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CHAIRMAN’S CALL
s you may be aware, Andy Smith, our
UK Journal Editor for the past five
years, has indicated his wish to relinquish
the position at the 2016 Annual General
Meeting. Andy, who took over the job from
Philip Mather, has built on Philip’s work
to develop the Journal into the excellent
publication that is a cornerstone of our
Branch – indeed, the essential companion
for many of you who are not able to attend
band performances, Branch meetings and
the like.
You may recall that, in my Chairman’s Call in
the Spring edition, I asked for those of you who
have something to offer the Society to come
forward. I make no excuse for repeating the plea
as your Committee begins the search for Andy’s
replacement. Andy has offered to work
alongside a future Editor and the holder of the
position can be assured of Committee support
and assistance. Are you our next Editor?

A

FROM THE EDITOR
elcome to the Summer issue of the
Branch Journal which, I hope you will
agree, is a truly “action-packed” edition,
with a mixture of news, reviews and
photographs, featuring a wide variety of
military musicians – and a police band too!
As this Journal goes to press, your Editor is
packing for a trip to Belgium for the bicentenary
of the Battle of Waterloo and looking forward to
seeing a strong British military band presence at
the commemorative events on the battlefield as
well as, reportedly, the largest-ever gathering of
Napoleonic re-enactors! There are also various
“Waterloo 200” events on this side of the
Channel, including concerts and parades by the
Guards and by the Waterloo Band of The Rifles.
The Summer months will also see events
here in the UK to mark the 75th anniversary of

W

I was fortunate to be included in a small group
of members who were present at the inaugural
concert of the relocated Band of The Royal Air
Force Regiment at the Headquarters of RAF
Music Services, Northolt. It was a most
impressive display of musical excellence, bearing
in mind that the musicians had been together for
little more than a week. It is also re-assuring to
hear that the quality of music that we have come
to expect from Bands of the RAF is being
maintained as a result of the recent move.
Finally, I would like to add a few words of
thanks to Edgar Liddle, who stood down as
Branch Treasurer and Membership Secretary at
the AGM in March. Edgar held the post for six
years, during which his stewardship of the
finances of the Branch was impeccable and his
contributions to the deliberations of the
Committee were always measured, pertinent
and concise. The Branch has good reason to be
grateful to him. We have welcomed Guy
Morris, elected at the AGM to serve in the post.
Nigel Ellis
the Battle of Britain, including Memorial Day
at Capel-le-Ferne, near Folkestone in Kent, on
Sunday 12th July. This is an annual event at the
clifftop memorial to “The Few” and always
attracts a good crowd, but this year being a
major anniversary it is sure to even more
popular than usual, so if you want a good picnic
spot to watch the bands, the parades and the
flypasts, my advice would be to get there early!
Please don’t forget Armed Forces Day on
Saturday 27th June. The main national event will
be in Guildford, Surrey, but there will be
numerous local Armed Forces Day events
throughout the UK that weekend. This is an
important opportunity to see and hear military
musicians from all three Services, numerous
corps of drums and pipes, both military and
civilian, and to pay tribute to the men and women
of the Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force.
Andy Smith

The IMMS UK Branch Journal is published four times a year. The respective closing dates for copy are 31st January, 30th
April, 31st July and 31st October. Contributions from members for inclusion in the Journal – including items of news, reviews
of concerts and CDs, photographs and information about forthcoming events – are always welcome. The annual membership
subscription, due on 1st January, is £19 of which the UK Branch retains £8 to help finance local activities. Members receive
in addition to the UK Branch Journal two editions each year of Band International, which is sent to all members worldwide.
Further details about the Society and its activities are available from the UK Branch Secretary. Enquiries and correspondence
about the Society’s meetings should be addressed to the Branch Secretary and not to Kneller Hall. The contents of the UK
Branch Journal are copyright and no part of it may be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect the views of the President, the UK Branch Committee or the Society’s membership as a whole.
FRONT COVER: The Band of The Parachute Regiment led soldiers of 9 Regiment Army Air Corps through the town of Boroughbridge,
North Yorkshire, on Thursday 21st May. After 25 years at Dishforth, the regiment is relocating to Yeovilton. (Photo: Philip Carter)
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BRANCH SECRETARY’S NOTES
Are you an e-mail user?
f you would like to receive our occasional
Newsbriefs about the exciting forthcoming
military music events, please send me your
e-mail – and a new e-mail address if yours has
recently changed; my e-mail address is
acrecottage2003@yahoo.co.uk.
Do let me know about parades, concerts
and/or other military band events you hear
about – particularly at short notice – so that, if
possible, the information can be shared with
other members. By the way do keep an eye on
our website – www.imms-uk.org.uk –
maintained by Ron Rose, which has
information about all our activities.

I

Annual General Meeting
Branch Meetings
(At The Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall, Twickenham TW2 7DU)
ur meetings at Kneller Hall in 2015
will take place on Saturdays 20th
June, 12th September and 5th December;
meetings start at 14.30.
Members should note that new security
procedures have been implemented at
Kneller Hall, bringing the school into line
with other Ministry of Defence locations.
All members, therefore, are asked to
allow extra time when travelling to IMMS
meetings for these procedures to be
completed.
To assist members as far as we can, I
would ask all those travelling on foot to
confirm in advance that they will be
attending a meeting so I can pass names in
advance to the School. Members travelling
by car to Kneller Hall for the first time
should let me have their vehicles’
registration numbers by post, telephone or
e-mail (see page 2). After their first
attendance, members’ details are
automatically passed to the Guardroom for
subsequent visits.
When attending our meetings, members
should carry their IMMS membership
cards as proof of identity. Lost membership
cards can be replaced on request.
We are delighted to announce that the
speaker at our meeting on Saturday 20th
June will be WO2 Adrian Beckett MBE of
the London District Major Events Team,
based at Wellington Barracks.
Please note that our September meeting
will take place at 14.30 on Saturday 12th
September, rather earlier in the month than
usual to avoid congestion and delays that
may be caused on 19th and 26th
September by the Rugby World Cup at the
neighbouring Twickenham RFU Stadium.

O

he UK Branch’s Annual General Meeting
took place on Saturday 7th March 2015 at
The Royal Military School of Music, Kneller
Hall, Twickenham.
Members attending the meeting received
reports from the Chairman and Branch
Secretary and scrutinised the financial
statement prepared by retiring Treasurer Edgar
Liddle; all these reports were formally accepted.
Subsequently, members elected Guy Morris
to succeed Edgar in the dual posts of Treasurer
and Membership Secretary. Chairman Nigel
Ellis paid tribute to the outstanding
contribution made by Edgar to the Branch’s
affairs during the six years that he had held
these responsibilities, particularly as he had
travelled so regularly from Linlinthgow, near
Edinburgh, to London for our meetings. Ron
Shooter was re-elected to your committee for a
further three year term.
Members heard with regret that because of
ill health Sally Gray had indicated her wish to
stand down as Vice-Chairman at the AGM
rather than completing her current term in
March 2016. Sally’s contributions to the
Branch over many years, including her sales
stands and organisation of events each year at
Shrewsbury, have been truly remarkable and
your officers will be marking this appropriately
with due course. As Sally’s intentions had not
been known at the point when nominations for
election at the AGM closed, it was not possible
according to the rules to elect a new
Vice-Chairman. Alan Purdie, who had been

T

Drum Major Mo Brown (right) with Major
Roger Swift, former Director of Music,
Coldstream Guards
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Branch Chairman Nigel Ellis with
Major Philip Stredwick, Director of Music,
The Countess of Wessex’s String Orchestra

acting as Vice-Chairman during Sally’s
absence, continues to act as Vice-Chairman
until the next AGM in March 2016.
Members also learnt, with regret, that
Journal editor Andy Smith had signalled his
intention to stand down in March 2016. Your
committee, therefore, is looking for a new
editor whom Andy has agreed to support and
mentor over the coming issues.
The Annual General Meeting concluded with
a vote of thanks to the Branch’s Officers and
committee members for their efforts during the
past year coupled with best wishes to the new
committee for the future.
Once the business of the AGM had been
completed, members were delighted to welcome
Drum Major Maurice “Mo” Brown of 1st Bn
Scots Guards who gave a wonderful insight
about his time with the battalion’s pipes and
drums. Mo, whose drumming career had started
with marching bands in Ulster, joined the Irish
Guards in 1996 and became a drummer in 1997.
His service has included tours to Kosovo and
Iraq; these were followed by training at the Army
School of Ceremonial and attachment to the
Army Recruiting Team in 2005.
In an outstanding and fascinating
presentation Mo shared with us his obvious
pride in his pipes and drums band and the many
engagements he had completed with them –
including being the Drum Major at the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 2013. Because of
the vagaries of his postings he had yet to lead a
band at Changing the Guard in London but he
was due to do so for the first time a few days
after the meeting, an occasion duly recorded in
Facebook and YouTube. We wish Mo every
success in his future service.
After the lunch interval we were delighted to
welcome an old friend of the Branch, Major
Philip Stredwick of the Corps of Army Music.
On 1st April 2014, as a result of the
reorganisation of Army Music, Philip was
appointed as the first Director of Music of the
Countess of Wessex’s String Orchestra.
Members heard that the orchestra has taken
over from other army bands the provision of
string music at events such as State Banquets
and investitures at Buckingham Palace and the
Garter Lunch at Windsor attended by The
Branch Secretary’s Notes continued on Page 4
Page 3
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POLICE BAND AT THE WESTERN FRONT

Retiring Branch Treasurer Edgar
Liddle, Chairman Nigel Ellis and
new Treasurer Guy Morris

Branch Secretary’s Notes continued from Page 3
Queen and her Garter Knights; the orchestra
had also appeared at the opening of the Invicta
Games. The new structure of the Corps of
Army Music creating new musical formations
has been a subject of great interest so it was
very good to hear from Philip at first hand
something about his pioneering orchestra.

Branch Visits
(When applying to participate in a Branch visit
please write to me at Amberstone, Pyrford
Road, Pyrford GU22 8UP enclosing a
stamped, addressed envelope for reply and
where applicable a cheque payable to IMMS
UK (Founder) Branch:
● Wednesday 1st July 2015 – Band of Her
Majesty’s Royal Marines, Collingwood, at
HMS Collingwood, Fareham, Hampshire.
●

●

As part of the commemorations of the centenary of the Great War, the Band of
the Hampshire Constabulary were invited to visit the battlefields and
cemeteries of the Western Front. Photographs show the Band taking part in
the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate and the Royal British Legion
(Somme Branch) parade and ceremony at Thiepval. (Photos: Simon Morgan)

Wednesday 5th August 2015 –
Commandant’s Review of The Sovereign’s
Parade at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst; tickets £8.
Tuesday 8th September 2015 – Countess
of Wessex’s String Orchestra and The King’s
Troop Royal Artillery, at RA Barracks,
Woolwich, London.

Jim Davies
Hon. Secretary

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I was delighted that you were able to find space in the winter issue
of the Journal for my report of the Coldstream Guards’ visit to
Talbot House. Unfortunately, in the penultimate paragraph the
wording of my original article was changed slightly and in its
amended form it suggests that the Guards visited the house before
visiting St Symphorien when in fact they visited TH the day after
their performance at St Symphorien. Also, the caption referring to
the Band being in Mons is incorrect; they were playing in the
garden at Talbot House. I would be grateful for the opportunity to
correct these errors.
Roger Griffiths

Page 4

“Gurkha 200” parade in London, Thursday
1st April 2015. (Photo: Allan Robertson)
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DUNCAN IS BAND’S FIRST PRESIDENT
he Heroes Band has appointed Wing Commander Duncan Stubbs as its first-ever
Band President. Wg Cdr Stubbs is currently Principal Director of Music, Royal
Air Force Music Services, and is a highly regarded and respected conductor and
composer within both military and civilian music circles.

T

He was the first musician to achieve the Fellowship of the Royal Schools of Music
(Directing – Wind Band) and more recently he completed a Master of Music Degree, receiving
both the William Primrose and Albert Thomas Howard prizes for composition. As an arranger
and composer he has many successful works in the catalogues of international music publishers.
He regularly conducts civilian wind bands, many of which have achieved national status, and he
is frequently asked to coach and adjudicate at wind band festivals. He continues to play the
bassoon, he told the Journal Editor, “but only rarely, and preferably when no one else is
listening!” When not performing music or being a doting father he can often be found “giving
his ears a rest” on top of a mountain in the Lake District. As PDOM Royal Air Force he continues
the challenge of maintaining the musical reputation enjoyed by the RAF throughout the world.
Wg Cdr Stubbs says he is “delighted to be associated with a band that produces and maintains
such very high standards of music” and is proud of the band’s support for the military charity
Help for Heroes, for which they raise funds through their concerts. For more information on The
Heroes Band please have a look at their website: www.theheroesband.org.uk.
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RIFLES’ WATERLOO BAND FLASHMOB 2015
he Rifles’ Waterloo Band “flashmob” event was initiated by our
Commanding Officer, Lt Col James Bryant, who having seen a
flashmob on the internet, came up with one of his “CORGIs” –
Commanding Officer’s Really Good Ideas! He decided we should
execute our own flashmob, with the overall purpose of raising the
profile of both the Battalion and the Band and Bugles, so aiding our
recruitment drive within the local area.
This concept was passed to our Director of Music, Major Peter Clark,
who, after agreeing to it, smartly passed the organisation and planning to
the Band PSI WO2 Bob Ghigi and me. Then came many hours of
brainstorming ideas, both between ourselves and within the Band and
Bugles. We researched many existing flashmobs carried out by other
military bands and came to the conclusion that they generally had a
similar format, starting with an individual person, joined gradually by
other musicians previously hidden, until the whole band are present and
they stand and play a short concert. However, we didn’t want to just
follow the established formula – we needed ours to be different, in order
to have the greatest impact. Some common aims began to emerge. We
wanted our flashmob:
1. To be distinct from the others;
2. To be fun but professional;
3. To have a definite regimental theme;
4. To be clear in its location; and
5. To advertise the fact that we are Reserve Army Battalion and Band.
Luckily, being based only a short way from Oxford, we are already in
an iconic location with its buildings known not just nationally but
internationally through TV and film such as Inspector Morse, Harry
Potter and Brideshead Revisited, but also because of the city’s world
famous university. We were all agreed – The Rifles’ Waterloo Band
flashmob had to be in Oxford.
Mr Ghigi and I then went on a whistle-stop tour of the city, visiting at
least ten possible locations – assessing them all for factors such as
aesthetics of the surroundings, size to accommodate a marching band,
traffic and the amount of footfall of pedestrians. From this we came up
with our gold, silver and bronze preferred options. The strong golden
option being Broad Street, one of Oxford’s most iconic streets of
beautiful buildings, wide and long enough to accommodate a marching
band, closed off at one end to traffic, with a sufficient footfall of students,
tourists and shoppers to provide an audience, but not so many that the
surprise would be spoiled by the police having to shut off the road. With
the location chosen we then had to decide on the content of the event.
We then went right back to research some of the earliest flash mobs
that had the greatest impact and highest numbers of views. Some of the
most fun ones had the participants already in situ prior to the event,
invisibly merging with the unsuspecting public. I felt that the most
impact would be with a sudden introduction of the band and bugles from
different locations and in different guises all at once heralded by a bugle
call. A traditional regimental bugle call heralding troops to action is

T

Preparing for the flashmob, musicians
in disguise among the shoppers and tourists
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The Waterloo Band of The Rifles with the Bugles of 1, 2, 4
and 7 RIFLES on the steps of the Bodleian Library, Oxford.

Rifles Assembly and we chose that to herald the event and signal the start.
In the event it was sounded by two buglers Riflemen Matt Stimpson and
James Howard who were positioned on top of the tower of Balliol
College and was then echoed across the road, backward and forwards on
the ground by five buglers who appeared from a shop opposite.
A rough plan of the proposed event was then presented to the Director
of Music and the band on a Powerpoint presentation, with a storyboard
placed on the bandroom wall. All members of the band and bugles were
encouraged to have an input to the proposed proceedings, and many of
these creative and inventive ideas were incorporated. Three shops were
selected to play a large part by hiding musicians and buglers prior to the
event, but of course their co-operation was required to also store
instrument cases and coats during the flashmob itself. This was sought
with a visit a couple of months prior to the event to explain to the
managers what we would like, together with a follow-up letter. All three
shops’ staff were fantastically helpful and hospitable.
Of course Balliol College also played a major role, by hiding nearly 20
buglers and the Director of Music beforehand, and allowing us to use
their tower to host the two buglers who heralded the event. Again I sought
assistance prior to the event from the Domestic Bursar and the Head
Porter, who also allowed us to go up the tower a number of times over the
course of the preparations, no mean feat as this meant climbing six
storeys of stone steps each time!
A large part of our recruitment drive is to try to gain more buglers – an
essential part of the Rifles’ history, ethos and music. As we were short of
buglers ourselves, we put a request out to the rest of the Regiment’s
buglers, asking for their assistance in the event. We were truly impressed
by the level of their support and we gained buglers from 1, 2 and 4
RIFLES, all of whom were happy to volunteer their time, with 2 RIFLES
buglers coming from as far away as Northern Ireland! This meant that we
had a truly impressive bugle section both visually and in sound.
As the preparations continued apace and band and bugles rehearsals
commenced, there was a certain amount of discussion regarding whether
to tip-off the local press beforehand about the flashmob. It was important
to keep the surprise element of the event intact, however to gain
maximum press exposure and ensure that we had an audience it was
essential to inform them in advance. Our local paper the Oxford Mail
fully understood our dilemma and did an absolutely sterling job, subtly
informing their readers of an event by the band and the time and location,
but without specifying any detail. Their reporting and camera team
covered it all and we had great front page photo coverage as well as an
article inside and an editorial comment the following Monday!
The organisation had to be meticulous with such a large high-profile
event, and Mr Ghigi and myself together with the Bugle Majors of the
Battalions, Director of Music and other officers, liaised frequently over
aspects such as the sequence of events, transport from our barracks into
Oxford City Centre, accommodation of the buglers from Northern
Ireland, publicity, filming, risk assessments, and even down to who was
to take coats and bags from the musicians in the street. In the event, this
meticulous attention to detail paid off and the day was a huge success.
Even the weather was kind with a dry afternoon of high white cloud.
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The Band in Oxford: flashmob, Rifles-style

The final sequence of events was as follows.
The players of large instruments were hidden
thirty minutes prior to the event in shops; the
majority of the 27 buglers on parade, the Bugle
Major and the Director of Music were hidden in
Balliol College, and the players of smaller
instruments were fully dressed covered by large
civilian coats with shakos and instruments
carried in a bag mingling amongst the shoppers
and tourists of Broad Street.
On the sound of Rifles Assembly, many things
happened at once: the percussion rank and
players of large instruments came out of shops,
the Bugle Major, Director of Music and four
ranks of buglers marched out of Balliol College
and all the players of the smaller instruments
mingling amongst the public suddenly removed
their coats, put on their shakos from carried
bags, took their instruments and stood smartly
to attention ready to play! The pedestrians of
Broad Street were amazed, and began to form a
crowd all around and even within the band to
watch the proceedings!
The Advance sounded by the buglers and the
drum rolls by the percussionists, and to the
march Silver Bugles, the band formed up into
position facing five ranks of buglers facing the
band. The crowd by this time had parted to either
side of the road and there was much gasping and
clapping and the view of hundreds of cameras.
Silver Bugles cut off and after the bugle call
Doubles, the band played Keel Row, whereupon
the full five ranks of buglers doubled towards
the band, countermarched and formed up in
front of the band to the sound of much applause
and cheering by the large crowd that had
gathered. The band and bugles then performed
their renowned accelerando of Zorba’s Dance,
which begins very slowly, marching one step at
a time, moves into a slow march, then a quick
march which accelerates to a finishing blistering
pace of around 180 paces per minute all dictated
by our bass drummer WO2 Henry Hookings. To
more ecstatic applause, the drum rolls then
sounded again and the band and bugles marched
off down Broad Street to our regimental march,
Mechanised Infantry before, on the cue of the
bass drum, bomb-bursting and melting away
again into side streets, gateways and shops of
Broad Street, our flashmob concluded.
At the end of Broad Street is the university’s
iconic Bodleian Library, and the full band and
bugles all formed up afterwards and marched
down the road to this building with its entrance
of stone steps for some lovely formal and
informal photos taken to record the day.
Sjt Jackie Mann and LCpl Terry Hissey
International Military Music Society (UK Branch)

ABOVE: LCpl Liam Seer-Boylan, a Drummer
from 1st Bn The Grenadier Guards, holds an
original Waterloo Bugle recovered from the
battlefield. (Photo: Sgt Rupert Frere / Crown
copyright); and LEFT: Mercury the Life Guards’
Drum Horse, and his rider, Musn Chris Diggle,
pictured at Horse Guards Parade on 23rd
March, at the special event to launch the
Household Division’s contribution to the
Battle of Waterloo bicentenary celebrations.
(Photo: Richard Watt / Crown copyright)
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IMMS UK Branch Committee

Royal Air Force Music
Services Restructure

Member Profile: Guy Morris

n March this year, RAF Music Services undertook a re-structuring
which reduced the number of Bands from four to three. Prior to
the re-structuring, RAF Music Services comprised RAF Central –
two bands at RAF Northolt, with RAF College and RAF Regiment
Bands at Cranwell.
The RAF Regiment Band title has been relocated to RAF Northolt,
taking a number of musicians with it from Cranwell. The re-structuring
was a response to the ever increasing demands on musicians and the need
to maintain an adequate balance of instrumentation. To quote Wing
Commander Duncan Stubbs, Principal Director of Music, RAF: “The
solution is to re-distribute our manpower to 3 larger bands which will
then be able to absorb the additional workload while providing
individuals with better opportunities for career development. We will also
be better placed to continue to build our reputation and represent the
whole RAF in the professional manner and to the musical standard
expected of us.”
Thus, there are now three larger bands; two at RAF Northolt, with the
RAF College Band remaining at RAF Cranwell. On April 1st, the newly
re-formed RAF Regiment Band performed an inaugural concert at HQ
RAF Music Services and their Director of Music, Flying Officer Chris
I’Anson, kindly invited a small group of IMMS members to join local
people and RAF personnel to witness the event.
The concert, performed in their splendid band room, commenced with
Rimsky-Korsakov’s Procession of the Nobles, a full, rich sound with a
band exceeding 40 in number. The concert continued with March from
1941 by John Williams, Thames Journey (Nigel Hess), Holiday for Horns
(Laurie Johnson), On A Hymnsong of Lowell Mason (David R Holsinger)
and Gaelforce (Peter Graham). The quality of the music demonstrated
fully the benefits of a larger band and the audience clearly appreciated the
high standard of the performance.
Following the concert, Flying Officer I’Anson took us on a tour of the
Band’s modern facilities at Northolt, which include a large
well-appointed band room for each band, small rehearsal rooms, a music
store/archive and a fully equipped recording studio.
Nigel Ellis
Source: RAF Music Services website

I

Our new Branch Treasurer
ilitary music has been one of my primary interests for many
years – I cannot remember how far back, having forgotten
which was the first Royal Tournament I was taken to: my father was
Royal Artillery, and I know in the early 1960s he was at the
Tournament as an ADC, so I probably started soon after then, and
was a regular right up to the Last Run in 1999.
My interest has primarily been listening to CDs, going to
occasional events in a variety of forms, from Trooping the Colour to
the occasional bandstand concert. A strange coincidence, like the
previous Treasurer, Edgar, I have a Trombone connection, in that I
played it at school – not very well (my teacher said I must have
talent, as I could “improve” on a weekly basis without any practice
in-between); I made up for this by being a “utility brass” member of
the orchestra, playing most other than the French Horn, after
demonstrating the ability to pick up and get a note out of a double
B-flat bass. I also played the piano, with equal attention to practice,
but somehow managed to do well at all the Theory of Music grades.
Doing a doctorate on the Vikings at a rather decent university
brought me a Swedish wife, marriage in the college chapel, which
happens to be a cathedral, and a need to get a job which came in the
IT industry, for which I am now a management consultant (and still
doing corrections to the thesis). I have a (too) wide range of
interests as well as military music: books, gardening, cricket, motor
sport, London livery (Painter-Stainers), history in many guises,
steam railways/engines (particularly GWR), rugby (Welsh ancestry)
being the ones that come immediately to mind.
Guy Morris

M

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
With the 25th Anniversary of Op Granby (First Gulf War, 1990-1)
coming up, does anyone have a list of military bands and corps of
drums and pipes that took part?
LCpl Terry Hissey
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Flying Officer Chris I’Anson conducting the Band of The Royal Air
Force Regiment. (Photos by kind permission of RAF Music Services)
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PARAS ON PARADE

RAF GERMANY BAND

The Band of The Parachute Regiment led soldiers of 9 Regiment Army Air Corps
through the town of Boroughbridge, North Yorkshire, on Thursday 21st May
2015. After 25 years at Dishforth, the regiment is relocating to Yeovilton in the
near future. (Photos: Philip Carter)

The RAF Germany Band memorial at
Ruislip and floral tributes laid on 11th
February. (Photos: Terry Hissey)
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SAPPERS IN MAIDSTONE
The Band of the Corps of Royal Engineers entertain the crowds
during the Civic Day Celebrations in Jubilee Square, Maidstone,
Kent, on Saturday 23rd May 2015. (Photos: Dennis George Smith)
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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CROSSING OF THE RHINE

he stirring sound of The Ride of the Valkyries could be heard outside
Hamminkeln Station on the Rhine long before The Band of The Parachute
Regiment appeared around a corner in the approach road. This was the band’s
first appearance at a set of engagements over the third weekend in March to
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the crossing of The Rhine.
Several Battalions of the Regiment, part of the 6th Airborne Division, played a
key part in the operation in 1945 and its anniversary remains a significant event
in the Regimental year. A service at the memorial to The 2nd Battalion, The
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, commemorates the sacrifice of
the over 200 casualties of the ‘Ox and Bucks’ who had been flown in Horsa gliders
to secure objectives around the Station.
The band, in Temperate Combat Dress with CAMUS badges in their maroon
berets, marched a Parachute Regiment detachment to the memorial. There they
joined a group of veterans and their families and Parachute Regiment Association
members who had gathered for the brief service of commemoration. To end the
service the band were preparing to play the British and German National Anthems
only to be forestalled by the Senior NCO of the Regimental detachment calling his
men to attention and ordering the march off. Some quick thinking by Drum Major
Barry Ryall brought the Band to the front and the march off proceeded smoothly,
if a little earlier than planned.
Later that day, at the Burgermeister’s Reception at Hamminkeln Rathaus, a
five-piece brass ensemble played before the meal. Now in shirtsleeves, the
TOP: The Band approaching the Memorial to 2nd Bn,
musicians had their CAMUS stable belts and Tactical Recognition Flashes on
The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, at
show as well as their musical accomplishments. Playing for over a hundred people
Hamminkeln Station, 21st March 2015; MIDDLE: A
chatting animatedly as they wait to eat isn’t an ideal audience, but the quintet stuck
brass quintet plays at the Burgermeister’s Reception at
manfully to their task and were enthusiastically applauded. For a 1940s-themed
Hamminkeln Rathaus, 21st March 2015; and BOTTOM:
The Band leading Parachute Regiment Officers and
dinner that evening the band first provided a four-man jazz combo. Then,
Men, Veterans and their families and Parachute
compered by their soon-to-leave Director of Music, Captain Evin Frost, they
Regiment Association members to the Service of
performed a big band set for the veterans and their families. The impromptu
Remembrance at Hamminkeln Church, 22nd March
dancing that this lead to had several veterans shedding 70 years to get out on the
2015;
(Photos: Mike Collins, PRA National Secretary)
floor and ‘shake a leg’.
Next morning saw the band formed up outside the Rathaus in No.1 Dress with Parachute Regiment badges in their maroon berets. They then
lead the Regiment’s Officers and Men, veterans and their families and Regimental Association members to a Service of Remembrance at
Hamminkeln Church. During the service the band accompanied the hymns from a balcony at the back of the Church. Outside, at a wreath laying
ceremony at the Hamminkeln memorial to all the victims of WW2, the band finally got to play the British and German National Anthems. In the
presence of the veterans and local people who recalled, as children, the kindness of their ‘invaders’, this was a very moving point in the weekend.
The band’s participation in the 70th Anniversary of the crossing of the Rhine ended with them marching the Parachute Regiment detachment
off to their coaches for the journey back to Colchester. Music from the Regiment’s own Band had helped make this anniversary special and had
been much appreciated by the veterans, their families and everyone involved.
Mike Boxall

T
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SHREWSBURY FLOWER SHOW 2015
he annual Shrewsbury Flower Show will take place at the Quarry, Shrewsbury
on Friday 14th and Saturday 15th August 2015 and the United Kingdom Branch
plans to be there as usual. Application has been made to the organisers for the
provision of our sales and information stand in its customary position adjacent to the
bandstand and I now ask those of you who will be attending the Show to volunteer
to help on the stand. Duties are not onerous, consisting mainly of selling CDs and
other merchandise for the Branch and for the visiting bands – in addition to the
occasional enquiry regarding toilets, lost children, etc, from members of the public.
Depending on the availability of members, it is anticipated that volunteers would be
asked to perform one or two periods of 90 minutes on the stand during each of the two
days. We have a small band of willing helpers to put up and take down the stand each day,
so general duties are of a light nature – no heavy lifting involved!
The Committee is also planning to hold our annual pre-show dinner at the Lord Hill Hotel on the evening of Thursday 13th August. Despite the fact
that the hotel has increased the cost of providing the dinner, the charge to members and their guests will be slightly less than that charged last year.
The cost of the three-course meal will be £23.00 for members and £24.00 for non-member guests. As for accommodation, regrettably (for us, but not
for the Lord Hill) the hotel is fully booked for the two nights of the Show.
The bands attending have been announced on the Show website; they are The Royal Signals (Northern)
Band and The Band of the Yorkshire Volunteers. The Royal Signals Band will be augmented by musicians
from other Reserve Bands, including the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers Band. It is anticipated, therefore,
that this Band will number around 40 musicians, with approximately 70 in the Massed Bands finale.
If you plan to be at the Show and would like to attend the Dinner and/or can help on the IMMS stand,
please contact me by post or email (see page 2 for contact details), when I will send a proforma with
further information, including details of menu choices. It is an excellent opportunity for Branch members
to gather for a social evening with good food and excellent company, followed by two days of military
music at this splendid venue. The Committee very much hopes that you will be able to support this
significant event in the Branch calendar and we look forward to seeing you at Shrewsbury.
Nigel Ellis

T
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OPERATION DYNAMO 75
n 20th and 21st May 2015 the picturesque seaside town of Ramsgate in Kent was the focus for
commemorations of the 75th anniversary of Operation Dynamo, in which the “Little Ships” –
ranging from assorted fishing vessels to lifeboats and private yachts – sailed across the English
Channel to bring home more than 300,000 Allied troops stranded on the beaches of Dunkirk. Armed
forces veterans were in the town for the commemoration, together with WW2 re-enactors, and
thousands of members of the public who thronged the quayside to meet some of the surviving
veterans of the Dunkirk operation and to see many of the restored Little Ships that had sailed into
Ramsgate for the anniversary. The Band of the Corps of Royal Engineers provided the music for the
service of commemoration, which was conducted by Rev Gordon Warren, Chaplain of the Dunkirk
Little Ships Association, and afterwards led a parade of veterans around the harbour. The following
day the Little Ships set off to cross the Channel once more in a recreation of Operation Dynamo.

O
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1. Dunkirk veteran Bob Halliday, 95, who served with the
Royal Engineers in 1940; 2. Admiral Lord Boyce, Lord
Warden of the Cinque Ports; 3. Air Chief Marshal Sir
Graham “Dusty” Miller; 4. Some of the Dunkirk Little Ships;
5. After the parade; 6. Standard bearers of the Royal British
Legion and veterans’ associations; 7. “Captain Mainwaring”
and the Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard!; and 8. Band of
the Royal Engineers. (Photos by Roger Ford and Philip Stead)
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The Borneo Band of the Durham Army Cadet Force (Director of Music:
Maj Colin Miller) playing at the opening of the new training centre and
headquarters of the Consett Detachment of the ACF and the Consett
(1409) Squadron of the Air Training Corps. The new building was opened
by the Lord Lieutenant of County Durham on 27th May. (Photo: Phil Carter)
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CONCERT REVIEWS
HELP FOR HEROES
CHARITY CONCERT
he concert was held at The Winding Wheel, Chesterfield,
Derbyshire, on Saturday 16th May and was billed as a
“musical extravaganza”. It featured The Band of The Royal
Armoured Corps, Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills Band
and The Perfect Pitch Children’s Choir.
The Masson Mills Band, under the Direction of Alan Morrison
FTCL LRAM, started the proceedings with a set of three numbers
including a Ray Farr arrangement of Bach’s Toccata in D Minor, a
cornet trio in Trumpets Wild (Walters) and to bring us up to date a
Stephen Bulla arrangement of The Symphonic Highlights from Frozen.
The Perfect Pitch Children’s choir carried on with a set of five songs.
They did really well for only their second concert and were well
received by the audience.
Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills Band continued the concert
with their second set this included YMCA with help from the Choir
again well received by the audience. There was also the Theme from
Batman and a new piece, Nightingale Dances (Hall), which was a take
on A Nightingale Sang in Berkley Square arranged as a series of
dances. This ended the first half of the concert.
The second half got under way with The Band of The Royal
Armoured Corps conducted by their Director of Music, Maj Mark
Aldridge. They opened with The Duke of Cambridge March, in honour
of Princess Charlotte of Cambridge – this made a spectacular sight and
sound on stage with five Fanfare Trumpets joining the band. Irving
Berlin Showstoppers (Higgins) came next then a change in conductors
to the newly appointed Bandmaster Staff Sgt Ruffer.
Ruffer conducted the next two pieces, the first of which was the
William Himes arrangement of the traditional hymn tune Amazing
Grace. A change in mood now to a selection from Wicked (Schwarz)
complete with vocals from Musn Amy Phillips who is a member of The
Royal Artillery Band. Musn Phillips sang a varied program, from Wicked
to the operatic aria O Mio Babino Caro then switching to Big Band in
Big Bad Handsome Man (May). Maj Aldridge joined in the Big Band on
Alto Sax for this one which went down really well with the audience.
Carrying on in the Big Band era we were then introduced to Frank
Sinatra, and taking the part of Frank was Sgt Moray Innes who sang
Luck be a Lady (Loesser) and New York, New York (Kander). This went
down a treat with the audience, as not only did Sgt. Innes sound like
Frank but also had all his actions!
The Masson Mills Band returned to the stage to combine with The
Royal Armoured Corps Band in the finale, the Bandmaster also
returning to conduct the first item Ardross Castle (Sparke). He then
handed the baton back to Major Aldridge who conducted the
traditional finish of Land of Hope and Glory and Rule Britannia, all
with audience participation of course.
Although disappointingly there were no instrumental solos in the
programme, it was nonetheless a very good concert indeed, and it was
good to see a proper military band showing off their tremendous
versatility. Well done!
Mike Boxall

T

ROYAL MARINES AT THE
ANVIL AND THE ROYAL
ALBERT HALL
nce again, on Sunday 8th February, a capacity audience at The
Anvil, Basingstoke, savoured every moment of the excellent
concert by the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, Collingwood,

O
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under the dynamic leadership of Major Pete Curtis MBE, their
Director of Music. We enjoyed a packed programme of music to suit
all tastes, the conducting of which was shared by Major Curtis and
his just-appointed Bandmaster, WO2 New Dednum.
I was particularly pleased to see Band Corporal Steve Boyce as
soloist on top form with the Major’s Rhapsody for Euphonium (many
members will recall how he and his colleagues made us feel to welcome
last May when we visited the Royal Marines School of Music); I am
always dazzled by xylophone soloists such as Band Corporal Steve Hall
and Musician Joe Kemp (how do they learn to perform a duet such as
Joyful Skeletons, quite apart from dressing up suitably for the
occasion?). In a change from the printed programme, we heard the
Major’s arrangement of that superb Salvation Army march Celebration,
in recognition of the SA’s 150th anniversary this year.
This was yet another splendid afternoon enhanced, dare I say, by the
Major’s sheer energy, musicality and, yes, humour! And again, we were
sent home with a thrilling encore ringing in our ears. During the
afternoon we heard that in September Major Curtis will move to
become Director of Music at the RM School of Music in Portsmouth,
so the future training of RM musicians – currently in the hands of
Major Jon Ridley – will continue to be assured.
This year’s Mountbatten Festival of Music, at the Royal Albert Hall
on 16th-18th April, was yet another successful and glittering occasion
presented with the style and panache that we have come to expect of
the Royal Marines Band Service. This year the bands taking part were
Portsmouth, Scotland and CTCRM under the direction of Lt Col Nick
Grace OBE, RM and three Directors of Music making their MFM
debuts – Captains Andy Gregory, Daryl Powell and Huw Williams.
John Tusa, due to compere, could not be present so the concerts were
introduced by Charles Collingwood.
True to form, the MFM showcased the immense versatility of the RM
Band Service with beautifully contrasting soloists and stunning musical
arrangements by RM band personnel, quite apart from the spectacular
contributions by the Corps of Drums. Importantly in this year of
anniversaries, however, the programme included music and supporting
film narration about the battles of Coronel and Falkland Islands in 1914
and also the centenary of the ill-fated Gallipoli landings.
Thank you, Colonel Grace and your fine musicians for another
outstanding and at times thought-provoking MFM; I’ve already made
a note in my diary that MFM 2016 will be 7th to 9th April.
Jim Davies

RAF CRANWELL
SPRING CONCERT
ranwell’s spring concert took place over two nights, Friday 8th
and Saturday 9th May 2015, at Whittle Hall, and was
performed by The Band of The Royal Air Force College conducted
by their Director of Music, Flight Lieutenant Matthew Little.
The theme of the concert was “Flight”. After the National Anthem
the concert got underway with the Wasp’s Overture (Vaughan
Williams). This was followed by a march The Jaguar (Richards) in
tribute to the aircraft which was in service from 1975 to 2007.
Carrying on with the flight theme we had some film music by John
Williams in the guise of a human flier, Superman.
Our first solo of the evening featured Sgt Robin Taylor playing a
modern euphonium solo called UFO by Johan De Maij. This was
something new to me but was expertly played by the ex Grimthorpe
Colliery Band musician. Sgt Taylor is shortly to leave the service after 22
years. A change in conductor next to the Bandmaster, WO Ian Laidler,
who conducted his own composition, a really lovely piece entitled Soar.

C
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Our second solo of the evening was a Percussion feature with two
musicians playing Flight of the Bumble Bee (Rimsky-Korsakov)
arranged for xylophone by a fellow Director of Music, F/O Chris
I’Anson. This was a real crowd pleaser very skillfully played by Steve
Green and Dave Coyle. To bring the first half to a close was another
John Williams number, Adventures on Earth – ET.
The second half started in usual fashion with The RAF Swing Wing,
the Big Band from within College Band. They did a short set including
American Patrol and Somewhere over the Rainbow, with a nice
Trombone solo featuring Cpl Neil Waters.
The Band re-formed on stage and carried on with Calling all Workers
(Coates). The next part of the program was full of nostalgia
commemorating the 75th anniversary of The Battle of Britain, 70th
anniversary of VE Day, and the children who were evacuated in the

Second World War. This was represented by a young Molly Joyce who did
a reading all about the children who were evacuated from our large towns
and cities and sent to safety. (Molly’s mum is a member of the band.)
All the music was perfectly picked for the occasion and included When
the Sky Begins to Fall (Arnold) and The Battle of Britain Suite. Some
audience participation next with London Parade, a selection of songs put
together by the Principal Director of Music RAF, Wg Cdr Duncan Stubbs,
and Pomp and Circumstance March No.4 (Elgar). The concert concluded
in traditional style with The Royal Air Force March Past.
The Director and Band were on top form tonight. Sadly the next
Whittle Hall concert will not be until Christmas. This is due to RAF
Music Services being re-structured and The Band of the RAF Regiment
moving from Cranwell to Northolt.
Rodney Illsley

DISCOGRAPHY: ARMY AIR CORPS BAND
FLYING EAGLE / Captain Peter Clark
Bandleader CD BNA 5146 (1998)
Flying Eagle/Oklahoma!/March Opus 99/Miss Saigon/Riverdance/
Lord of the Dance/West Side Story: Symphonic Dances/All I Ask
of You (Phantom of The Opera)/Jupiter (The Planets)/The Lost World
Soundtrack Highlights/Corps March: Recce Flight.
COLONEL BOGEY ON PARADE:
THE MARCHES OF KENNETH J ALFORD / Captain Peter Clark
Bandleader CD BNA 5163 (2000)
Colonel Bogey on Parade/Holyrood/The Vedette/Colonel Bogey/Great
Little Army/On the Quarter Deck/The Middy/Voice of the Guns/
Vanished Army/Mad Major/Cavalry of the Clouds/Thin Red Line/
Dunedin/Old Panama/HM Jollies/Standard of St George/By Land &
Sea/ Army of the Nile/Eagle Squadron/Lilliburlero/A Life on the Ocean
Wave/Namur.
MARCHING WITH THE BAND OF THE ARMY AIR CORPS /
Captain Peter Clarke
Avid CD AVC699 (2000)
On the Square/Liberty Bell/Washington Post/Those Magnificent Men in
their Flying Machines/Under the Double Eagle/Sons of the Brave/
Glorious Victory/Drum Majorette/Invincible Eagle/Birdcage Walk/
Marche des Parachutistes Belges/Bond of Friendship/Century of Progress/
Blaze Away/Officer of the Day/Out of the Blue/Westland/Sky Soldiers.
ON SHOW / Captain Peter Clark
Soundline CD SLB 4027 (2003)
Harry Potter Symphonic Suite/Irving Berlin Showstoppers/Carnival of
Venice/Beauty and the Beast/Highlights from Chess/O My Beloved
Father/Porgy and Bess/The Roaring Twenties/Alfie/Ave Maria/Hymn to
the Fallen/Marche Slave.

WHERE EAGLES DARE / Captain Justin Matthews
Music House Productions Double CD MHP511 (2011)
CD1: Recce Flight – Army Air Corps QM/The Thievish Magpie – Army
Air Corps SM/On Silent Wings to Victory/The Blue Eagles/Royal
Artillery Quick and Slow Marches/Those Magnificent Men in their
Flying Machines/A Bridge Too Far/The Longest Day/Where Eagles
Dare/The Pathfinders/Walking With Heroes/All Through The Night/The
Beatles – Echoes of an Era/James Bond 007/Soul Bossanova/Year of the
Dragon/Sayonara
CD2: The National Anthem – salute to the Queen and/or Duke of Edinburgh/
Half National Anthem – salute or toast to other members of the Royal
Family/ God Bless the Prince of Wales – toast to the Colonel in Chief of
the Army Air Corps at dinner nights/There is Nothing Like a Dame –
toast to the ladies at dinner nights/The Roast Beef of Old England –
played as guests enter the dining room for dinner/Cavalry Brigade – used
on parade for the General Salute/British Grenadiers (first 8 bars) – used
on parade for the Advance in Review Order/The Thievish Magpie (first
8 bars) – used on State and Ceremonial parades to signify The Slow
Advance/Point of War – the salute to the Corps Guidon as it is brought
onto parade/Dress for Dinner (call no 116) – the 5 minute warning call
used in all Army Air Corps messes/Serjeants Dinner (call no 118) –
dinner is served call used in Sergeants messes/Officers Dinner (call no
117) – dinner is served call used in AAC Officers messes/Tattoo (call no
127) – The Last Post/Rouse (call no 124) – The Traditional Reveille/
Retreat (call no 125) – Army Air Corps Sunset used at Beating the
Retreat/Abide With Me and Last Post/Sunset.

QUEEN’S DIVISION DISCOGRAPHY
The following CD was omitted from the last Journal. Thanks to Rod
Illsley for the information.

NORMANDY BAND

WHERE EAGLES SING / Captain Justin Matthews
Music House Productions CD MHP809 (2009)
Unter Den Linden/Where Eagles Sing/Concerto for Clarinet/Las
Castanuelas/Amazing Grace/French Military March/So Nice to Come
Home To/Rhapsody for Euphonium (Curnow)/Suite from Hymn of the
Highlands/Robbin Harry xylophone solo/Suo Gan/Folk Festival/Trumpet
Concerto (Harry James)/Symphonic Suite from Far & Away/Recce Flight/
Thievish Magpie.

THE BRITISH ISLES / Captain Jim Taylor
Plantagenet CD PMRD 9415 (2003)
Barnard Castle/A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square/Hosanna to the
Son of David/Welsh Patrol/Men of Harlech/Welsh Hymnody/A Popular
Welsh Selection/My Heart Will Go On (Titanic)/Rhapsody on the
Minstrel Boy/A Wexford Rhapsody/Ireland: Of Legend and Lore/Tall
Ships/Scottish Rhapsody/The Bluebells of Scotland/Pipers Contrast/The
Beatles on Parade.

WITH EACH SUNSET / Captain Justin Matthews
Music House Productions CD MHP510 (2010)
The Royal British Legion March/Gavorkna Fanfare/Festivity/Field of
Gold/Concerto for Two Trumpets (Vivaldi)/With Each Sunset/Can’t
Help Lovin’ Dat Man/Tin Pan Alley/Hymn to the Fallen/ Beyond the
Sea/Sing Sing Sing/Ain’t No Sunshine/123/Summertime/Land of the
Long White Cloud.

It is thought that the Queen’s Division Normandy Band “Tour of the
World Series” of CDs “The New World”, “The Mediterranean” and “The
British Isles”, already issued were intended to be part of a six CD set
which would have also included “Old World”, “Far East” and “Final
Frontier”. Does anyone know whether these latter three CDs were ever
recorded and issued?
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CD REVIEWS
BRITISH CLASSICS: The Central
Band of The Royal Air Force plays
music by Holst, Vaughan Williams,
Grainger, Tomlinson and Langford
he wealth of wind-band music, written by the composers of our land, is – if
you will pardon the pun – breathtaking. Chandos, with a reputation for
dazzling digital clarity in its sound reproduction, brings us a collection of British
music, which encompasses all the great themes of our musical renaissance: a
sense of martial pride, pastoral longing and loneliness, folkloric feeling (Holst,
Vaughan Williams and Grainger roamed rural England looking for old tunes
and songs before they vanished forever) and a love of melodic nostalgia.
The Central Band of the Royal Air Force, under their director, Wing Commander
Duncan Stubbs, are in fine form for this pageant of Britishness. The famous Holst
and Vaughan Williams suites appear (and how deeply and solemnly the RAF players
deliver the first movement of Holst’s First Suite, Op. 28, No. 1, dating from 1909).
Percy Grainger’s Lincolnshire Posy (written just two years before the Second World War) – full of fragrant, salty tunes, and reflective
folk-melodies from an old English shire by the North Sea – is a delight; but it is particularly good to see the name of Ernest Tomlinson (b. 1924)
represented. His Suite of English Folk Dances was written for a festival of music and dance in 1951 – a time when the avant-garde was beginning
to assert itself, but when an English audience still wanted the reassuring sense of home.
Tomlinson’s sturdy, catchy tunes from old village processions – suggestive, perhaps, of Hardy’s Wessex, or from a May Day morris-dance in
Gloucestershire – are framed by slower-in-pace pastoral tunes, laden with dreams of “blue-remembered hills” and an English landscape of the
heart. His simple, ancestral melodies nudge at stronger emotions. It is like watching the sun rise on a misty morning near Orford Ness, or
enjoying a Romney Marsh dusk, coloured by a haze of pink sunset half-light: the experience, the music truly touches one of those unfathomable
parts of the soul.
The concert on disc ends with Gordon Langford’s lively and interesting 1975 Rhapsody for Trombone and Brass Band, with soloist SAC
Jonathan Hill taking the solo part, and showing us (as Vaughan Williams did in his Tuba Concerto) that a doleful brass instrument has overlooked
qualities. An outstanding disc, but I have to add that some years ago, Chandos produced a similar collection with the Royal Northern College of
Music Wind Orchestra, under the baton of Timothy Reynish. The listener who seeks a silkier tone to their wind-band music may wish to explore
the older recording, but for a strong, purposeful, authentic military sound, the Central Band of the RAF could hardly be bettered.

T

Stuart Millson

“STAGE AND SCREEN”: The National Concert Band of the Air Cadet Organisation
“STAGE AND SCREEN”, a CD recorded by the National Concert
Band of the Air Cadet Organisation, is a fine mix of traditional
and modern music with the characteristically RAF sound of the
“mellifluous middle”. I had to pinch myself on more than one
occasion to remind myself that these players were still under 20
and at the start of their musical recording careers. I would
recommend this CD to all who enjoy the sound of a military band,
with the possible caveat that you may care to skip track one on the
first playing. I hope it’s not long until the next CD is released.
Colonel Bogey : Rather sedate for my taste and some dubious
intonation. Perhaps should not have been placed as the first track on
such an otherwise high quality CD.
The Best of Bond : Great use of dynamics. Fine balance of main and
counter-melodies.
Chicago : The fun which the youngsters had recording this piece is
palpable. The way in which the characteristic differences between
brass and woodwind are highlighted here is a positive joy.
The Lion King : Overtime for the percussion here, yet never obtrusive.
Tackling pieces over nine minutes long – of which there are 2 on this
CD – is a brave move for young amateurs, yet this piece loses nothing
of its control throughout. A short passage for flute towards the end is
very well played.
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Out of Africa : A smooth, controlled and quiet extract evokes images
of the open plains to great effect.
Highlights from Oliver : The Flute again excels in this well-known
selection.
Moon River : Saxophone solo. Good and consistent use of vibrato lifts
this fine solo.
The Lord of the Dance : Whistle solo. Despite the exuberance of the
piece generally, the band hold themselves back well so that the soloist
is always heard.
Selections from Les Miserables : A great example of how to show off
soloists without giving them a solo to play! Particular credit to the
euphonium here as throughout the CD. The vocal soloist puts in a
creditable performance although she may need to give extra attention
to her breathing.
Skyfall : A solid, rousing performance again ably demonstrating the
high calibre of individual musicians as well as the ensemble.
The Great Escape : This piece brings the CD to a resounding conclusion.
Edgar Liddle
This CD is for sale, for the sum of £9 (incl p&p), from HQAC, RAF
Cranwell, NG34 8HB.
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Borough & Bayonet by Major George Hurst MBE
The manuscript copies of the military band parts to the quick march Borough & Bayonet were passed to the AMS Band
Archives following a clear out of the Band’s Music Library at RMA Sandhurst. They were presented to the AMS
Museum in February 2015 by Mr Terry Hissey, former Band Member and Archivist. This quick march was written to
commemorate the Freedom of Entry to the Borough of Aldershot being bestowed upon the Army Medical Services on
23rd May 1973. The title alludes to the fact that, once bestowed, an organisation can march through a locality with
“drums beating, colours flying and bayonets fixed”. The march was performed on
27th June at the Aldershot Recreation Ground when the Freedom Scroll was
presented to the DGAMS, prior to the Freedom being exercised.
Maj George Hurst was born on the 23rd February 1921 and enlisted in the Royal
Welch Fusiliers in 1936 as a bandboy. He graduated from the Royal Military School
of Music, Kneller Hall as a Bandmaster in 1950, winning the Choral Competition.
In 1958 he wrote the march Golden Jubilee for the 50th Anniversary of the
Territorial Army, where it was runner up in a national competition. He was the
RAMC Staff Band Director of Music from 1964 to 1977. It is presumed Maj Hurst
always conducted Borough & Bayonet from memory, hence the reason that no
manuscript conductor’s score has survived.
George Hurst passed away on the 1st September 2000 and was buried in Fleet
Cemetery alongside his wife Margaret. As a mark of respect, the AMS Volunteer
Band played Borough & Bayonet as the opening number in a concert at Fleet
Methodist Church the following month.

March off Parade Sequence
“Great Little Army” .
“Middy” . . . . .
“Borough and Bayonet”
“King Cotton” . . .

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

Alford
Alford
Hurst
Sousa

The march was also performed at the Aldershot Army Display in Rushmoor Arena in
June 1973 under the composer’s direction. Here some 16 British Army Bands,
including the RAMC Staff Band, comprising some 500 musicians were part of the
entertainment over three days.
The Staff Band recorded the march on the 1977 Music Masters LP “A Musical World”.
It was also performed in March 1994 at the Staff Band Reunion Concert in the Hood
Theatre, Keogh Barracks where the composer conducted a band of 50 musicians.

FUSILIERS PARADE IN ALNWICK
he Band of the Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers paraded at Alnwick
Castle, Northumberland, on
Saturday 2nd May. HRH The Duke
of Kent presented new colours to
the 5th (Reserve) Battalion and the
old colours of the 5th and 6th
Battalions were paraded and laid
up in St Michael’s Parish Church.

T

FAR RIGHT: The Ceremonial
Pioneers and the Band of the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers; RIGHT: The
Band march off at the end of the
parade. (Photos: Phil Carter)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Day(s)
Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon
Wed

Date(s) Band/Performers
21-Jun
21-Jun
21-Jun
22-Jun
24-Jun

Wed
24-Jun
Thu
25-Jun
Sat
27-Jun
Fri-Sat 26-27 Jun
Sat
27-Jun
Sat
27-Jun
Sat
27-Jun
Sun
28-Jun
Sun
28-Jun
Tue
30-Jun
Sat
4-Jul
Sat
4-Jul
Sun
5-Jul
Wed
8-Jul
Sat
11-Jul
Sat
11-Jul
Sat
11-Jul
Sat
11-Jul
Sat
11-Jul
Sun
12-Jul
Sun
12-Jul
Sun
12-Jul
Sun
12-Jul
Wed
15-Jul
Sat
18-Jul
Sat
18-Jul
Sat
18-Jul
Sat
18-Jul
Sun
19-Jul
Sun
19-Jul
Wed
22-Jul
Thu-Fri 23-24 Jul
Fri-Sun 24-26 Jul
Sat
25-Jul
Sat
25-Jul
Sat
25-Jul
Sun
26-Jul
Tue
28-Jul
Tue
28-Jul
Wed
29-Jul
Thu
30-Jul
Fri
31-Jul
Sun
2-Aug
Sun-Sat
2-7 Aug
Sun
9-Aug
Sat-Sat 7-29 Aug
Mon-Thu 20-23 Aug
Sat
22-Aug
Fri-Sat
4-5 Sep
Sun
6-Sep
Tue
8-Sep
Wed
9-Sep
Sat
12-Sep
Sat
12-Sep
Sat
12-Sep
Sun
13-Sep
Thu
17-Sep

The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Portsmouth
Waterloo Band of the Rifles
The Central Band of the RAF
The Band of the Kings Division and The Household Troops
Band of the Salvation Army
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Collingwood
The Band of the RAF College
Waterloo Band of the Rifles
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Portsmouth
The Royal Marines Association Concert Band
Band of The Royal Marines School Of Music
Various Military Bands
The Farnborough Concert Band of the Royal British Legion
Royal Navy Volunteer Bands
Guards Big Band
AGC Band, AAC Band and REME Band
Band of the Kings Division and others
The Band of the Kings Division
Band of The Royal Marines School Of Music
Brentwood Imperial Youth Band and many others
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Plymouth
Waterloo Band of the Rifles
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Collingwood
Royal Air Force Band
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Portsmouth (Royal Band)
The Heroes Band
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
RLC Band and the RE Band
Band of the Royal Armoured Corps
Band of the Royal Marines (Scotland)
Waterloo Band of the Rifles
Band of The Royal Marines School of Music
Band of the Yorkshire Regiment
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
Band of the Irish Guards
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Portsmouth and Collingwood
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Scotland
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
Royal Marines Association Concert Band
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
Flute, Bassoon and Piano Trio
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Commando Training Centre
Band of The Royal Marines School of Music
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
Central Band of the Royal British Legion
The Heroes Band
Massed Bands of the Royal Air Force
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Collingwood
The Band of the Kings Division
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
The Royal Marines Association Concert Band
The Band of The Parachute Regiment
The Band of The Parachute Regiment
The Royal Marines Association Concert Band
The Band of HM Royal Marines
The Heroes Band
The Band of The Parachute Regiment
The Band of HM Royal Marines, Portsmouth (Royal Band)
and The Band of HM Royal Marines, Collingwood

Event/Occasion

Location

RMA Parade and Service RM Memorial NMA
New Waterloo Dispatch Parade
Waterloo 200
Freedom of Hillingdon
Concert with the International Staff Band to celebrate
150 years of the Salvation Army (8.00pm)
Seafarers UK Concert
Freedom of Boston
Armed Forces Day
Armed Forces Day
Concert (7.30pm)
Parade Band at Historic Dockyard
National Armed Forces Day Celebrations
Concert
RN Volunteer Band Festival
A Lunchtime Feast of Big Band Music (1.10pm)
Rock and Pop Concert
Buxton Military Tattoo
ABF Concert
Parade Band at Guildhall Square
The Brentwood Tattoo
RNAS Yeovilton Air Day
Freedom of Monmouth
RM Poole Open Day
RN vs Army Polo, Rundle Cup
Battle of Britain Memorial Day
Bandstand Concert
Free Bandstand Concert (4.00pm)
South Wales National Air Show
Military Band Concert
Freedom Parade
Seafarers UK Concert
Parade in Cirencester for the RBL Womens Section
Parade Band at Gunwharf Quays
Bligny Parade and Service
Bristol Harbour Festival
Last Night of the Proms Concert
South Coast Proms / America’s Cup World Series
Sunderland Air Show
Exmouth Community Event
Sounding Retreat and Concert
Charity Concert with Portsmouth Military Wives Choir (7.00pm)
Branscombe Festival
End of Term Concert in Falklands Hall
to include Handel, Beethoven and Koechlin (1.10pm)
Concert
RNAS Culdrose Airday
Parade Band at Historic Dockyard
Freedom Parade
Bandstand Concerts
Free Bandstand Concert (3.00pm)
Edinburgh Tattoo
Bournemouth Air Show
ABF Concert
Gurkha Festival of Music
Concert (3.00pm)
Beating Retreat and Concert in aid of The Soldiers’ Charity
Beating Retreat in aid of The Soldiers’ Charity
Concert (7.30pm)
SSAFA Charity Concert
Proms in the Park (5.00pm) – Free Bandstand Concert
Bandstand Concert
Concert

Alrewas
London
London
Uxbridge
Kneller Hall, Twickenham
HM Collingwood
Boston
Aylesbury Rugby Club
Guildford
Guildhall, Southampton
Portsmouth
Guildford
Eastbourne Bandstand
Plymouth Hoe
Guards Chapel, Birdcage Walk, London
Kneller Hall, Twickenham
The Dome, Buxton
The Sands Centre, Carlisle
Portsmouth
Brentwood County High School
Yeovilton
Monmouth
Poole
Tidworth
Capel-le-Ferne, Kent
Deal Bandstand
Victoria Embankment Gardens
Swansea
Kneller Hall, Twickenham
Rotheram (am); Sheffied (pm)
City Hall, Hull
Cirencester
Portsmouth
Leeds
Bristol
Kneller Hall, Twickenham
Portsmouth
Sunderland
Exmouth
College Green Bristol and Cathedral
Civic Theatre, Chelmsford
Branscombe
Lympston
Guards Chapel, Birdcage Walk, London
Princess Theatre, Hunstanton
RNAS Culdrose
Portsmouth
Brecon
Eastbourne
Victoria Embankment Gardens
Edinburgh
Bournemouth
Town Hall, Rochdale
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone
Alexandra Theatre, Bognor Regis
Thursford, Fakenham, Norfolk
Oakham
Romsey Abbey
Bath Abbey
Godalming Bandstand, Surrey
Castle Park, Colchester
St Marys Church, Portsmouth

Please note: All dates and times are subject to change. Please check www.imms-uk.org.uk and www.military-music-events.co.uk for further details and updates.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES IMMS UK Branch Secretary Jim Davies has provided more fascinating postcards
from his collection. Above: Published by J Salmon, Salmon Series, and posted to Jim in November 1955. Postage paid by sender
(1½d + ½s =) 2d. Below: Valentine’s postcard from their “Regimental Band” series posted to Jim on 25th September 1955. Postage
2d. Artist Conrad Leigh. The card is captioned The Gordon Highlanders, 1st Bn formed in 1788 and titled 75th Highland Regiment.
In 1862 it became the Stirlingshire Regt. 2nd Bn Raised by the Duke of Gordon in 1794 and the 100th Regt until in 1798 it became
the 92nd. 1st and 2nd Battalions united in 1881 as the Gordon Highlanders.
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