experience to see potential problems the rest of us were unaware of. He came up with
lots of really good ideas of his own but would never try to dominate proceedings, just dispense
bucket-loads of really good advice.
Malcolm Torrent was born on 4th October 1950 and hailed from Bournemouth where he
started playing cornet and trumpet at the age of 11 with the Bournemouth Silver Band and the
Southern Youth Orchestra, along with his identical twin brother, Peter. He joined the Royal
Artillery in 1966 as a cornet and viola player and attended the pupil’s course at Kneller Hall in
1968/69 where his talents were quickly spotted and nurtured. This meant that he frequently found
himself part of the Number 1 Band (comprised mainly of Student Bandmasters) at engagements
which included ‘Friday Night is Music Night’ and a St. Cecilia Concert at the Royal Festival Hall
when he played the Golf Club Galop in front of royalty, with an encore on the club itself!
One particular coup for Malcolm came when he was absent from the final rehearsal for a
prominent engagement which resulted in a cry from the Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel
‘Jiggs’ Jaeger, of “Where’s Pupil Torrent?” “He’s on Guard, Sir!” replied the Band Sergeant
Major, to which Jiggs responded: “Well get him here now and he is to be taken off all guards
for the remainder of the course.” However, he didn’t escape being ‘duty bugler’ on a good deal
more occasions!
Malcolm also participated in a host of fanfare engagements in Westminster Abbey and St Paul’s Cathedral, and, dressed as a Student
Bandmaster, was a trumpeter at the Investiture of the Prince of Wales at Carnarvon Castle in 1969, positioned on a lofty perch high up
on the battlements to sound the magnificent antiphonal fanfares composed by Sir Arthur Bliss. He served a further ten years with the
Royal Artillery’s Woolwich and Alanbrooke Bands, before returning to Kneller Hall as a Student Bandmaster. He would regularly lead
the Kneller Hall Trumpeters at great ceremonial events and was frequently called upon to play the solo obligato in the third verse of The
Old Hundredth. One particularly memorable occasion was a service in Westminster Abbey, attended by Her Majesty The Queen, where
the Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel George Evans, The Blues and Royals, was to conduct. His orderly was unavailable and
Malcolm was given the job on this particular day, so collected the case with his uniform before they set off. It wasn’t until they arrived
at the Abbey that the contents were checked and something was missing – the Director of Music’s trousers! Colonel George was therefore
obliged to conduct the Trumpeters on this great Royal occasion wearing an unconventional order of dress comprising a frock coat, belt
and sword – and grey pin-striped trousers, fortunately being out of sight up on the organ screen. Malcolm survived.
On completion of the Student Bandmaster’s course he was awarded the Director’s Prize for Conducting and was runner-up in the
Beeson Cup, the Somerville Prize and the Choral Prize. He was appointed Bandmaster of 1st Bn. The King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment in January 1981, serving for six years in Berlin, Cyprus, the UK and a tour of the Falkland Islands. This was at the time of
frequent changes to the training system and Mr. Torrent was posted to the Army Junior School of Music (AJSM) Bovington in 1987 as
Bandmaster in charge of the Marlborough Band, followed in January 1988 with his appointment as School Bandmaster at Kneller Hall.
He was commissioned in 1989 as Assistant Director of Music at AJSM Bovington and
when the school closed in August 1991 he returned to Kneller Hall as Deputy Chief
Instructor and subsequently, Foundation Course Director.
Captain Torrent was appointed Director of Music of the Adjutant General’s Corps on
2nd April 1993 and was promoted Major on 30th September 1995, moving to The Life
Guards on 16th April 1997. He survived the five-month equitation course and led the
mounted band for the first time on the Lord Mayor’s Show in November that year. He
directed the massed mounted bands twice on the Queen’s Birthday Parades, including
the 2001 parade which was to be the wettest in living memory, and fortunately failed
to qualify for membership of the Empty Saddle Club! He was the Senior Director of
Music for the Edinburgh Military Tattoo 1999, leading the mounted band and directing
them, along with the four bands of the Royal Armoured Corps, in a memorable display
based around some of the great cavalry marches. At the conclusion of the massed bands
display Malcolm dismounted (out of sight) and marched on to mount the rostrum to
conduct the finale, not an easy manoeuvre for someone of short stature in jack boots,
as the steps were very steep. On the final performance Malcolm played the solo in Post
Horn Galop himself – on horseback!
To mark his last Cavalry Sunday in Hyde Park in 2001 he composed the march Unity
for the Combined Cavalry Old Comrades Association, to be played annually at the
parade. He was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel and appointed Chief Instructor at the
... continued on Page 11
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ABOVE LEFT: Malcolm at Windsor Castle; and ABOVE RIGHT: The final performance of the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo 1999 – Malcolm played Post Horn Galop himself, from his charger!

continued from Page 10 ...
Royal Military School of Music in 2002 and in October 2003 returned to his original regiment as
Director of Music of the Royal Artillery for his final two years of service, which he was
determined to enjoy to the full. A lasting legacy during this time was to record a CD of music
connected to the Gunners. He returned to the Bournemouth area in retirement and resumed playing
with a number of local bands as well as having a very busy life as a speaker with very popular
talks on his career in Army music, illustrated by playing a variety of brass instruments. This took
him throughout Dorset and, along with his wife Isobel, on a good number of cruise ships. He sadly
lost his battle with cancer on 21st November 2015 and the esteem in which he was held meant
there was not even sufficient standing room for his funeral at Bournemouth Crematorium.
Colin Dean

THE BRIGADE OF GURKHAS

The Brigade of Gurkhas marked 200 years of service to the British Army with a parade
through the streets of central London on 30th April 2016. The march began at Wellington
Barracks, continued down the Mall and ended at the Gurkha Memorial in Whitehall.
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NEW RELEASES FROM DISCURIO
––––––––––––– NEW CDs –––––––––––––
Steps of Glory
Coldstream Guards Band
Captain Robert George Evans,
Lt Col John Mackenzie Rogan,
Major James Causley Windram
British Military Music Archive
BMMACG 1601 £15.00 (£12.50)
[Remastered 78rpm
recordings 1927-1940]
Stein Song [1930] (E.A. Fenstad &
Rudy Vallee) – Tales of Hoffman [1930] (Jacques Offenbach) –
Valse des Allouettes [1927] (Riccardo Drigo) – Yeoman of The
Guard [1908] (Arthur Sullivan) – Hobomoko [Intermezzo] [1929]
(Ernest Reeves) – Les Cloche de Corneville [1930] (Robert
Planquette) – Steps of Glory [1940] (arr Aubrey Winter) – The Doll
Dance [1939] (Nacio Herb Brown, arr Beechfield Carver) – The
Teddy Bears’ Picnic [1929] (John Walter Bratton) – Bravada [Paso
Doble] [1939] (Frederic Curzon) – Rose Marie [Selection] [1939]
(Rudolf Friml & Herbert Stothart) – Our Homeland [1940] (arr
James Causley Windram) – La Source [Selection] [1928] (Leo
Delibes, arr Frank Winterbottom) – War March of the Priests
[1928] (Felix Mendelssohn)

Echoes of Empire
Coldstream Guards Band
Captain Robert George Evans,
Major James Causley Windram
British Military Music Archive
BMMACG 1602 £15.00 (£12.50)
[Remastered 78rpm
recordings 1926-1941]
[Release Date Early April]
Wipers [1926] (Herman Darewski)
– Martha [1927] (Friedrich von Flotow) – Skater’s Waltz [1928]
(Emil Waldteufel) – Ruddigore [Selection] [1932] (Arthur Sullivan)

– The Distant Shore [1926] (Arthur Sullivan) – Jewels of the
Madonna [1941] Ermanno Wolf-Ferrari) – On the March [[1933]
(Woldschach, arr Worch) – Il Trovatore [1934] (Giuseppe Verdi, arr
Charles Franklin) – The Love Dance [1941] (Carl Hoschna) –
Parade of the Tin Soldiers [[1931] (Leon Jessel) – No No Nanette
[1939] (Vincent Youmans, arr Dan Godfrey) – In a Clock Store
[1938] (Charles J. Orth) – Puszta [1939] (Feiner & Mihaly, arr
Gordon Mackenzie) – Dorothy [1931] (Alfred Cellier) – Marche
héroique de Szabady [1935] (Jules Massenet, arr Dan Godfrey)

–––––––––––– NEW BOOK ––––––––––––
The Band of The Welsh Guards: A Centenary
by Colin Dean
[Foreword by
HRH The Prince of Wales]
Hardback 295 Pages £30.00
The book was published on
1st March 2016, one hundred
years after the Band of the
Welsh Guards made its first
public appearance. It looks at
the band’s development, its
uniforms, the places it has
visited, the music it has
played, some of the great
occasions in which it took
part and the ladies and
gentlemen who have served
in the band and made it synonymous with musical excellence for
one hundred years, taking the music of Wales around the globe and
making it so proudly part of our nation’s heritage.

Order by Debit/Credit Card, please email
jono@discurio.co.uk or telephone 01732 222 296
with your details or visit www.discurio.co.uk

CONCERT REVIEW

THE BAND OF THE ROYAL ENGINEERS
I

can’t remember when I last attended a Concert by the Band of the Royal Engineers but the recent programme produced at The
Hawth, Crawley in aid of ABF The Soldiers’ Charity was worth waiting for. Under the direction of Captain James Marshall,
ably assisted for part of the first half by Staff Sergeant (BM) Joe Barrett, the Concert opened with a brand new Concert March
Bishop Gandulf which was written to mark the 300th anniversary of the formation of the Corps of Royal Engineers.
As befits a multi capability band the programme was chosen to reflect all musical aspects with the opening march being followed by
music from the film The Incredibles. Carrickfergus and Amazing Grace were followed by a lovely trombone quartet feature So Nice To
Come Home To and the first half concluded with Peter Graham’s wonderful Gaelforce. As now seems to a tradition in Concerts the second
half began with 3 pieces by the Big Band before the full band reformed to play some of Marvin Hamlish’s great stage musical and film
scores. The reflective piece Into The Light was followed by El Cumbanchero before the Finale item which was, perhaps for some, unusual
in that it featured Bui Doi from the stage musical Miss Saigon. The official part of the concert concluded with Hurrah For The CRE sung
by the band joined by most of the audience and then the CAMUS march. All in all this was a wonderful evening’s entertainment and I
hope that it won’t be too long before the Band of The Royal Engineers performs another concert in the London area.
Alan Purdie
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DISCOGRAPHY: LIGHT DIVISION 1994-2007

A LIVING TRADITION / Captain R J Owen
Bandleader CD BNA 5123, tape BND 65123 (1996)
Silver Bugles/Zorba’s Dance/The Rifle Regiment/Sir John Moore/Let’s Face the
Music and Dance/Here’s that Rainy Day/Triomphale/Concerto for Clarinet
(Shaw)/Symphonic Beatles/Gavorkna Fanfare/Serenade from Les Millions
d’Arlequin/Bill/Sabre Dance/Auld Lang Syne & Last Post/Light Division Marches.

LEST WE FORGET: DANKBAARHEID IS HERINNEREN
Captain G O Jones
Droit CD LPA 001 (1999)
Last Post/Reveille/British Patriotic Airs: Rule Britannia-Heart of Oak-Will Ye No
Come Back Again-The Minstrel Boy-Men of Harlech-St Patrick’s Day-See the
Conquering Hero Comes/Tribute to Elgar: Themes from Pomp & Circumstance
Marches 1 & 4/Jerusalem/Nimrod/Funeral March/The Supreme Sacrifice/Abide
With Me/O God Our Help in Ages Past/Trumpet Voluntary/Fame & Glory/It’s A
Long Way to Tipperary/Marching Songs of WW2: Run Rabbit Run-Roll Out the
Barrel-Quartermaster’s Stores/Colonel Bogey/The Army, The Navy & The Air
Force/The Contemptibles/Sons of the Brave/The British Legion/Boys of the Old
Brigade/British National Anthem/Belgian National Anthem/Call to
Attention/Last Post.

BEST OF BRITISH / Captain G O Jones
Scotdisc CD ITV 640, tape KITV 640 (1998)
Salute to Victory/Pomp & Circumstance No 4/Irish Tune from County Derry/
Welsh Welcome/Amazing Grace/I Vow to thee My Country/Rakes of Mallow/All
Through the Night/Dark Island/March from The Folk Song Suite/Killaloe/Suo
Gan/Highland Cathedral/High on a Hill/Crown Imperial/The Lord’s My
Shepherd/Sunset/Auld Lang Syne/Action Support.

DYNAMICA
Captain C C Gray
Plantagenet CD PMRD 9431 (2001)
The Durhams/Disney Festival/When Drums and Brass Make Summons/Soul
Bossanova/Incantation and Dance/Heritage/Trumpet Party/Symphonic Dances
from West Side Story/Two Worlds/Serenade (Les Millions d’Arlequin)/
Dynamica/Evening Hymn and Sunset/Regimental Marches.

OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY: THE MUSIC OF SHARPE
Captain R J Owen
Virgin CD VTCD81, tape 7243 8 41590 2 3 (1996)
Band tracks: I’m Ninety Five/Bugle Call/Money Musk/The Huntsman’s Chorus/
The Italian Song/Sunset. Other tracks performed by the Moscow Symphony
Orchestra plus vocals by John Tams and others.

HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL / Captain G O Jones
Scotsdisc CD CDITV 642, 12 inch vinyl (number unknown),
tape KITV 642, DVD VITV 642 (1998)
Accompanying the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards Pipes & Drums
CD tracks: Highland Cathedral/Main Theme From The Last of The Mohicans/The
Gael/2/4 Marches: The Barren Rocks of Aden Selection/Amazing Grace/The
Rebel Piper/Steam Train To Mallaig/My Heart Will Go On/Strathspeys & Reels:
On Evil Selection/The Castle Walls/Waltz Set: Murray’s Fancy Selection/4/4
Marches: The Roses Of Prince Charlie Selection/Erin’s Green Shore/Will You Go
Lassie Go/Medley: The Banks of The Lee Selection/Ceilidh Set: Atholl
Highlanders Selection/Absent Without Leave (Soldier Soldier)/Hornpipes: The
Walrus Selection/Braveheart Trilogy/Jig Set: The Gold Ring Selection/Scotland
The Brave/Heilian’ Laddie/Amazing Grace The Fling.
12-inch vinyl tracks: as above but minus Steam Train To Mallaig/Strathspeys &
Reels/Waltz Set/4/4 Marches/Erin’s Green Shore/Medley The Banks of The Lee/
Hornpipes.
KNELLER HALL MARCH COLLECTION VOLUME ONE / Captain G O Jones
Droit CD FANCD001 (1998)
Fanfare/Mareth Line/Arromanches/Drive On/Heroes of Kohima/The Empire/
Soldiers First/The RSM/Quis Seperabit/Mad Mitch/Suffolk Punch/St Dunstan’s
March/Shades of 200/The Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary/The Old
Soldier/Wyre Valley Legionnaires/The Hills of Korea/Short Shrift/Fox’s
Marines/Light Division.
THE SOUND OF LIGHT / Captain G O Jones
Droit 2 CD set TRCD 996D (1999, re-released 2014)
CD 1: Sir John Moore Fanfare/Silver Bugles/Geordie/Regimental Airs of The
Light Infantry/CBQ/Regimental Songs of The Royal Green Jackets/Sambre et
Meuse/Bugle Boy/Le Rêve Passe/Governor’s Guard/Bab-el-Mandeb/The Little
Bugler/Secunderabad/Queen’s Fanfare/Light Troop/Jellalabad/High on a Hill/
Mechanised Infantry/Abide With Me/Sunset.
CD 2: Light Division Assembly/Advance/Somerset LI: Prince Albert-Palace
Guard/Duke of Cornwall’s LI: One & All-The 46th/Somerset & Cornwall LI:
Prince Albert & Trelawney/King’s Own Yorkshire LI: With Jockey to the
Fair/King’s Shropshire LI: Old Towler-The 53rd Slow March-Daughter of the
Regiment–Raglan/Durham LI: The Light Barque-The Old 68th/Herefordshire LI:
The Lincolnshire Poacher/Light Infantry: Light Infantry-The Keel Row/
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire LI: Nachtlager Von Granada-Lower Castle Yard/
King’s Royal Rifle Corps: Lutzow’s Wild Hunt-The Duke of York/Rifle Brigade:
Over the Hills-I’m 95-Garb of Auld Gaul/Royal Green Jackets: Huntsman’s
Chorus-Italian Song-Road to the Isles-Monymusk/Light Division: Last
Post–Reveille/Light Division-Light Infantry-The Royal Green Jackets/No More
Parades Today.
MUSIC IN REMEMBRANCE (LEST WE FORGET) / Captain G O Jones
Droit CD TRCD995 (1999)
British Patriotic Airs/Tribute to Elgar/Jerusalem/Epilogue from Things To Come/
Nimrod/Funeral March (Beethoven)/The Supreme Sacrifice/Abide With Me/O
God Our Help In Ages Past/Last Post/Reveille/Rouse/Charlie Reveille/Trumpet
Voluntary/Fame and Glory/It’s A Long Way To Tipperary/Marching Songs of
WW2/The Army, The Navy and The Air Force/The Contemptibles/Sons of the
Brave/Old Comrades/The British Legion/Boys of the Old Brigade/Sunset/
Regimental Marches/National Anthem.
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BUGLE CALLS FOR THE BRITISH ARMY
Sergeant Simon Jenkins (Principal Cornet Light Division Band)
Droit 2 CD set TRCD 2241D (2002)
CD1: Routine Bugle Calls for the Infantry & Mounted Infantry in Camp and
Quarters/Field Calls for Mounted Corps.
CD2: Bugle calls for Remembrance Day Services: Last Post – 2 minutes Silence
– Rouse/Last Post – 2 minutes Silence – Long Reveille/Last Post – 2 minutes
Silence – Naval or ‘Charlie’ Reveille.
THE BOND OF FRIENDSHIP / Major C C Gray
Bandleader CD BNA 5181 (2003)
Jubilee/Through Bolts & Bars/Commanding Officer’s Call/Cavalry Brigade/
Raglan/Les Clarions Anglais/Band of Brothers/The Olympic Spirit/Electrum/
High on a Hill/The Spirit of Pageantry/Sir John Moore/Commanding Officer’s
Speech/The British Grenadiers/Cavalry Brigade/The Bond of Friendship/1st The
Queen’s Dragoon Guards/The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards/The Royal Dragoon
Guards/The Queen’s Royal Hussars/9th/12th Royal Lancers/The King’s Royal
Hussars/The Light Dragoons/The Queen’s Royal Lancers/The Royal Tank
Regiment/Army Air Corps/Royal Army Medical Corps/Adjutant General’s
Corps/Royal Army Veterinary Corps/Royal Army Dental Corps/Intelligence
Corps/Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps/Corps of Army Music/The
Light Infantry/The Royal Green Jackets.
VIRTUOSO / Major C C Gray
CRS Media Light Division CD LDCD001 (2004)
Gavorkna/Slavonic Dance No 3/The Carnival of Venice/Bravura (Calum
Gray)/Santa Fe Saga/Rhapsody for Trombone (Langford)/Quick Silver/Coming
Home/Danza Finale from Estancia/Softly Awakes My Heart/Behind the Lines:
Estaminet de Carrefour-Cortège (Cecil Coles).
With Richard Marshall (Cornet) & Brett Baker (Trombone).
MASK / Major C C Gray
CRS CD CRS001 (2005)
Trombone Concerto (Hodgson)/Sonata for Trombone & Wind Band
(Bourgeois)/Mask Concerto for Trombone & Wind Band (Owen)/Trombone
Concerto (Jacob).
With Brett Baker Principal Trombone Black Dyke Band.
MARCH MONTAGE / Major C C Gray
Chevron CD CHVCD 23 (2005)
Entry of the Gladiators/Troop: Les Huguenots/Mechanized Infantry/Des
Bayrischer Defilier Marsch/Atholl Highlanders/The Muckin’ o’ Geordie’s
Byre/Bonnie Dundee/March from The Love of Three Orange/Midway March/The
Wedding March (Mendelssohn)/Amparito Roca/Funeral March (Grieg)/Marche
Lorraine/The Prince Consort’s Own/The Earle of Oxford’s Marche/The Highland
Cradle Song/A Man’s a Man for a’ That/Within a Mile o’ Edinburgh Toon/The BB
and CF/The Parade of the Wooden Soldiers/The Vanished Army/The Stars and
Stripes Forever/Scotland the Brave-Black Bear-Highland Laddie/The Regimental
Marches: The Light Infantry-The Royal Green Jackets.
With Pipes & Drums of the Scots Guards Association (Manchester Branch).
Additions and corrections welcome.
Philip Mather
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Day(s)

Date(s)

Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs
Fri-Sat
Sat

20-Apr
21-Apr
21-Apr
21-Apr
21-Apr
21-Apr
22-23 Apr
23-Apr

Band/Performers

Band of the Parachute Regiment
Band of the Royal Armoured Corps
Band of the Royal Artillery
Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland
Band of the Royal Welsh
Band of the Royal Irish Regiment
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
Band of the Grenadier Guards
Band of the Coldstream Guards
Tues
26-Apr Ensemble of the Bands of the Guards Division
Thurs
28-Apr Band of the Royal Marines (Scotland)
Fri
6-May Band of the King’s Division
Fri-Sat
6-7 May Massed Pipes & Drums (various bands)
Sat
7-May Nottinghamshire Band of the Royal Engineers
Sat
7-May Band of the Royal Irish Regiment
Sun
8-May Band of the Household Cavalry
Band of the Royal Armoured Corps
Band of the Royal Yeomanry
Fri
13-May Band of the King’s Division
Sat
14-May Band of the Nottinghamshire Police
Sun
15-May Band of the Royal Marines
Sun
22-May Royal Marines Association Concert Band
Wed-Thurs 25-26 May Massed Bands of the Royal Marines
Sat
28-May Massed Bands of the Household Division
Tues
31-May Ensemble of the Bands of the Guards Division
Wed-Thurs 1-2 Jun Central Band of the Royal British Legion
Wed-Thurs 1-2 Jun Massed Bands and Bugles of the Rifles
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
Band of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry
Thurs
2-Jun
Band of the Royal Armoured Corps
Thurs
2-Jun
Band of the Royal Artillery
Thurs
2-Jun
Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland
Thurs
2-Jun
Band of the Prince of Wales’s Division
Thurs
2-Jun
Band of the Royal Irish Regiment
Sat
4-Jun
Massed Bands of the Household Division
Sun
5-Jun
Band of the of the Royal Air Force College
Wed-Thurs 8-9 Jun Massed Bands of the Household Division
Band of the Honourable Artillery Company
Band of the Royal Yeomanry
Thurs
9-Jun
Band of the Royal Marines (Scotland
Fri
10-Jun Band of the Royal Artillery
Fri
10-Jun Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland
Fri
10-Jun Band of the Prince of Wales’s Division
Fri
10-Jun Band of the Royal Irish Regiment
Sat
11-Jun Massed Bands of the Household Division
Sat
11-Jun Band of the Yorkshire Regiment
Sat
11-Jun Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland
Sat
11-Jun Band of the Prince of Wales’s Division
Band of the Royal Welsh
Sat
11-Jun Band of the Royal Irish Regiment
Sat
11-Jun Band of the Royal Anglian Regiment
Sat
11-Jun Band of the Royal Artillery
Sun
12-Jun Central Band of the Royal British Legion
Mon
13-Jun Band of the Household Cavalry
Band of the Welsh Guards
Wed
15-Jun Band of the Royal Marines (Commando Training Centre)
Wed
22-Jun Corps of Army Music
Tues
28-Jun Big Band of the Guards Division

Event/Occasion

Location

Concert (7.30pm)
Royal Salute (11.00am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Gurkha Festival of Music (7.30pm)
St George’s Day Concert (7.30pm)

Concordia Theatre, Hinckley
Museum Gardens, York
Hyde Park, London
Edinburgh Castle
Cardiff Castle
Hillsborough Castle
Duke of York’s Royal Military School, Dover
Cadogan Hall, London

Recital (1.10pm)
Concert (7.30pm)
Concert (7.30pm)
The Walled City Tattoo (8.00pm)
Concert
Concert (8.00pm)
Combined Cavalry Old Comrades
Association Parade (10.15am)

Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks, London
Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline
Marine Hall, Fleetwood
Millennium Forum, Londonderry
Ripon Cathedral
Waterfront Hall, Belfast
Hyde Park, London

Concert (7.30pm)
Concert (7.00pm)
Graspan Memorial Parade (11.45am)
Milton Glee Club Concert (3.00pm)
Royal Marines Beating Retreat
Major General’s Review (10.00am)
Recital (1.10pm)
Concert (7.15pm)
Sounding Retreat (8.00pm)

The Atkinson, Southport
Dunham Village Hall, Newark
Horse Guards Parade, London
Guildhall, Portsmouth
Horse Guards Parade, London
Horse Guards Parade, London
Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks, London
St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle
Horse Guards Parade, London

Royal Salute (11.00am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Colonel’s Review (10.00am)
Concert (7.30pm)
Household Division
Beating Retreat (8.00pm)

Museum Gardens, York
Hyde Park, London
Edinburgh Castle
Cardiff Castle
Hillsborough Castle
Horse Guards Parade, London
Palace Theatre, Newark
Horse Guards Parade, London

Concert (7.30pm)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Queen’s Birthday Parade (10.00am)
Royal Salute (11.00am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)

Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline)
Green Park, London
Edinburgh Castle
Cardiff Castle
Hillsborough Castle
Horse Guards Parade, London
Museum Gardens, York
Edinburgh Castle
Cardiff Castle

Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (11.30am)
Royal Salute (12.30pm)
Concert (7.00pm)
Garter Service (2.00pm)

Hillsborough Castle
Castle Park, Colchester
Green Park, London
Duke of York’s Royal Military School, Dover
Windsor Castle

Concert (7.30pm)
Brass Band Concert (8.00pm)
Recital (1.10pm)

Pavilion Theatre, Exmouth
Kneller Hall, Twickenham
Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks, London

Please note: All dates and times are subject to change. Please check www.imms-uk.org.uk and www.military-music-events.co.uk for further details and updates.
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ABOVE: Band of the Grenadier Guards at the Cenotaph, Whitehall, on Remembrance Sunday, 8th November 2015
(Photo MOD / Crown Copyright). BELOW: The British Imperial Military Band, whose musicians are drawn from
former members of all three Services. More details can be found at www.britishimperialmilitaryband.com.
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